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thruout the whole of Nova Scotia
had local commiitees been formed,
and but for the fact that the Min-
ing and Steel JMaking Companies
at Syvdney could absorb a’l the re-
turned men that could be sent to
them, there would have been a bad
break-down in regard to this issue
in that Province.

In Quebec and Montreal, owing
to the comparatively small enlis'-
ment from these cities and the de-
mands for trans’ent labor, the
problem presented no serious 4iffi-
culty to those entrusted with the
working out of the schemes there,
but in Ontario it had been up ‘o
that time a grave matter, and Mr.
. D. MacPherson, one of the Mem-
ners of the Prov'nical Legislature
for the c’ty, who represen‘ed the
Ontario Government as head of the
Emprlovment Comm’ssion, informed
me when I sought his views, that
the problem had very grave as-
pprhs and that when *‘he war was
over he feared it would be a tre-
mendons one. but that owing to the
steady increase in the number of
factor'es engaged ‘n making muni‘-
ions and the demand for men who
conuld adapt themselves to this form
of work, it was being solved for the
present. I did not go into the West-
ern Provinces. bu* at the sessions
of the Military Hosp'tals Comm's-
sion we had representatives from
the Western Provinces and they in-
formed me ,when I inquired of them
as to what was bheing done, that
‘he problem was not worrying them
at all. Tn Alberta. for instance,
ther had 380 local comm’ttees in
as many towns and villages, and
not alone had every man returned
been emploved bu: they could find
places for hundreds. i not thous-
ands, of others. The explanation,
of conrse, of this is very simple.
The Western Provinces had enlizted
much more larpelr than the Fast

ern and had depleted the Ilabor
market u‘terly. Then, following
the departure of this vast number
of able-bodied young men for the
fighting fields, there had come a
demand for an increased produc-
t'cn in the West and the farmers
had tried ‘o cope with it by putting
more acreage under seed. To har-
vest this c¢rop. when the time came,
called for an enormous number of
work=rs and an adequate supply
could not be secured, so that <on-
sequently every man at all fit was
eagerly seized upon as soon as he
showed himself in the pra:rie
coun‘ry.

There, as in the East, every com-
munity hal its own particular meth-
ods of dealing with this matter and
ifs special agencies for finding men
emplovmenf. In tery few places
were ‘he schemes identical or of
similar naturk, and no concerted
plan that T was able to find had
been adopted by zny number of
commiti~es. Therefore, there was
a Tonsensus of opinion that as the
end of ‘h> war approached and the
question of find'ng places for the
vist armies of returned soldiers
forced itse'f on the attention of
the country, it was des‘ined to be-
come one of the greatest serious-
ness.

For us, I think, it will take on
that aspect from ‘he outset. Tt is
true that a great number of our
meén ®ere fishermen, and that they
wou'd find no great difficulty in re-
‘urning to the’r boats and nets
aga'n, but on the other hand, the
life they have been leading during
the war wi’l have, in part, if not
altogether, unftted *hem for the
numdrum purs:'ts of outport life,
and [ am afraid that we shall have
to be prepared for grave comnlicat-
jons for at leas’ a few years after
homt (litiee end ¥ :
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