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these federations towards direc­
tions that serve particular York 
student needs Policy resolu­
tions the budget and campaign 
focuses are all set explicitly by a 
majority of the general member­
ship
would have particular advantage 
as the largest university in OFS 
and CFS 
general meetings

Lastly we fundamentally be­
lieve that York undergraduates 
should be full members of the 
OFS and CFS

Remember to vote this Tues­
day and Wednesday

inflation, cuts in student services, 
an inadequate OSAP system, 
lousy equipment, over-crow­
ding " It ends by asking if anyone 
is doing anything about this and 
concludes that something is 
being done by OFS and CFS 

Leaving aside the question 
about these groups' efficacy 
when there have been so many 
problems, the Coalition goes on 
to propose that they were effec­
tive in lobbying the provincial 
government and the federal gov­
ernment Let's analyze the claim 
that they affected government 
policy
Claim: "In part due to cuts in fed­
eral transfer payments for post­
secondary education, the Onta­
rio government, in the spring 
budget, contemplated increasing

budgets are spent or. say the 
current campaign priorities of 
either federation

We do happen to think that the 
OFS and CFS are effective lobby 
organizations, ho we verif one 
were to successfully argue that 
they are not effective we would 
still call for a YES vote Why7 We 
believe that OFS and CFS. like 
any other coalition or student 
movement, are only as effective 
as their memberships There’s no 
point in griping on the side lines 
By not being active members of 
OFS and CFS. York students 
have been missing out on guiding

At Tim Evans timl 
I ndrea Shettleworth

Unless you haven't noticed York 
is in the process of a referendum 

The YES-Coalition has been 
actively and blatantly promoting 
the concept of joining OFS and 
CFS to anyone who will listen 

Disappointingly, what has been 
missing is an active NO side This 
is not surprising, however, given 
the amount of money that any NO 
side would need to be effective 
(considering OFS and CFS are 
donating thousands of dollars in 
cash and services to the YES- 
Coalition)

Therefore, to provide a coun­
terpoint. we will critically analyze 
OFS and CFS to allow students to 
make an informed decision 

We realize that many of you 
may not be familiar with the 
recent history rega'rding York's 
relationship with OFS. so per­
haps a bit of background is in 
order When OFS was originally 
founded in 1972. York was one of 
the founding members During 
the period that followed, there 
were three referendums in which 
students voted in favour of stay­
ing with OFS

When CYSF decided to pull out 
of OFS in 1988 there were a 
number of points affecting its 
decision

1 That OFS was not worth the 
S30.000 annual fee that was 
being paid to it.

2 That their name recognition 
and consequent legitimacy 
was low among students

3 That their legitimacy was 
questioned by the govern­
ment and media alike

WHY YES?
We will criticize the reasons for 
voting YES by examining the 
Coalition's own brochure entitled 
"Strength in Numbers."

The brochure begins by ex­
plaining the "evils" that students 
face "tuition costs soaring above

sements have emerged from col­
lege councils in addition to the 
Faculty of Education Students 
Association, the Creative Arts 
Board, the Osgoode Legal and 
Literary Society and the YFS

And, more importantly, stu­
dents in various political, cultural 
and social student clubs and 
organizations including the 
Women's Centre, the Economics 
and Business Society, the Psy­
chology Students Association, 
the International Socialists, the 
Student Christian Movement and 
the Muslim Student Federation 
are also formally supporting the 
YES! side

This is the most diverse and 
committed group of students that 
we can remember uniting in our 
years at York (so committed that 
individuals working in the Coali­
tion are themselves paying for 
the creation and manufacturing 
costs of "Strength in Numbers" 
T-shirts). Perhaps, it is because 
of the massive broad-based nature 
of this group that some have 
recently claimed that only "one

demand a better deal1
Hint: If you selected options # 1, 

#2 or #3, you have largely shut 
yourself out of the struggle for 
accessible post-secondary edu­
cation

If you chose option #4. you 
have opted to join students at 
Western. Queens, Carleton, Ryer- 
son. Dalhousie, Simon Fraser 
and dozens of other campuses 
across Ontario and Canada 
through OFS and CFS

Indeed folks, if you haven't 
guessed already, we are mem­
bers of the York "YES-Coalition" 
intent on making option #4 a real­
ity While York undergrads will 
pay up to seven dollars per year 
(with a full course load) to be 
members of the Ontario Federa­
tion of Students (OFS) and the 
Canadian Federation of Students 
(CFS) — the approximate cost of 
one extremely average Marriott 
meal — the impact of adding our 
voices to these larger student 
movements will save us bundles 
of money in the end.

