
T

T M E

Canadian Co)urier
THE NATIONAL WEEIiLY

Toronto, October 2nd, 1909 No. 18

GRIA l'1 RITALN is on the eve of

a geli(rdl electioîî wnhich is of RF L E
greater înterest to Canadians than any
prevïouis episode of a sîimillar nature. B y S T A F F
I. rnakcs, little difference to Canada
whether Premier Asquith rernains in poNver or \vlcilîcr the Rt. I Ion.
A. J. Balfour returiis to thc treasurv beniches. -A lberal or a Con)-
servative victory is flot of much imiportance so far a-, our relationsý.
with the Crown are concernied. \Ve are ixîtercsted, huwever, in tlhc
Ilouse of Lords.

Every one xviii admit the peeuliarity of out iîîîerest. That w c
should he more interestcd lu the fate of the Peers than iii that of tie
Tariff Reform movemnent is almiost iniexplicable, but so it is. Thosc
ancestral homes, those deer forests aîid gaine prescrves, aîîd thuse
Iovely wonîen who wear corunets aie part and parcel of the British
spectacle. Because we have niotlinig of tie kind uver liere, xve sorte-
what thrill with pride whien we cousider that w ,e owvn a few shares oi
the "commun stock" in the peerage. Indeed we have une or twu
shares of the preferred in Lord Strathicoîîa and Lord Mountstephien.
Besides, in the western world, xve love a fighit. The Lords have beeni
showing fight. Our Senate nieyer fighits. Only once il fouglîIt-anid
won. The spectacle of tie Lords fighitiîîg the Lloyd George Budget
against the almost expressed wvill of a nation is si) pluckv that xve have
become interested.

IF the Dominiun (iuvernment wc to pass a law to the effeeut that
every man selling a piece of land, tariti landl or city lut, slîuuld pay

one-fifth of bis profit as a special tax, whlat would Canadians tlînk ?
If a farmer who buys a section of land, 640 acres , at $5 an acre and
sells it again at $i5, had to pay unie-fifîi of this "unecarnied îiicrenmelt'
to the Government, ini this case $i ,28u, wliat xvoul(î lie thiîîk? If a
mani who bought a lot on Yonge St., Toronto, tweiity years ago for
$5,000, were to sel! at $25,ooo aîîd find that 1we had to pay the Goverui-
ment $4,ooo as its share of the increased value, what would lie think?

This is the principle in the British budget to whiich Lord Rose-
bery objects. H-e calîs it the thin edge of the Socialistie wedge and
the first stage in nationalisation. It is onily fair to say that land taxes
in Great Britain are îîot su lîigh nor su conîmon as in Canada, but this
due)s flot alter the burden of the proposcd niew taxes. liideed because
tuie unearned încrement in Canada cornes more quickly, it would lie
(,\eCi less hardship to part with a percentage of it than in Great l3ri-
tain where land values have grown steadilv but sluwly.

If Canadiaus object tu socialistic measuresý and nationalisation of
land at home, they surely' cannot approve of teeineasures in Great

Brti.They mutsympathise wihL r oseýberv ini his poçý
against sorte elements of the much-discussed B'udget.

SF the Lords refuse to pass the Budget, the fat wil! be ini the fic.
AThere must bc a general election. But, in addition, all sorts uf

things would go înt Britain free of duty--especially tea, wvhisky and
tobacco. And what a carnival of importation thiere will 6e for a few
weeks! Since May, there has been an increase iu taxation of varions
sorts, and all these increases would be recoverable at law. The army

and the navy would bc in a peculiar position, with little of importance
happening. There wou!d be a mild sort of chaos.

That is just why Canadians are interested. Our Sexiate could
nleyer gel up the courage to do so noble and striking a deed, hence we
have begun bu, think the House of Lords some pumpkins. Then again,
thle Peers mnay really be like our Senate and they may be blufflng only,
lu the meantime, we walch-and wNait.

