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THE LIFE AND GENIUS OF

except a picturesque old house at the comer of

North and Essex Streets, where there are said

to have been preUminary examinations for

witchcraft.—a matter which concerr" us now

but slightly. The youthful associations of a

genius are valuable to us on account of the

influence which they may be supposed to have

had on his early life, but associations which

have no determining consequences may as weU

be neglected. The hill where those poor martyrs

to superstition were executed may be easily

seen on the left of the city, as you roll m on the

train from Boston. It is part of a ndge which

rises between the Concord and Charles Rivers

and extends to Cape Ann. where it dives into

the ocean, to reappear again Uke a school of

krakens. or other marine monsters, in tne Isles

of Shoals. , „ ., -

New England has not the fertile soil of many

sections of the United States, and .ts racking

climate is proverbial, but it is blessed with the

two decided advantages of pure water and fine

scenery There is no more beautiful section

of its coast than that between Salem Harbor

and Salisbury Beach, long stretches of smooth

sand alternating with bold rocky promontones.

A summer drive from Swampscott to Marble-

head reminds one even of the Bay of Naples

(without Vesuvius), and the wilder coast of Cape

Ann, with its dark pines, red-roofed cottages,

and sparkUng surf, is quite as dehghtful. Wil-

liam Hunt went there in the last sad years of

his life to paint "sunshine." as he said; and
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