What does the OFS and CFS do?
Examples ? When Michael Wil­
son (the guy featured in option 
#3) initially announced the pro­
posed Goods and Services Tax 
(GST), the new tax was to apply 
to tuition and residence fees 
After intense lobbying by the 
CFS. the tax on residence and tui­
tion fees was axed Alright! — a 
savings of up to $400 per student 
yearly

Likewise, due in part to cuts in 
federal transfer payments, in the 
period leading up to the submis­
sion of (ex)Treasurer Bob Nix­
on's provincial budget last spring, 
tuition was expected to rise by a 
nasty 15 per cent After lobbying 
by OFS and mass demonstration 
by students province-wide, the 
tuition increase was held to 8 per 
cent — not a complete victory but 
still a net savings of approxi­
mately $150 These are only two 
brief examples of the positive 
effects of OFS and CFS lobbying

Lobbying benefits are com­
plemented by the OFS and CFS 
annual campaigns set by the 
membership —this year focusing 
upon tuition, government assist­
ance and racism on campus 
And. both organizations have 
very active "special interest" 
committees and caucuses (open 
to all member students) includ­
ing women's issues: environ­
mental issues: race and ethnic 
relations: international students' 
issues: disabled students con­
cerns: and aboriginal and lesbian 
and gay issues.

Finally. OFS and CFS provide 
tangible or "material" benefits in 
the form of services such as 
Travel Cuts. International Stu­
dent Identity Cards (ISIC). Stu- 
dentSaver cards. Student Work 
Abroad Program (SWAP), re­
search. resources, and more.
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increase funding vis-a-vis operat­
ing grants

We realize that, according to 
this, the Ministry of Treasury and 
Economics would have an effect 
on tuition rates, but both minis­
tries denied ever contemplating 
increasing tuition by 15 per cent 
Instead, they suggested that per­
haps the writers of the brochure 
were confusing government pol­
icy with the proposals in the 
Queen's Blueprint two entirely 
different policies
Second Claim: "When Michael 
Wilson first introduced the GST. 
it was to apply to already burden­
some tuition rates and residence 
fees After intense lobbying, the 
CFS convinced Wilson to axe the 
tax on tuition and residence 
fees "

Truth: This is an outright lie The 
following are quotes from the 
1987 White Paper on Sales Tax 
Reform: "Most educational servi­
ces provided by non-profit edu­
cational institutions would be 
exempt from tax under the gen­
eral exemption forcharities. non­
profit organizations and govern­
ment bodies

However, for greater certainty, 
there would be a general exemp­
tion for the supply of educational 
services by such organizations 
This would include specific ref­
erence to the supply of education 
at the primary, secondary, and 
post-secondary levels as well as 
extension courses and nursery 
schools "

The White Paper goes further 
All rentals of 30 days or more 

in a residential dwelling will be 
tax-exempt Thus, most apart­
ment and house rentals will not 
be subject to tax The provi­
sion of ancillary services such as 
cleaning, heating, and electricity 
(but not meals), as part of the ren­
tal charge, will also be exempt 
where the rental is exempt 
Under the approach to taxing 
charities, non-profit organiza­
tions and governments outlined 
in Section 10, all rentals of real 
property by this sector would be 
exempt "

This was how the GST was 
introduced These concepts were 
maintained from concept to the 
ultimate bill There was no lobby­
ing needed since what they 
wanted was already there If CFS 
did do "intensive lobbying" for 
their concerns, they wasted a 
great deal of money

How about the federations' 
"strong caucuses and student 
committees that provide a voice 
for groups often left out in the 
decision-making process "

OFS' committees currently 
consist of Women's Issues (7

hy Rate C 'ollins
and Jean Ghomeshi
(Members of the YES-Coalition)

Strength in numbers

OK We've been at York for 
over four years now. and we feel 
at least marginally qualified to 
identify what we see as the major 
problems that we face as stu­
dents in this place

Let's face it, we all know about 
tiresome line-ups in Scott library, 
having to sit on the stairs in an 
overcrowded Curtis lecture hall 
and over-priced texts that we re 
compelled to purchase

These concerns are. of course, 
matched by unbearableyearly in­
creases in the costs of tuition to 
attend our crowded — second or 
third choice — classes (we won't 
mention parking fees, residence 
costs, and our profit-oriented ad­
ministration here)

So to state the obvious ques­
tion: why such hassles? Well, if 
there is one point upon which we 
agree with our esteemed Presi­
dent Arthurs, it is that these prob­
lems are predominantly a pro­
duct of chronic provincial and 
federal government underfund­
ing to post-secondary education 
(PSE).

