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THE EXCLUSIVE CLUB. Ul)Ofl tb sekcloer,
scenied quite meriveU!ops Wenkly as.istcd

"Edwnrd, your election to the noblt hy Erakiuo, I eIY %vo tilo flrdt throo
brotherhood of wbich I am a meniber took games.
piace last oveningc. WUil you accepti my est As the dent was made by Rivera nt the bU
congratulationl" ginning of tho fourthgamo I happeed cure-

Henry Ellersley entered my chnmhors one. lssly ti gleuco nt flm. Ilis features wcro of
afternoon with the above annonneement. tbat mobile kiud on wbich thepassions or
L-ngn.d y relining upîn my loun;e, I haitt otions of the "iner mn' are eaily por-
rcso frum the recumbent position. trayNh 1 rt nd in tbem, of my intonm sur-

"Thank % ou for coming to ta me, rny pri-e, ia profoundost coritempt, inixcd wltb
dePar felli w," I drawled, lazily, in reply ta a r apparently aimost ungavernable nnger.
1117 friend'a nost wolcomo announcement. leroturred iny giaics vitha forc r
"Its quitto a surprisc, really. CLotwynle Rion in bis deep-black, Spanish sort of oyes,
ientioned my htaving been proposed thet it vs far frour pleasing ta ni. It was
other day, b.:. I bad completely forgotton the the klud et look which na-gentleman cures
intter, I assuro you." about rrcelving fron anather.

Ellersey smiled a littie oddly. Perhnpe My biood rose ou the Instant, Vas it pos-
he was keen o'inugh to penetrate my nia-k oi fiîhî that lo -u3pec e i foui piay?
indilferonte; but ho only remarked, walkint Wbat cou!d I be dono ta mont tbis iast
towards ile d ior: "And now that messn ingelar ldgiation, tecltly epressed, i is
is deliver d. Edward, I must leave you for true, but mua the less ovideut.
ail engagemoeit ekIowhero. By the wav," h "Oblige sue by explaiuîng," I said, ia a
continued. "Ilolmes, and Erskns, and More- voce tirt trorugbly controlled te annoy-
land, and hWf a dozen ailier men, want you aic I feit, "le causo of yaur somewhet
to be round at the Club to night, if you can pecuilr d'm;.auor towards me, Mr. Rivers.
spare an bour or so. At about 1i, they said. Iarnreluc'auttobeilevotirtauy nimuudr-
Can ycu maringe iti" standingebouldbava opeurrod botween us

"I thinîk so," was my reply. "Yes. they bu '
can depend on nie. Will you b therel" To my consternation, ho interrupted me

"Yes. Au revoir." wih a.neer and a cuntemptuous wava of
"Aurevoir." the band in my directin.
At 11 o'clock vreclsely I entered the eleI "Storiforineed not assumewlth me the

gant club bouse In PaIl Mall, with a feeling mauners of ail injured party. 1 bave played
of delightful triumph that I cannat rocall in whist too ofteu iot to deteet su iuding, e-
these advanced years of mine without a peeiaily whan sa palpable and open as bis
smile at the foolish ambitions I u'ed then to The meners 0f low gallug hou-eî bave
cherish sa foudly. Tho one social distinc. lan up b tirpre-ent Uie, 1 beirove, wholly
tion which I bad so long coveted, was, i foreigu titIc cari-tables of the Exclusive
thought, mina at lest. Ciub. I regreý iret ne whor I baieved to

Ont of tho mauy wbo would lavé çearl. bu a gmnelrm.n sbouid levo introdLced tbem
ficedso much for the honor of calliug them. this evelrg."
selves memrbers of le Exclusive Club I bad 1 %ras ou ny feet n* tilth cleache' bards,
ciijoyed the compliment of being chose. n. and a fac thr.t muet bar boeu gbestiy witir
was a very pleasant and flattering truth to rn ro.
reflect upon But I bad lilte timo for cou- "Doycu deroia esserf-" I lo n, li
tideration just thon. George Erskine, one af pastion n e, and tle oold, socf-i2g
tho friends whobhad beenmostzealous inob- tnesof Divers continuai:
taiing my clection, met me eu I entered the '1 dare ta asert, Edwerd Stpnrforth, that
large and handsome hall of the building. yon ara swlndîlug card-sharpeni"

"Ah, Sternforth," ho said, advancing and 1 ensu ercd ini witb a blow this tlmo;ml
taking my hand cordially in hie. "I am de- a daniîrg blor, hovever, for tho qucà
bghted to fInd you have so soon assumed the bapd uf Er.inu thrust mine aside before it
rights of membership. Come into the card- bad ima ta more thangrazo the check of my
romi ; you will meet a host of old friends insulter. Mien lIere was a great avise ci
tiere." ru6big feet; arl beforo I could well vealizi

