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Jmessenger. First,

" hills overlooking the little village of

. watched Ruth as she gleaned after

.nativity the Bethlehemites could al-

soldiers he could depend upon in the

mte(; with'a new and picturesque,
setting, and the prea.cher finds in it
an application to the universal needs
of our modern life. The text is Luke
£, ' 10, bring you good tidings of
great joy £

Bl thrice bl d is thel ad-
wvent ,of the messenger bringing  tid-
ings of great joy! Benjamin Disraeli
was  welcomed back to England’s

capital by a surging sea of happy
faces, which blocked the streets about
the Lord Mayor’s official residence
as far as the eye could see, when he
returned from the most famous of
European conclaves of the representa-
tives of many nations, Why? Hée came
back with the memorable- 'sentence
wupon his lips, ‘““I bring back to you
ce with honor.”” No wonder the
nglish multitudes applauded their
Premier wherever he went. Had Dis~
raeli not brought back ‘‘peace with
honor’’ Europe would have been con-
vulsed with an awful international
war. When the ‘‘“Treaty of Ghent’’
~was signed by the English#nd Amer-
dcan commissioners on Dec. 24, 1814,
the people of two nations were ex-
pecting that the war of 1812 would
goon be terminated. The ship which
thore the news, ‘‘Peace, peace, - with
honor,” sailed into New York har-
hbor covered with bunting, It~ was
welcomed with the shouts of a cheer-

"ing people and fhe booming of war

guns, which were now to become the
guns of peace. Of cours¢ many a tear
was shed because Andrew Jackson

. had fought his battle of New Orleans

fifteen days after the signing of that
treaty, but those tears did not pre-
vent the glorious news which ‘the
ship brought from joyfully flying ov-
er the country with the wings of the

morning. . BEverywhere the message
met with glad acclaim, ‘‘Peace, !
peace, peace, with honor!’”’ = But

though there have been many  mes- |
sengers of glad tidings, welcomed
with joyful hosannas; no 'messenger
of good tidings was ever -so: much
needed as he who appeared on the
first Christmas dawn of the world’s
history. ' That 'was the = Christmas
morn when Jesus lay sleeping, a lit-
tle babe in the manger of Bethlehem
of Judaea.

Let ‘me describe the events which
preceded the advent of this  angelic |
‘the topographic '
position ‘of | this angelic messenger.
We are standing upon the Judaean

Bethlehem, | This is sacred ground.
Here Jacob mourned and would not
be comforted. Here Benjamin was
born and Rachel died. . Here' Boaz

the reapers.  Here Samugl came  to
the home of Jesse to andint David
King of Israel. On the night of the

most. - see the lights of Jerusalem,
only 8ix miles away, and almost hear
the chanting in the temple and the
music in the palace of Herod'  the
Great were it not for the height of
yonder mountain, which obliterated
those lights and stopped the echoing .
sounds.

On that = first ' Christmas eve the
cities and towns were crowded with
men and women. The fiat had gone
forth that a census must be taken.
Caesar wanted to know how many

.and thither, looking for

{ human beings alone
; them. The horrible picture of Dore’s

‘validment gestures whisper curses
among - them s against Herod,

tics who are trying to find lodgings
The owner of the hotel is . insulting
the . people because they will not
stop bothering him, It does mot take
& hotel clerk long to get ugly if he
has more customers than rooms. Jo-
seph stops and asks some bystanders
where he can find lodgings. They all
shake their heads and shrug their
shoulders.  Some ridicule him ' for
asking such a question, when he can
see for himself the crowds clamoring
to get into the village hotel.
Joseph turns and looks at - his
young wife seated upon the beast of
burden which he'is leading. She has
a beautiful face, a sweet face, a lov-
ing face, a pure face. She is Mary
the virgin. Finally some man, more

sympathetic than the rest, seeing Jo-

seph’s troubles, points him o a
khan, or public stable, and says,
‘““Perhaps you may find room there.”
Mary’s strength has almost given
out when they anter the

