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and scientific staff in the various countries., A more effective
method might be to set up a central "Co-ordinating Committee on
Defence Research in the Pritish Commonwealth" with representatives
from all members of the Commonwealth, The Committee could meet
periodically in rotation in the countries participating, or as
may otherwise prove necessary or desirable as the discussions
proceed, Such a Commi'tee could review broadly the generasl
progress of investigations on defence science problems end advise
the appropriate suthorities in esach country on the planning of
programmes of future work, Due regard would require to be paid
to geographic, climatic, and meteorological conditions and to the
distribution of resources and scientific staff within the
Commonwealth, The Committee could also advise the participating
todies on the provision of new defence research facilities and
Interchange of staffs so as to ensure the maxizum economy and co-
ordination of effort, It could also consider any broad problems
of defence science concernings the Comronwealth as a whole,

15 In brief, a Co-ordinating Committee of the nature proposed
would be expected to discuss, and agree on & voluntary basis

on the general programme of work in defence science to be or-
taken by the several members of the Commonwealth, It would alsc
provide a means for the exchange of information on general progress
and similar matters, The members participating would report
proposals to their respective Governments for ratification.

17« I1f this wmethod were generally favoured a Co-ordinating
Committee of the type proposed would seem to form a natural
successor to the Informal Commonwealth Conf rence on Defence
cience now being arranged and the discussions at the latter
might then be expected to be resumed at a later date on similar
lines.

Mothod 4 - The setting-up of an isuthoritetive Committes.

10, It might be argued that even Kethod 3 wou!d not provide fler
sufficiently close integration of the whole Com onwealth effort.
or exampie, the plan ing of the distridution of the ;rogramme
ol research on defence sclence and dec i sions on such qguestions
a8 the relstive priorities and importance of diferent projects
and objoctives might better he based on broad prineiples derived
rom stratecic considerations, uch central planning and general
direction would seer to require the establishment of an sutheri-
tative body at a level comparable with that of the former Commite-
tee of Imperial defence but fully representative of Commonwealth
interests, The establishment of such a body would clearly require
discussions at the highest Governmental levels and full considere
ation of the many interests involved., Full exchange of informa-
tion between the members of the Commonwealth woul! alse bhe required
on the resqurces of scilentific man-power, research and Jevelorment
facilitles, and industrial potential and plens. In addition,
xchange ol views on the planning of defence and similar broad
strategiec questions woul ' e¢learly be necessary,

19.4he United Kingdom delegrtion feel that with the many factors
involved it may not be possible to set up suech a central authori-
tative body but, if it 1is desired, oppor-tunity could be taken at
the Informal Commonwealth Conference on l'efence Science for an
informal exchange of prelininary views between the delerntions.
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20, To summarise, it seems that Method 4, which would involve
inter-governmental discuss ons at high level and consideration of
many aspects outside the realm of defence science, is not needed
at this stage, The present method of meking arrangements for
collaborstion on & bilateral basis (lethod 1) is open to obvious

W.L.M. King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1940-1950,
MG 26 J 4, Volume 237, pages C159843-C 160472

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

CANADA