I found most of the asombled In the my position fuB>' fft> mon stood betwoee
card rorrn men with whom I had long ben Rivers cnd nyseif.
on various terrai of Intimacy or acquaint- "It wes au outrageons Insult1" Mid tbE
ance. They ai appeared glad to see nie-ail vicéof Erkine, wIa stood close atmy side
treated me with a mixture of co:diality and ainld Lb tbrong: "and you returnedltbrav&
cnurto,y which was very flattering to my iy, or wnuld bave doue sa, bd I fpreveah
se:f-love and ta my noiw @erse of -impor- od you."
tauce. "Wblch I greatly rezrot,

While I stood among a knot of frierds, and My cooles was beginning to returu now.
sbared in the conversation that engaged "Why regret il" continued Er.kiae.
them, George Erskine touched re on the "Gentlemen should Qnd other weapous than
smoulder. saying, "I have secured a vacant their l-sLe, Stern!ortb. A bm i-a. bloW
card-table, Stenforth. IVIIl you be ny horever, na matter homy lightly deaI
parner In a cama of whist against Holmes suppose Rivers mili challenge youV'
and Rivera 1" Be had bardiy Ilishéd speaklng befors

"Willingly," I sald. Erskino, Iwoll knew, Habies, Lhe gentleman wIa had bon River',
nas accounted one of the best whlît-players potier et whist, mado bis re>' towards the
in bis circle, and I could not but appreciate tbrong.
the compliment convoyed by bis request. "I am requestod b>'Air. River.," hé sald.
"But you must not forget," I added, "ta "ta dematod inlediate satisfaction aux
Introduco me to Mr. Rivers. We are not la- yau fan the insuit you have inflicted."
quainted." "Immédiata salis!actloui" I sid, caolly

A fewr minutes latqr the introduction took "How is tbat possible! Autbough tho ega ai
place anrd e llvely and aterestlng gaine ras duelln Is pasT-h,

"Ai, ah, you hositatol' exclaimed twent3
volces.

Ilooked about m. It seemed as if tht
oyosqf every nane present mere fIxed intently
upon Mo.

"Yoti are mistaken, gent!omen," I said,
with the greatest calmness of manner 1
could assume. "I do not hesitato. I merely
desire to kuov what isexpected of me in this
matter."

"FiglhtI" answered tho twenty voices.
"I do rot refuso Mr. River's challenge, 1

am skilful at no weapon but the pistol; and
as I have, I believo, the choico of weapons" -
addressiug' myself now exclusively to Homes
-Il shah o! course choose that. Any further
chargo, lu the meatter of time and place, will,
I trust, he assumed by my friand, Mr. Er.
kine."

Erskino bowed assent.
A fow moments of conversation took plac

betreen hImelf and Holmes, when, turning
to me, ho et length said: "I have docided
upon both placo and time-hore and now.
Does the arrangement meet wilth your
approval? Thero is no necessity of making
this affair-provided It does not resuit in
rery serieus consequences unduly public.
Rivers bas expressed a wish that the duel, it
you accept bis challenge, takà place at once.
The woapons alsa are le the building.

"Very well," I sald, with a voico that
shook a little, In spite of my efforts to con
trol iLt; "I consent to your proposition."

"Ilt is not the first time that matters of
this sort have been settled bere In the Clu:
upon the evening of their occurrance," Ers.
kino went on. "Sa fer, I am glad to pta l
that nothing more serions than fleih wounds
have ben the result. Will you remain lere
whi'o Holmes and I measure the paces it
another portion of the room Al wrill le
prepared In a very few moments."

With those words, Erskino left me a-nong
the crowd of gentlemen by whom I wri
surrounded. I bad not long to walt. He
returned prosently saying; "Everthing is
in readiness. The distance ia ta ba twelve
paces. Will you follow me, if you please.
Rivers is already waiting for you to appear.

Wo passed arm-in arm fo the lower end of
thé large apartmeut. Rivers, as hé had said,
was there walting my appearance. I confess
to a very miserable feeling whon the pistol
was put in my band by Erskine. The sudeton-
ness of thé whole matter bd scarcely loft
room for thought until now. Visions of one
I loved botter than aIl elko in 'the world
haunted nio iu a hundred pleading ways
during the net three minute. I thought of
the agony, too, that my family would feel on
the morrow, If the nows of my death wome te
reach therm in thoir. quiet country.home. My
deathi. Was I to'die like thsil-ebot down
for the mere obedience ta a tyrannous social
code that In my heart I had always despised
and hated?

Well, hope of life was strôtg within•- me to
the last. Ithought of ber.

"One!'
Ersklno's voica bcd spoken the frst. word

of signal. And somehow- that monosyllable
wrought a change In my feelings-.added
force to my arm and a courage to my heart
that I had wholly despaired of experiencing

"Tvol"
I wheeled half round towarda my oppo-

nent The pistol was clutched In my hand,
now, with a grasp of steel. I was no Inf.
rior niarksman at ordinary tinàes. I fePl
that my aima would b deadly.