way. Joseph tenderly lifts her down
from the beast of burden. Some one
kicks the oxen to ‘make them arise
because they are taking too much
room. Even here space is at a prem-
ium. After the kind-hearted hostlers
have thrown some straw into the
stone crypt or manger Mary 'is plac-~
ed in the humble couch among the
bleating of the sheep and the lowing
of the cattle and the neighing of the
‘horses whinnying for their oats.
This is the most important of all
nights. It is awfully solemn. All his-
tory will hereafter date itself from
or toward this scene—A.D. and B.C.
Upon the Judaean hillsides the af-
frighted sheep are running hither
their shep-
herds.  Animals intuitively know
when something unnatural ‘is- about
to happen. The cattle’can smell the
blood long before they are driven in-
to the slaughter housés to be killed.

. 'When the South Carolina earthquake
. shook Charleston a few years ago

the dogs crouched at their masters’
feet, and the birds hovered around,
uttering shrill cries of fear, ag though
could protect

flood, where a lioness with _her
whelps trembles upon a rock by the
side of an afirighted woman holding
in her arms a babe, is not a zoo-
logical absurdity. Animals in times
of danger naturally seek the protec-
tion of man. There is a strange si-
lence brooding. The. shepherds anx-
iously grip their staves and prépare
for an unseen battle,’ which they feel

| sure is about to.comeé

Suddenly a star breaks from ‘its
fastenings and - begins to tumble
through space. - On and on it comes
liké a meteor. With frightful velocity
it heads toward this  planet, ready
to plunge into it, as the human foot
might crush an insect, an ocean lin-
er. might run down a fishing smack
or a large express engine crash into
a hand car. The' terror stricken as-
trologers see it flying toward the
earth, Suddenly it stops and seems
to be watching something that is
happening in the little village of
Bethlehem.  The angel Wwho once
stood at the garden of ¥den’s en-
trance now unsheaths his sword and
cuts  the curtain of the night in
twain. The waves of light rush down
and push the darkness to the right
and to the left. Great multitudes of
angels begin to sing. As the glory of
God - shines around the prostrate
shepherds there sounds
voxce of an angelic messenger, ' Say-
ing, ‘‘Fear not, for, behold, I bring
you,good tidings of great joy!’’ Such

plalmilt,
headed toward tho um. vil-
; Bathle!um where onm
{ as

"was the advent of the angelic . mes-

senger. Such was the message which

| he brought to the shepherds on, the

first Christmas morn, announcing the

Ly EE ‘this message of my text
ing tidings of great joy?"
#& a Saviour i~

low arch- |

fort.h the |

‘th of ‘the'little Child who lay in |

i

4 of men' more fiendish,
leaders

‘man cnpita.l
here

m )
tic name,’” wrote Joseph Parker. "It
is not an official tit.le it is not an
‘iniage’ you can robe in scarlet & amd
bow down before, on account of its
majesty and haughtiness. Saviour is
an angel with tears in his eyes, with
arms mighty as the lightnings of
God,  but a heart all tenderness,
ISaviour’ is & complex word. It has
in it all human nature, all divine
nature, ‘all the past of history, all
the possibilities of prophecy, all the
mystery of apocalypse, a tenderness
outranging the love of woman, a
majesty humbling the haughtiness of
king.’’ But, though thd word “‘Sav-
four’’ may be a pathetic word when
we think of all the 'sufferings Christ
had to endure [on account of our
sins, yet it is a joyful word when we
think how we are to be redeemed on
mccount of those divine sufferings.
And, furthermore, when we know that
Christ to-day in heaven. is glad that
he was able to suffer for us in order
to save us, what a happy day Christ-
mas ought to be for all!l Salvation
for all, life for all, eternal emancipa~
tion for all who will to-day kneel by
the side of the manger! Am I right
when I declare that the angelic mes-
Benger of the first Christmas morn
should be the most honored of all
messengers, when he announced the
redemption of the world through the
birth of God’s Son in the manger?

