
INTRODUCTION TO THE HEART
OF MIDLOTHIAN

THE Author has stated in the preface t^ ti, '"roniclet 0/
the Canongattt, 1827, that he receive '. 1 an anony-
mous correspondent an account of tl.v. incident ujKin

which the following story is founded. Hh i^ now at liberty to
say that the information was conveyed to him by a late amiablo
and ingenious lady, whose wit and power of remarking and
judging of character still survive in the memory of her iriends.

Her maiden name was Miss Helen Liiwson, of Uirthhead, and
she was wife of Thomas Uoldie, Esij., of Craigmuie, Commissary
of Dumfries.

Her couuuunieation was in these words :

'I liad taken for summer kxlgings a cottage near the old
Abbey of Lincluden. It had fcnnerly been inhabited by a lady
who ha»l pleasure in embellishing cottages, which she found
perhaps homely and even poor enough ; mine therefore pos-
sessed many mai-ks of taste and elegance unusual in this species
of habitati( .1 in ScotIan<V he. a a cottage is literally what its

name declares.

•From my cottage do I had a partial view of the old
Abbey before inention* 1 ; some of the highest arches were seen
over, and some tisou^h, the trees sraittered along a lane which
led dov ^ to the ru 1 .<nd the .strange fantastic shapes of almost
all the-*.? >ld ashes n corded wonderfully well with the buildin^'-

they at ohce .shade-1 and ornamented.
' The Abbey itself froiu my door was almost on a level with

the cottage ; but on coming to the end of the lane, it was dis-

covered to be situated on a high peri)entlicH!ar bank, at the