York students are not alone 
Government underfunding has 
created similar conditions on 
campuses across the province 
and country. Massive cuts in fed­
eral transfer payments and a cor­
responding reduction in PSE 
operating giants as a percentage 
of the provincial budget have left 
York and other universities in a 
relative mess.

So what are the options for a 
York student?

1 Say to hell with it and drop out
of school.

2 Say to hell with it and stay in 
school

3 Attempt — with pathetic res­
ults — to get in touch (let 
alone "do lunch") with Mike 
Wilson and his provincial

/ International Student Identity 
Card: last year. York issued 
only 800 cards When you 
consider that our full-time 
student population is about 
25.000. that is less than five 
per cent of students 
StudentSaver Card: We al­
ready have KHARD 
Canadian Programming Ser­
vice: again, you do not need 
to be a member to use this 
service.

Finally, the Coalition has tried 
to convince us to join by indicat­
ing the other universities that 
have become members 

So what University of
Toronto undergraduates are not 
members (the G S U. after UofT 
in the YES brochure means 
Graduate Students Union) Uni­
versity of Alberta undergradu­
ates are not members And Uni­
versity of British Columbia un­
dergraduates are not members If 
three of the largest universities in 
the country are not members, 
why should we have to become 
members7

WHY NO?
The most obvious reason is 

that neither organization is worth 
the amount of money that we 
must give them yearly ($140.000) 
They do not achieve results For 
example, if OFS/CFS are so 
effective, where were they during 
the recent election?

If lobbying is what we require, 
then we would be better to spend 
the money on a professional 
company that specializes in lob­
bying (and has better connec­
tions). Further, we are also 
members of MUCC (Metro Uni­
versity and College Caucus), 
which costs us nothing 

Besides, there are better things 
we can do with our money 

1 Give $20.000 to each college
2. Give approximately $1.400 to 

each club
3. Give out 140 thousand dollar 

scholarships each year to var­
ious groups (ethnic, finan­
cially underprivileged, dis­
abled, academically gifted)

4 Use the money to fix our 
buildings and residences

5 Keep it in our pockets 
While the concept of national

and provincial student organiza­
tions is sound, they are not worth 
the $140,000 annual fee that it 
would cost us Quite frankly, they 
are a waste of our money 

Above all, the most important 
thing is to vote at the referendum 
A low voter turnout is pitiful We 
can do better: let's decide this 
issue on a broad-base 

Vote NO
If you don't, it's like throwing 

your $7 away

people), Francophone Issues 
(not active), Native Students 
Issues (not active). Disabled Stu­
dents Issues (not active). North­
ern Students Issues (9 people). 
Standing Campaign Committee 
(6people). Raceand Ethnic Rela­
tions (approximately 40 people at 
last symposium), Environmental 
Issues (approximately 24 people 
at last symposium). Gay and 
Lesbian Issues (6 people). Inter­
national Students' Issues (not 
active), and Part-time Students' 
Issues (not active)

This is how active OFS's com­
mittees are (keeping in mind that 
there are no maximums to the 
number of people that can be 
involved).

"The OFS has two researchers 
who provide background mate­
rial for both Federation and 
membership lobbying efforts, 
and provide material on current 
issues as requested by members. 
All research is available to stu­
dents."

If their research is as good as 
the information that they have 
presented in their brochure, then 
you had better not use them for 
your essays

For example, their claim that 
the federal government provides 
73 per cent of the funding for col­
leges and universities is incor­
rect If they had properly done 
their research, they would have

There is no 
mention in any 
proposal to 
increase tuition

CDCGREJoining will 
save us bundles 
of money in the 
end

Counselling & Development Centre

LSAT
GMAT

tuition 15 percent After lobbying 
efforts, spearheaded by OFS. and 
mass demonstrations by stu­
dents. the increase was held to 
eight per cent."
Truth: First, if you check the 
spring budget, there is no men­
tion in it of any proposal to 
increase tuition In fact, after con­
tacting the Ministry of Treasury 
and Economics, they indicated 
that they do not set increases in 
tuition, but that it is the jurisdic­
tion of the Ministry of Colleges 
and Universities.

