
1938. I am happy to know that, in a moment of crisis, 
personal friendship and mutual confidence, shared over 
many years between Mr. Roosevelt and myself, made it so 
easy for us to conclude the Agreement reached at 
Cgdensburg. In reality the Agreement marks the full 
blossoming of a long association in harmony between the 
people of Canada and the people of the United States, 
to which, I hope and believe, the President and I have also 
in some measure contributed. The link forged by the 
Canada-United States Defence Agreement is no temporary 
axis. It was not formed by nations whose common tie is 
a mutual desire for the destruction of their neighbours.
It is part of the enduring foundation of a new world 
order, based on friendship and good-will. In the further­
ance of this new world order, Canada, in liaison between the 
British Commonwealth and the United States, is fulfilling 
a manifest destiny.

It cannot be assumed that our common background 
would, of itself, have produced harmonious relations 
between the two countries, much as that background has 
helped to make possible a close understanding between us.
The understanding which exists owes its vitality to 
positive and far-sighted statesmanship over more than 
a century.


