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construction purposes have not been in
demand in the great lumber markets of
the world, the United States and Europe,
principally because the forest of these
regions have light timbers in large quan-
tities that are better suited for general
construction timbers than the so-called
hardwoods of the tropics. The coniferous
woods, or softwoods, of the temperate re-
gions of North America, Europe and Asia
stand in sharp contrast with that of the
hardwood forests of the tropics. On the
one hand coniferous forests occur in pure,
or nearly pure, stands that make their

lumbering on a large scale more profitable,
hence the lumber industry has been highly
developed; on the other hand the hard-
wood tropical forests are more complex
in character and usually far away from
well-developed industrial regions, hence
capital has not been attracted to their
exploitation on a large scale. Moreover,
because of the great development of the
lumber industry, especially in the United
States, there has been an over-production;
the surplus finds its way to all parts of the
world and large amounts have been ab-
sorbed by the tropical countries. The
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contribution that tropical forests have
made to the lumber markets has been
woods for special uses rather than those
for general construction purposes. Many
woods of tropical countries are used local-
ly for general construction purposes, that
never find their way into outside markets.
The study of tropical forests show that
while they are more complex in composi-
tion than coniferous forests of tempetate
regions, yet this complexity is not so great
as formerly supposed. The complexity is
increased by the undergrowth trees that do
not reach commercial sie. The trees that
reach huge size and overtop the under-
growth species are composed of compara-
tively few species whose woods are little
known. Also, a large percentage of these
trees produce rather. soft hardwoods that
are easily worked. Thus, the estimated
stand of timber in'the Philippines is 200,-
000,000,000 board feet, more than 100,-
000,000,000 of which are light hardwoods
that can be and are being substituted
locally for many purposes to which im-
ported coniferous woods were put. These
forests also occur in sufficiently heavy
stands to warrant the establishment of
fairly large lumbering operations that will
reduce the cost of their utilization. A
recent estimate of the area and stand of
timber in some of the large tropical forest
regions is as follows:
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Southern Brazil__ __ __ 26 650
Amazon Basin___ __ __ 1,024 3,400
Northern South America 200 500
Indo-Malay Region__ __ 320 1,600
Totall 0 o 18045 6,150

The forested area of the United States
is estimated at 550,000,000 acres, carry-
ing a stand of timber of 2,800,000,000,-
000 board feet. Thus the Amazon region
alone is estimated to have some 600,000,
000,000 feet more than is found in the
United States.

GROWING TIMBER ON THE FARM.

Timber is essentially a poor-land crop.
Steep slopes, poor soil, rocky land, un-
usual ‘corners, gullied and wooded tracts
—all these afford opportunities for grow-
ing timber profitably. A careful survey
of the average farm will reveal a surpris-
ing number of spots of this sort which
can be utilized to advantage. If they do
not already have trees, planting them with
the proper varieties will materially increase
the value of the land.



