
PARIS AND SOME OF ITS CHURCHES
devoted himielf to restoring and beautifying the

church, and left full initructioai to be carried out

by hit lucceflior, when death prevented him from

finiihing what had been lo nobly bigun. The work

languished again, however, until the r<^ign of Louis

IX., when Eudes de C16ment and Matthieu de Ven-

ddme took up the plans once more, and completed the

church very much as we now see it

It was at Saint Denis that was enacted the romance

of the scholar Pierre Ab^lard and "la tris-sage

Hilois " of Villon, whose «t^ry is too well known—

and, perhaps, also too secuiur-^to quote here. Both

lie buried now at Pire-la-Chaise, their remains hav-

ing been removed from the monastery at Cluny in

1791 by Lenoir, to his collection of fragments and

old monuments spared from the Revolution. It wu
after the Revolution that the abbey suffered more

terrible damage and desecration than ever invading

heathens or conquering English had worked there.

The Convention, in its haste to rid the country of

every trace of the hated monarchy, must needs assail

dead kings and queens as well as living ones. Conse-

quently every tomb was ravaged and the dust of a

hundred kings lay mingling with the dust of the com-

mon ditch. With the restoration of the Bourbons,

Louis XVIII. ordered also the replacement, as far

as it was possible, of the bones of his dead ancestors;
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