The Ministry of Colleges and 
Universities indicated that it is 
and was their policy to increase 
tuition the same extent that they

WE CAN HELP
Personal Counselling 

Groups and Workshops 
Learning Skills 

Self-Change and Management 
Self-Help Centre 

University Skills Series 
Community Mental Health 

Consultation 
Room 145

Behavioural Sciences Building

Prep courses

Dec 1 LSAT 
Dec 8 GRE 

Jan 19 GMAT
side" of the OFS/CFS issue has 
been widely addressed in the 
lead up to the referendum voting

In contrast, we see it as a posi­
tive measure that so many differ­
ent York students and student 
organizations have banded toge-, 
ther with a common goal In truth, 
we should celebrate!

Any notion that wide-spread 
grassroots advocacy of the YES 
side is "overriding a democratic 
process" is absurd Many York 
students are uniting for what we 
believe is a progressive step for 
our future.

Clearly, we all had the option to 
form a similar Coalition on the 
so-called "NO" side of the issue, 
but we chose not to In addition 
the implications of an active Coa­
lition of this size are impressive

Future for activism at York
The "bottom-line" for a major­

ity of us working on this cam­
paign is not ultimately the YES 
vote on Tuesday and Wednes­
day. but the efficacy of a strong 
student movement (coalition) at 
York to effect change after the 
referendum is over

This effective activism will not 
just manifest itself within the pro­
vincial and national federations 
(should a majority of York under­
grad voters support membership 
in OFS/CFS). but also in address­
ing issues that we face specifi­
cally at York Doubtless, when 
there is a need for York students 
to have their voices heard in any 
area of concern in the future, a 
coalition of this strength may be 
very beneficial

Not claiming utopia
Let us be very clear We are not 

arguing
any point in recent weeks - that 
the OFS and CFS are flawless 
institutions that we ought to wor­
ship York students have every 
right to express interest and con­
cern about how the OFS and CFS

For information about one 
and two weekend courses

(416) 923-PREP 
1-800-387-5519

We offer courses in Toronto. 
London. Ottawa and Montreal 736-5297
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ROYAL AGRICULTURAL WINTER FAIR 
November 4-18, 1990

Free Uniform and Guard Licence for all personnel. 
Apply in person 9-5 Mon-Fri

Neither organi­
zation is worth 
the money that 
we must give 
them
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FOOD â THOUGHT /IIIdiscovered that the transfer that 
covers the colleges and universi­
ties also covers health care

Since the province simply puts 
(he transfer into general rev­
enues. it is impossible to deter­
mine how much goes to health 
and how much goes to colleges 
and universities, although the 
province estimates that it is about 
42 per cent

The YES-Coalition also claims 
that CFS provides many services 
to its members Services such as:
/ Student Work Abroad Pro­

gram but they fall to tell you 
that you do not have to be a 
member to use this service 
Travel CUTS again, you do 
not have to be a member to 
use this service

I 0 I O Â Y m
A broad-based Coalition

OK We've jotted down some 
straightforward information 
about OFS and CFS Let s get 
back to the real point of all this 
which is a student movement,

Voyageur’s new 4+2 Student Booklet gives 
you two free bus tickets when you buy 

and use the first four in the booklet. 
Valid for travel between the same two cities 

for nine months. There are no travel day 
or date restrictions. Get yours today.

Stuff your face and stuff your mind with free bagels and 
cream cheese and the chance to hear entertaining and 
informative speakers. Held Mondays at 12 noon at the 
JSF Portable unless indicated otherwise.

In the future a 
coalition of this 
strength may be 
very beneficial

with particular regard to York 
students.

Something very exciting is 
presently happening around this 
YES-Coalition" which we briefly 

mentioned A large and diverse 
group of York undergrads have 
come together in support of a 
vote for membership In OFS and 
CFS

This coalition includes student 
several endor­

MONDAY, OCTOBER 29
When Love Meets Tradition: 
dilemmas of intermarriage.
An informal discussion with Dr. Stuart Schoenfeld, 
Professor of Sociology and Jewish Studies at 
Glendon College, author of the report on intermar­
riage and Jewish identity, commissioned by the 
Ontario Region of the Canadian Jewish Congress.

Voyageurnor have we been at
Mm
mefinance counterpart to dis­

cuss the state of education 
4 Unite with other students 

from around the province and 
the country, organize, and

VEÇÇfES!
/

governments