Mp OR old Hogtown-it is in trouble again, because of its gluttony.
Somne years ago it drove a hard bargain with a street railway

company. It was so bard that aI first it looked somewhat 111 for the
company. Then Toronto grew and grew, and the railway begaui tu

-1À
bc. ')oiil l'lie pfl >it s îîuw hax cIJO~ N S beco n su large t bat the aîîuuial share
rcceive d by the cit atm uîits lulixalf a

~VR 1 T E R S muillion dollars, Tiis a treniendus
animual rcuît;l for a sI rect railway

franchiise. ii aQu cit \ V W iee peop>le are gene aill propertis

he trouble i s catused by tic ticket buyeî s \vhli are îiow advanc-
ing the argumnît t bat t lis liaif îîîilliun dullars i s eoining ont of thecir

puekets and is lovcritig the taxes pa;idl by aIl the iieh mcen and big
corporations whio owuu èity property. The fraticluise runis unltil 1921,
and lui the time ycî to clapse the cily v xii receive Icux million dollars,
aIl of xvhich xvill go to i clieve rîcli iiien's taxes. 'lle people wlio pay
thle street car fares say 1h is is nut cquitable.

'Flic renîedy is ilot visib)le. 'l'le sI reel raiway coinpauiy says il is
satisiietl anid il docsn't desire lu chanîge the fares. 'flic citv lias a
<ffod contract, and is afraid to cliaiige it, lest it -et the worst of Uie
chîange. In the illeauîi me the pool muatî contiues Iu pay a fare whicli

brings enoughi profit imbt the ciy tsury tu reduce aIl taxes oui pro-
pcrty by five or teut per cent.

Wliat a w'eary %vorld il is. "If xve hiad nul dune it, wc xvouid have
been scorned for nul bcing far-sighited , ve did it and uîow we are wor-
ried t() dealh becauise of tlie unearlied profits we are putting in onr-
purse.'' Suchi is Toronto's lainent.

P REM I1ER ('OtTIN of ()nebec lias t plulîleni on lis biands. Ile an-
11i1unced t hat iii Scîeiiîhcr, igi o, lie wuuild probibi t te cxplo~rt of

pl)upxoo(l cuit ou the cruxvni lands of lus province. 'Hiien the Unîited
States governincuil came along atîd gave humi a punch whli staggered
lus good resolutions about vait ing iiîîtil next v ear tu iiitke lis inuove.
''ie lotul)t arises, becauise bue blowv wvas iiidirecl. Il wais g1iveu iii the
furin of an ilîcrecasedl duly on paper guiuîg it the Unîited States and
only hît Sir ouner îlîroti:gihis frieuids tlîe paper-miakers.

Sir humer rnade a promise tu the .Aîuericaui purcluaser of lus tiîul
ber reserves that foi heu years be w-unît! nut discriiîîiîîate againisi thcm.
That promise will flot bce ftîlly redcerned until Sepleinber, 1910, and
we would advise Sir Lonîer to wait unti1 thenl. Truc, the provocation
and the temptation are great, but a Canadian statesmaîi should cîr on
the side of fair-dealing raîher than fail too close tu strict dealing. The
lane of international întercourse is long, and there are many turnings.
It looks as if the Unîited States xvanls to figlît, but let that fact be
made unimistakalyl clear before any- Canadian retaliation is attempted.
Amicable and pleasant relationus beýtween ouir ieiglîbours and ouir

selves are t00 imipo)rtant to be prejudiced by a slighit wiich is su in-
direct and casual as to be enlitlcd bu very little notice. het us wait
îatiently for the big hump. If it dae., un t cule, w e shiail uit be suri y

that we waited.

H ON. MR. BRO1)EUR'S stateilent, on his returui froni Lonidon,
tlîaî thiere wîll be îîo poltics in the pruposed Caniadian unavy is

reassuring. lb is ho lbe hoped that 6ie xvii! begîn at nce by renîuving
ail the x-essels now operating unider the Marine I epartnieni froin the
realm of polîtical traffie. There is a suspicion abroad, iIl o)r xvîsely
founded, that in spile of Mr. Brodeur's anxiety lu elimnate polieis
from lis department, bc lias nul wholly succeeded, Nor can 6ie
fully realise bis ambition until the wvlole Outside Ciil Service is
bruught under the suîrerme contrul of the Civil Service Cominissioner.
This is a uîecessary preîimiiiary to the state of affairs whiclî 7Nr.
Brodeur and the country su anxiuusly desire.

Slrangely enuugh the opposition bu the extension of the ine\ Civil
Service Act to the Outside Service is nul coining su mucli f romn the
Minislry as froîn the Members and their Backers. A meier wilh-
ut patronage would bc something îuew and a l3acker without patron-

age would be even newer. However, il is ail a malter of education,
and the believers lu civil service refurm must continue Iheir activ-e
agitation. This is the season and the upportunity.
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