Ver certam Amencan,
th - respect to foreign -
as ~nu(;lea1’{n0n'-prolifere '

ions of that country. Other
ries’ have ‘agreed to a sort of
-oft with the United States;
xchange for American bases or

mterests authoritarian regimes re-
ceive ‘American’ support. .And, no.
matter what is said, it is not easy
to disassociate American positions
.dissidents in the Soviet Union
from - negotlatlons over the SALT
¢ greements. '

tﬁof their populations may be
tally counter-productive. A gov-
rnment under stress as a result of
dictment as repressive withdraws
1to - itself, protects itself and may
- become even more repressive. Pres-
~_ident Carter has been criticized for
f’,harmmg détente by his crusades for
‘human rights, and thus contributing
to: strengthenmg the stranglehold of
. the Warsaw Pact, which will not
promote the liberalization of policy
'in“the. East. European countries.
- Some Soviet dissidents have even
: cused the ‘President - of harming
thelr ‘cause by provoking drastic

et ingful. - T

for protectlon of strategic. American

of Whlch is more modest ambltions,

. an American posﬂ:lon 1’ favour of.;'

human rights may stﬂl be mean-

oo In order to av01d settmg them-
selves up as the -champions of human
rights and mev1tably appearing hyp—

- ocritical, Americans Imght first agree
~ to submit to the same criteria they
seek - “to impose on others In order:
to -accomplish ‘this, it would - be -
- highly preferable - if they concen=
“trated their efforts, as has already
‘been suggested, ‘within the frame- -

work - of multﬂateral .institutions
such ' as” the Helsinki ' agreements

~-and the United Nations. At the very -
-least, a human-rlghts policy would

have -much more chance of sucecess
if it were seen as a strategy of the
Western countries in general.

Next, it follows that Washlng- :

ton should take immediate action
with respect to regimes that are in
power by virtue of American: sup-

port. President Carter has already.

taken some hesitant steps in this
direction in Latin~ America.. Buat

“ these were still very minor in com-
parison with everything that had
been done in the past (and is prob-

ably still being done) to support
authoritarian regimes. Would Amer-
ican policy not have more credibility

if it were aimed at South Korea or’

the Philippines rather than at ifs
longtime rival the Soviet Union?

A further condition is that the
American  Government, = Congress
and people would have to be coura-
geous enough to admit that human

‘rights can sometimes be better
-served by left-wing regimes than by

pro-American ones. Objectively
speaking, it is very difficult to be-

-lieve that Batista had more respect

for human rights than Castro or
that Pinochet is a better: protector
of freedom than Allende was, regard-
less of the value judgments which

may be made of the Cuban revolu- =

tion or the Popular Unity Govern—

ment of Ch]le

~again. hope, positive - results. M

" American contradiction, is nowhere
- close to-being resolved.

" will ever _progress to. this position Ji

Can we still beheve that Americy
oﬂic1als will one day agree to opaf
contemplatlon of a new world ec.Jf
nomic order? Answering these ques [§
“tions in the affirmative requires ;ff| -
great deal of optimism. Be that xl
~it may, it does -appear that this i
the. direction’ ‘a. genuine univers)JE
human-rights- pohcy will ‘have i
take e

“*Meanwhile, all that can be ex
pected is that the American Gover
‘ment will take action one step ata
time, in a way that is not too con-
tradictory - satisfying, .one might
~hope, some of these conditions,
achieving - partial and, one might
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Carter- may- look- like ‘the heir o
Jefferson, but it cannot be denied
" that the spirit of ‘Hamilton is alive
‘around him and within himself. The
odds are that the legacy of Hamilton
will - succeed in  greatly  reducing]
-Carter’s grand- aspirations, if this
has ‘not already happened. Thel§
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