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what he calls the rebellious talk which is common among
his neighbours, and is already on bad terms with many
around us. I myself am, as it were, a neutral ; as an Ame-
rican woman, it seems to me that the colonists have been
dealt with somewhat hardlyby the English parliament,and

that the measures of the latter have been high-lianded and
arbitrary; upon the other hand, I naturally incline toward
my husband's views. He maintains that as the king's army
has driven out the French and gives protection to the

colony, it is only fair that the colonists should contribute to

its expensea The English ask for no contributions towards
|

the expenses of their own country, but demand that at

least the expenses of the protection of the colony shall

not be charged upon the heavily-taxed people at home.
As to the law that the colony shall trade only with the

mother country, my husband says that this is the rule in

the colonies of Spain, France, Portugal, and the Nether-

lands, and that the people here, who can obtain what land

they choose, and till it without rent, should not grumble
at paying this small tax to the mother country. How-
ever it be, I fear that troubles will come; and this place

being the head and focus of the party hostile to England,
my husband, feeling himself out of accord with all his

neighbours, saving a few loyal gentlemen like himself,

is thinking much and seriously of selling our estate here

and of moving away into the new countries of the West,
where he will be free from all the disputation and con-

tentious talk which occupies men's time here.

" Indeed, Cousin, times have sadly changed since you
were staying with rs five years ago. Then our life was a
peaceful and quiet one; now there is nothing but wrang-

,%t