The Nativity, in the: mnext place,
meant joyful tidings, because by the
{ncarnation of the Son of God in the
body of a little babe the human race
was able to grasp the great doctrine
that God was a God of love and not
# God of hate or a God of indiffer-
ence. It is one fact to preach truth;
!t is" another to preach truth so that
it is understood by the common peo-
ple. It is one fact to talk about God
as ‘a spirit; it is another to talk
about (God as Christ, who was bone
of our bone and flesh of our flesh and
who was tempted as we are tempt-
ed. God was the same God before the
first Christmas morn as he is to-
day. But since Jesus Christ came to
earth we, the common people, have
been able to understand him in &
way we would never have been able
to do without the incarnation.

Let me illustrate how the- beauty
of God’s love is simplified in Christ’s
life: ' Charles Lamb, with some of his
bosom friends, were met together one
evening in'a London house to talk on
literary topics.. During the conver-
sation some omne said: ‘“Think if
Dante was to come to life again and
enter this room! How we would wel-
come the man whose feet had trod
‘the fiery pavements of the inferno
whose eyes had pierced the twilight,
whose lungs had breathed the still,
clear air of the mount of Purgatorio,
whose mind had contemplated the
mysteries of glory im the highest
heavens!”’ ‘‘Suppose,”’ said another,
‘“‘Shakespeare was to come to us to-
night, or Milton or Homer or Vir-
gil?’, ‘‘Ah, ' gaid ‘Lamb, his whole
face brightmmg, “how I should .
my arms. up! How we would wel-
come those kings of thoughtful men!’’
“Suppose,’”’ said another, ‘‘Christ
was to come, what would we do?”’
With that Charles Lamb’s face chang-
ed instantly as he said, ‘‘Of course
we would fall upon our knees and
worship him.’”’ ' Ah, yes, Charles
Lamb was right. No man can look
upon or , stu the face of Christ
without clearly’ and simply gra,sping
the ‘great truth that God is a God
of love and not a God of hate.

But again we learn from this an-’
gelic messenger of the Nativity that
he not only spoke his mossage = of
good tidings, but he told it in per-
haps the darkest time of the world's

history. We have read how sin. and
debauchery and despotic tyranny have
run riot in certain centuries. But at
sio time in all the world have sin
and evil danpptim been seated upon
& higher throne than during the year
in which Jesus was born. We know:
that at this time Rome was in  the

colonies at this time were &n t mp
o
than any of the the

m»,&mmy God has.
Ev«

Ht.vmx acmpted the glad tidings of
great joy that Jesus came to save,
shall not you and I on this glorious
Christmas Sabbath Day start forth
to announce, as did the angelic mes-
senger, that Christ has come to save
all who will believe bn him and be

.saved? Can any man hear. this good

news and not want to spread it
abroad? Can we fully realize that
through Christ we shall live and yet
not want to go forth to herald the
tidings that Christ has come to save
our neighbors as well as ourselves?

The civilized world has grown larg-
er than it was on that first Christ-
mas morn. The geographical  map
has undergone many changes, Great
exploring parties have discovered new
continents. The farthermost lands
have been found to be inhabited.
During the life of the ancient wise
men and the shepherds. there were
comparatively few of the inhabitants’
of the world who heard of Christ’s
name. Millions of the inhabitants of
the world to-day have never heard of
Christ’s name. A large part of the
remainder is entirely indifferent to
the teachings of the gospel. There-
fore to the Christians Christmas Day
ought to be the most opportune of
all days for proclaiming the Sav-
four’s mission. Every home, every
street corner, every family gathering,
should be a place where the deeper,
‘holier purposes of Christ’s life are
to be explained by those who have
felt the love and the mercy and the
tenderness and the hope that have
come to the believing hearts that
have gathered about the manger.

