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and Conceptual Enclosure”. This let-
ter is to bring out some of my reasons
for opposing sustainable development
-which Liberals, Tories and the NDP
support - to a wider audience.

Sustainable Development permeates
environmental discussions in Canada.
Itis my belief thatsustainable develop-
ment brings with it a world view and a
terminology, namely “conceptual enclo-
sure”, that can shut out some realities.

“Development” implies unfolding
of a “potential”, so that the existing
situation becomes devalued. As it is
popularly understood today, develop-
ment has come to mean economic
growth. This, because an economic
system, the market economy i.e. capi-
talism, requires economic growth and
unending consumerism, and develop-
ment becomes equated with this.

We find with the use of the concept
of sustainable development, that indi-
catorsof “development” are used which
clearly reflect the dominance of the
“developed” countries. Thus indica-
tors, like per capita income, can be
2asily marshalled to show the superior-
ity of industrialized, high-consumption
societies, compared to Third World
countries. Yet, measuring other indi-
cators, such as family cohesivenessand
responsibility for the care of elderly
members, respect and protection of
nature, etc. could show entirely differ-
ent rankings.

In Canada, environmental indica-
tors are selectively chosen to illustrate
the perspective of sustainable develop-
ment, that economic growth can con-

tinue along with economic protection.
For example, graphs put out by Envi-
ronment Canada, on the pulp and
paper industry, show falling figures for
BOD (bio-chemical or biological oxy-
gendemand) and TSS (total suspended
solids), and rising production for pulp
and paper. However, this information
isselective because otherenvironmen-
tal indicators for pulp and paper mills,
that do not show the ideological mes-
sage, “everything is known and under
control/gettingbetter” etc. are ignored.

In Nova Scotia, “development”
means local environmental degrada-
tion and destruction, plus erosion of
community power from the commu-
nity to provincial, national or interna-
tional centers. Conflicts become “re-
solved” using the criteria of the
developers, which means the local af-
fected community, if it can participate,
can only do so using an alien language,
e.g. cost benefit analysis, which does not
reflect its concerns. Environmentally,
destruction takes place and no one can
be directly held accountable. Overall,
with “development”, a minority ben-
efits at the expense of the majority.
Internationally, a Western economic
development model is imposed on the
Third World.

Sustainable development will not
change how we relate to the natural
world. We will continue on the de-
structive path.  Economics has to
become subordinate to ecology. We
have to move from a psychology of “I
consume therefore I am”, to identify-
ing with the natural world, so that an
injury to nature is an injury to oneself.
Development and its clone, sustain-
able development, must be opposed.
To successfully oppose ongoing envi-

ronmental destruction, means tomove
power from the market and the state
back to the communities.

David Orton

Breathers heware

To the editor:

About a week ago | arrived at the
School for Resource and Environmen-
tal Studies (SRES) to go about my
regular business. However, when |
entered the building, I found it had
been completely dishevelled by some
painters who had come to spruce up
the place. It has since become impos-
sible to occupy the building for more
than a few minutes at a time. The
university has chosen to use heavy oil-
based paints - the cheapest no doubt,
and also probably the most toxic. The
fumes from this paint are so noxious
that after a period of only 10-15 min-
utes, eyes begin to water and heads
begin to ache. Recently I discovered
compelling, although circumstantial,
evidence of the toxicity of this paint.

Thebuildings thathouse SRES have
long been known to also harbour a
small but thriving population of mice.
Nobody pays them any mind, as they
normallyrestrict theiractivity tonights
and weekends when the only other
creatures sharing their abode are a few
unfortunate grad students.

However, last Thursday as 1 was
occupying myself at the photocopier
amidst the bustle of a regular workday,
Inoticed amovementoutof the corner
of my eye. Looking down, I spotted
one of the resident mice very slowly
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amblingacross the hall. I made amove
owards the animal and it scarcely ac-
knowledged my presence. Instead, it
continued its lethargic pace, slowly
wandering down the hall toward the
reception area, oblivious of the bright
light, workday surroundings normally
so hazardous to the survival of amouse.

Could the aberrant behaviour of
this one mouse be related to the perva-
sive, noxious paint fumes in the build-
ing. Possibly. Possibly not. Empirical
evidence isfarfrom conclusive. Clearly
the conduct of the mouse was highly
irregular. In the absence of any obvi-
ous physical debilitation, some neuro-
logical disorder, possibly caused by ex-
ternal environmental factors such as
toxic fumes, seems to be the logical
explanation.

If the paint is having such a rapid
effect on the mouse population, then
how is it effecting the human popula-
tion that must work in the building. At
SRES, most people take a direct inter-
est in such issues. Given the choice,
we would prefer a more sensible and
sensitive product. Unfortunately, be-
ing part of the larger university com-
munity, we are denied the choice. It is
symptomatic of one of the larger prob-
lems facing society asa whole. Positive
change is often stifled because the po-
liticaland social institutions thatframe
our actions are so solidly entrenched.
Waste reduction versus incineration is
a relevant example. Ultimately soci-
ety must overcome these barriers so
that people can make well informed
choices. We must be able to chose, for
then can we hope to achieve effective
political and social transformation.

Todd Keith

We've gotta talk

To the editor:

I am very pleased to see that there
are more people spending more time/

money on social development and
planet protection, yet there are many
people, including myself, wholose sight
of the close relationship between com-
munication and the environment.

Take the following situation. Two
peopleare partaking inagivenconver-
sation. The atmosphere is projected in
a most unnatural way. The 10,000
watt stereo system is in full effect. Cars
are zipping by, screeching and honk-
ing. I'sdark. The only lightavailable
is coming from the neon pizza sign up
above. Sirens scream as smog enters
the lungs of people running past each
other. Everything is happening too
fast. Certain elementsofthe conversa-
tion between the two are lost in the
hectic environment. The dominant
receiver is left standing with mere por-
tions of what was being said and ges-
tured. So naturally, what was said by
the speaker can be taken in many
different ways. The end result could
either amuse or offend, but never will
its interpretation match its precise in-
tention.

[t is safe to say that on certain occa-
sions everyone, including myself, has
and will come to a point where they do
not want to communicate, but if you
find thatyouare carrying nothing other
than regret, then talk it out, converse,
conclude, eliminate, release. Sitdown
and get to the root of the problem.
Make sure you are in the right zone.
For a conversation to be productive it
would have to proceed at a natural rate
in a natural environment.

Human beings, and the planet on
which they are found, are one in the
same. Every time a tree is uprooted
from the earth, a dream is stolen from
our minds. Every kilogram of plastic
that is brought into this world, is
brought into ourselves. We must heal
ourmotherfirst. Thenshe will save us,
for this is where the buck stops, and we
the people start.

Chris Andrews
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