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land on his return, and the attempts of his enemies to
undermine his reputation were confuted by the papers
which he brought back with him. For a tiuie Peter-
borough took a considerable part in politics, and his
acrimony in debate so enraged his enemies that his
conduct during the war in Spain was called into
question. A debate on the subject took place. In this
he successfully defended himself from the attacks
made against him, and a formal vote of thanks to him
was passed.

Some years afterwards he retired altogether from
public life, and prixately married Miss Anastasia
Robinson, his tiist v.ife having died many years before.
Miss Robinson was a singer of the highest repute,
of the most amiable character, and kindest disposition.'
There was no rt'ason why the match should not have
been publicly acknowledgod, as the lady wa.<» held in
universal esteem; but, with his usual eccentricity, the
earl insisted on the mairiage being kept a secret.'and
did not announce it until on his death-bed in the year
1735. Lady Peterborough lived in profound retire-
ment, universally beloved and honoured, to the age
of eighty-eight.

Upon arriving in J.undon Jack stayed for a few
days with his friend ({j-aham, whose family lived
there The earl had told the young officer that he
would introduce them to the queen, but, on their call-
ing by appointment on him at his hotel on the third
day after their arrival in town, Peterborough said:

You had best go about your own business for a
time: the queen is out of tuuptir. The ears of min^