So may this Christmas -Day find
the love which binds man’'s heart to
man as well ‘as man’s heart to God.
May- God save us all not only on ac-
count of the love Christ bears us,
but also on account of the saving
Christian' love we bear our fellow
men. ~On this glorious ' Christmas
Sabbath morning can we not feel the
good tidings of great joy means that
Christ has saved us? And then; with
wondrous love for our fellow men,
cannot we, like the twain in the
Brahman legend, be 80 concerned for
the welfare of others that we are
ready even to die that they may be
saved, ready at the risk of health
and life to earry the good news of
salvation to those who have never
heard it or in the home land to de-
votg our means, our time and our
labor to the task of proclaiming the
glad tidings of great joy which have
come to all peoplet

May this be the happiest and glad-
dest Christmas of our lives. May it
be the time when we see anew the
face of Jesus and tell of his love, his
redeeming love, wherever we may go.
I wish“you one and all a ‘‘Mery,
‘mercy Christmas.’? |

e ap—————

HAVE HAD THEIR DAY

'01d Fashioned Medicines For Catarrh

'No Longer In Vogue.
For many jyears past the usual

treatment for catarrh diseases was |

with' local douclies, sprays, inhalers
and Tiquid medicines composed prin-
c.pally of aleohol, all of which never
¢ured but simply give the temporary
relief and stimilation.

A thorough cure can be made only

by the treatment which removes the

eatarchal ‘po.sons from the bloed,

A new remedy which meets the wre-
guiréemonts’ and which so far has been
mmaxknbly successful in curing ca-
tarrh is Stuart’s Catarrh Tablets.

and mubous membrane only.
Théy ¢an  hardly be classed as a

sevret patent medicine as they aro'

These tablets act upon the blood i

Ueylon Natm'al Green Tea

just as “SALADA” Black is displacing all other

black teas.
grocers.
st 8t, Louis Exposition. 1904.
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Handsome Is
as Handsome

Does

Applies to FURNITURE
as well as anything
else.

Sold only in lead packets. By all
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EHlegant Lot of Parlor Suites
We've just reccived is handsome, and does most beanti-
fully furnish a rrom.  You'll be attracted by the new,
styles we’rc showing, and esperially so by the ridiculously’
ow, price vwe're selling at.

A Fine Parlor Suite for only $15.50.

$17.00, $23.50, $25.00. $30.00 to $50.00.

Oti)ers for

THE McDONALD RUBNITORE GO0, Limited
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®Our Specialties L @

Whole Wheat Flour
Graham Flour -
Gluten Grits

“Beaver” Flour, Manitoba Flous, Crushed Oats, Rolled
Barley, Coarse Grains and Millfeeds of all kinds.

Windsor and Rice’s Fine and Dairy Salt. ¢
Windsor Grainer Salt $1.00 per barrel.

A Woollen Goods of the Best Quality.

T. H. Taylor & Co., Ltd.

PHONE 1.
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WE HAVE ON HAND.
A LARGE SUPPLY OF

LIME,
CEMENT,
SEWER PIPE,
CUT STONE,

&c. Al of the best quality and a
the LOWES1 POSSIBLE RIGIS

J. & J, OLDERSHAW
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FOR BUILDING PURPOSES
you cannot. find a more complete stock of

LUMBER

com of guch valuable t
;s,b root, Hydragtin, red gum of

1ed in tablet tom,whsch
ibating from the blood
mucous pembuno the polnona of

; i!l&ft'l ('Marrh Tablets are large,

lozenges to be taken'|
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in' this section than you will fiud at our ;
rds.  We have the vatiety to meet every A Few Doors West i

g:m d; the grade wmtbe n;;p:-inva.; (;f of Post Office, :
the urpelm cont or. -individul

deplr to Uothers our stock is a littte || TE T HEEE

in quality and’ & little behind in
Favor us with your orders.
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