
National Idea in
-Periodic als

THE confederation of the four provinces formingthe Dominion of Canada was the consequence of
man years of struggle towards political union.
There existed at the saine tume a desire to ex-

press national aims and ideas in other than political
ionm anLd this desire found journalistic fulflinent when
"The Ration" was published i Toronto. The first
number was issued on April 2, 1874, at 66 Church Street,
and thé7 prospectus shows the ideals of the new weekly.

't'The Nation,' an independent weekly newspaper
devoted to National politics, National culture and
National progress.

"The tinte appears to have arrived when an appeal
Inav be made with confidence to, those who prefer the

"controverted elections," and 'Ithoroughly non-coin-
mittal" is a phrase that even yet properly describes the
Vice-R egal speech.

Thrs bit of political gossip, i connection qWith the
rumour that Sir John Macdonald was about to resign as
Leader of the Opposition, is 'of înterest: "Sir John
voluntarily resigns, on the ground or plea of ill-health.
* * * Whether his retirement wifll be more than tei-
porary-it would be useless now to conjecture ; for that
will depend on circuinstances which no one can foresee."
The "Ïtrmn" to.ok place just seventeen years'later,
when Sir John A. Macdonald, alter long service au
Preimier, died. in the midst of bis work.

The stormy days of the first Riel rebellion are re-
called in this paragraph.; "Louis Riel, the member elect
for Provencher, Manitoba, over whose head is hangîng
the charge of being concerned i the iurder of Trhomas
Scott, miade bis appearance at Ottawa on Monday, and
took the oath and signed the roll in the Clerk's office.
* * * The temerity of Riel appearing at Ottawa and
entering the Parliamnent buildings, under the circumn-
stances, has created a strong feeling o f indignation
throughout Ontario, and steps have been taken to secure
bis arrest, independent of the warrant in possession of
Attorney-General Clarke."

In the literary notes the reader is informned that the
enthusiastic youth of Glasgow UJniversity'are clamourig
for Emierson as Lord- Rector in -the roomi of Mr. Disraeli.
A despatch from. the "Daily 'telegraph" announices :
l'The remains of Dr. Livingstone were embarked on the
steamner at Aden ont the 23rd tilt., and are now on their
way to england."

'tle social news froni England includes an ttccount of
the reception accorded the Duchess of Edinburgli, on
which occasion Queen Victoria's costume, instead of
being umrelieved black, wes distingiiished by such touches
of coion as mauve and white daisies in her bonnet and
a mauve parasol.

The new books announced are sermnons by Dr. W.
Morley Pumshon and Dr. Cochrane of Brantford, "Letters
froin H-igli Latitudes," by Lord Dufferi, "The Wild
North Land," b y Captain Butler, and a "Conplete Can-
adian Edition of the Poems of Alfred Tennyson, D.C.L."

SAmong those who took an active iterest in "The
Nation" and who are yet known as public-spirited Can-
adians are Lieutenant-Colonel George T. Denison and
Mr. John Ross Robertson. But after a few volumpes of
"The Nation" had appeared, the spirit whith had led to
its publica.tion fouid expression in other forns than
journalisni and it was not until 1883 that the niational
idea onxce morne foipxd ontward and visible siÈn i "The
Week."
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