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Blaine read the opening linos of the first
letter lio opened, and bis bronzod faoe
grewrigid.

"9No, MY dear friend," he read, "I can-
not answer your question in the waýy you
would liko, and it is unfair not to teu you.
Not that 1 don't admire you as a friend,
but 1 could neyer cae for you in tbat way
and I could nover marry You-novor.

"I could really care for you more than
1 m wiling to admit if 1Iwould lot my-
soif; but I arn afraid-and bocause 1 arn
afraid I will not permit mysIf to wreck
both our lives. And my reasons for feeling
that way about it will probably appeal to

youa very fanciful one; but to me it is
V=r ra and tangible.

"it is sunply this-that you are s0
absorbod in your profession and 80 taken
Up with your work that i time 1 would
bocome a more secondary consideration.
Don't shako your head and say 'non-
sense,' for 1 know, my dear friend.
While other wives might fear the power
of the gainbling table or the saloon my
rivais are the law books that are tho
'botter bal' of your 11e, and whoae loss
you are no doubt mourning right now."

Blaine stopped reading, and recalled
with alittie shudder how that veymon-
ing when a "'wbis bang" bad burst in
front of the dugout it had aroused him
from a mental discussion of a very inter-
esting point on the law of "precatory
devises,, coupld with the tantalizing
knowlodgo that tbe frayed copy of "Lewin
on Trusts"wbich would settie the point
was back on the second right band sheif
in his Rockport office, now "closed during
the war."

"Ves, I remember. 'Omaha Bll' the
b)oys aIways ealied him," Uterrupted

Blain, "ad howas awaysblwg -about
how much better they di t in lthe
States-'out west where 1 corne from,
Miste.'"?

i"ThIit 501111( just like him, aM he
Ws rather down on the Allies in this
war", Brodrick went on, "almost a
C.erman sympathzer. Didn't think much
f the idea of my enlisting and expressed

bis opinion quito forcibly."
"But surely that wouldn't make any

difféence wit hbis will," demurred Biaise
comfortablY.

"It did though, and he's cut me off
without even the proverbial shilling, or
dollar, I think it is in New Brunswick."

"Too bad," sympathized Blame, eyeing
the offonding document greedily.

"Read it," growled Brodorick, pushing
it across the table yýt a savage gesture.

Blaino snatchd up the document
eagerly, and glancçd over it with a
practised eye.

"Short, sweet and to the point," he
remarked pleasantly.

"Everything else but sweet to me,"
grumblod Broderick. "I wouldn't really
caro if the money was gomg to anyone 1
knew; but the next nearest heir is a
fourth cousin in Omaha that 1 neyer saw
in my life. But read it over and give un
the full benefit of knowmg how it fools ta
lose a cool hundred thousand dollars."

ci'Wheroas,' " read Blame, "'my
nephew Arthur Broderick has soon fit t.
enlist with the Canadian troops for
Ovorseas Servie, I heroby wiII and declaro
that the saud Arthur Broderick shail not
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«You will remember," hie read on, "how
you couldn't even go away for a week end
without the latest copy of the 'Canadian
Law Notes," and that giving up Sjour legal
work to enlist was the greatest sacrifice
cf ail. No, my friend-"

He crushed the letter in his braway
hand and glanced across at Broderick who
was eagerly pouring over a legal lookmng
document with a famiiar red seal "set like
a sun in the margin."

It looked so much like old times that,
notwit hstanding the disappointment which
had just corne to hiîn with such crushing
and uaexpccted force, hie found hiinself
longing to finger this tangible reminder
of bis profession, and hoping that Brod-
crick would discuss ils contents with him.

Broderick however, gave indication of
sharinghis intcresting find. 11e finishcd
reading and sat siently scoxling at the
innocent Iooking paper.

"Don't, that. be:ît.Il- and L.ouvan,"'
lie exclaimied finally.

"W"hlat's (bing?" queried thle other.
"You remeinher nie getting the cabe

the first of last niontb that Uncle Bill was

"4Yen, and hie imust ho awfully dead by
this tirne," agreed Mhaine %with a cheerful
grîn.

"Wehl, hore's -a cerf ifiod copy of bis
nil "claiiiedl Broderick, slapping the

documen t On t h li1it t le t a 1 4e.
''Did hoe reneinlwr vou tlherein?"
"Ob, lie rmîl'rdnie xith a yen-

gealire. île liaid !ever mnarried, a.nd 1
wa., luis neariet . ai ve, andi a great
fav ori1 e f Iii. A ýr- aid lio was gomnt
to oha ve11w h is ae er v i~en lhodied.
Ile lia i inade lus îionev iin thec Statcs,

under any circumstancos take any part
or share of my estat.' "

"He was bound to, make it Plain
enough," comxnented Broderick.

"That's ail, anid it's properly signed and
witnessed," concluded Blaine.

"Enough too," declarcd Broderick
gloomily.

"I think you said you were your
unle's heir, so that the property would
bave gone to you if there had been l'o
ivili?" queried Blaine.

"Yes, but that does me no good when
there is a will."

"Your eccentrie uncle bas merely giveil
anothor striking illustration of the estab-
lished rude that the jolly testator who
makes bis own will is after ail the laqWyis
bcst friend," declared Blaine.

"But he's oertainly not my frien(I,
demurred Brodorick.

Maine leancd forward with an abri
look of professional zeal on bis face and
t apped the will lovingly.

"Your uncle has st umbled on one of the
most interesting legal points imaginable"
ho declared with marked enthusiasîl.

"Explain," urgcd Broderick. 'Ise S

Plain bank manager when I'm homo and
never pretended to know anything abli
law."

'1t is an eFtablished principîfi Of thO
English law," Blaine %vent on didactIcSIYP
"t bat any man' may dispose of bis owll

property by mWil to any porson ho wisbe5
and mnax utterly disinherit his beir if he 50

'Ive just learned that by bitter ex-

ueino"interrupted Broderick.
Bu "continued Blaine eagrl, "t 19

c(11i.1llV well estal)shed that .1n11intenticli
Ilat the lieir will not take, although ez
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