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Mr. A. S. Vogt, fving to the cravîmg
Condiietor of Mende1s"ohn Choir. for ideal expression

thian any other asso-
ciation. Let it not lie cointed iiito Toronto alone for
righttonisne.-s tha t thle Mendelssohn Choir holds to-day
its unqîîestioned supreniacy. Thle 11arîtv of the meim-
bers are flot nativ es of the capital of Ontario while the
conductur of thein ail cornes front the famous Germon
settiement ofl W aterloo Cuunty, which has sent forth
keen financiers and level headed leaders-nmen with Teu-
tonic reserve force united to sucl i ervous eniergy as
deveýlops best in the hracing air of this western world.
The Mýenidelssohin Choir is trnily national and its, tri-
uniphis are a inatter of Canadian pride.

The history of the concerts lias been one of early re-
cognition and continuons progress. For une year the
choir dîsbanded, owing to the cunductor having pressure
of work. But su great was, the place it badl held ini the
popular regard that it was re..organised in î<goo and lias
mnade sucli a record during the last six years that it
has won an ahiding place in the gratitude and esteemi of
those who are moved by concord of sweet sounds.

One of its greatest' educative effects lias been the
crvating and fostering of a taste for good orchestral
performances. 'The PittWyturg Symphony Orchestra is
generally regarded as its harînonions comrade and the
thousands who have been gratfied hy the tuagnificent
combinied work would duu'ibtless echo the remark of au
enthusiastie auditor :"They were intended for each
other." The association began Ii 1902 when Mr. Victor
Herbert was leader of the Pittsburg organisation ;and
when Mr. Ernil Paur succeeded to the command in 1904,
the union stood firmn and is now stronger than ever.

Mr. Paur is nuw grectedl in Toronto on lis annual
appearance with an enthusiasm sucli as only a master
in his art can evoke. He is over fiftv vears of age,
having been humn in Czernowitz, Austria, in H85 is
early musical training was received in that citv
of inspiration, Vienna. In Vienna, Berlin. Mann-
heimi and Leipsie, lie won high honours and finally was
inlduced in 1892 to corne tu Boston for a five years' en-
gagement as conductor of the great Symphoiiy Or-
chestra. Then lie went to conduct the Philhiarmonie
SoLiety of New York and the German operas in the

Metropolitan Opera Flouse. lie returned to Europe for
a season)t where lie won repeate<l triumphs in Vienna,
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heard for the first
tinte ïn. Buffalco last

Mundav showed lis Mr. Emil Paur,
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treatment of a pro-

foundly puetic compoi(sitioni. Ile alw,îvs brings tu, Can-

ada sornethîig that wi(lens and< enkindles the îîîusiîcal

horizon, his niogt unusual work thîs year lîeing the

Tfsdhaikowski "Symnphony NO. 4, in F Minor."
The repertory of the Mendelssohn Choir lias included

the great choral compositions of thîe masters, witlî
andl without accompaniment. Catholieity lias înarked

the dhoice of the conductor and the result lias been au
education of the musie-lovîng public in whatever wcrk is
of good report. Slav ur Scandînavian, Teuton, Celt,
Saxon or Magyar-it iniattvrs tiot, so long as the cuin-

position belongs to tbe universal realîn of truc art.
When it was annouruced in the autumn of î9u,5 that th(e
Beethoven Choral Symphony would be gîven ini thc fl-
lowing Fehmuary, the youuigest crîtid alniost died uf

friglit lest the Mendelssohin choir were about to attcmpt
the impossible. But this flower of choral and orchestral
adhievement blooned right gloriouisly in last \'ear's
cycle and was even more splendid in the week tlîat bas
closed. What it meant in xnonths of patient training
and indomitable effort was soinewhat realised by the
thousands who sat spell-bouîîd on the night of February
fifth as that unequalledl finale soared to eînpyrean
heights as were

"The starry threshuld of ,Tove's court
*..where those imnortal shapes

0f briFlit aetiai spirits livc' insphered
In regions nîld of c,îlm and serene air
Ahove the suioke and stir of this

dimn spot whîch men caîl E,'arth."

To speak in terras, adequate to lis ahility and flot
offensive to lis modestv, of the work of Mr. A. S. Vogt
is a delicate ta<k indfeed. But there bas grown up
through the years sucli an appreciation of this une
man's superb leadership, of the personality that maltes
more than two hundred singers the instrument of lis
unifying genins, of bis îînwaveriflg loyalty t() the lest
ia musical art, of his unceasing effort towards tlie su-
perlative in execution, that it is the mierest justice to
Say that lie is une of our most valuable and inspiring
citizens. The members ut his, choir give hm. flhc de'-
voted service that a regiment offers the bora coin-
mnander, for they know the manner uf mani and ýrtîist
who wields the baton. The best work is neyer paid fur
in coin witlb Caesar's inscription
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