
PAPERS RELATING TO CANADA.

Correspondence
respecting

Mr. Felton.

ble of a legal investigation; I have now the honour to acquaint you, that from a recent
report of the law officers of the Qrown, it appears that the ground on which they conceived
that legi proceedings against you could be supported was the circumstance of your having, as
stated in the report of t he special conmittee of the House of Assembly, actually received the
913 acres of [and claimed by you for agency in your inmorial of the 30th May 1834. But
as, on reference to the officers connected with the preparation of land patents, it appears thot nu
lettera patent conveying this land to you have in fact ever issued, the law-ofilcers have
reported to his Excellency that the supposed grounds for a criminal, prosecution against you
no longer exist; and I am therefore to inform you that the intended commission will not
be issued. As the whole case, therefore, muet now in the firet instance be determained by
his Excellency, and as your explanation of the 16th May last, which was written at a time
when a legal investigation was contenplated, may not, perhaps, be so full and complete as
it inight have been had no such investgation been intended, his Excellency thinks it but
fair and 'ust, before coming to a decision, to afford you an op ortunity of supplying any
further otservations and proofs which the anticipation of a trial at law may have induced
you to withhold, I have, &C.

lon. W. B. Felton. (signed) S. Walcott, Civil Secretary.

Cory of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Gosford, to the Riglit Hon.
Lord Glenelg.

My Lord, Government-house, Montreal, 10 Aug. 1830.
WITH reference to my despatch of the 14th of June last, informing your

Lordship that no legal proceedings could be iad against Mr. Felton, with respect
to the charges preferred against him by the Bouse of Assembly, as contained in
the second report of the standing committee of grievances, and that I had afforded
that gentleman another opportunity of adding to, and supporting by proof, the
deflence which he had put in while under the impression that his conduct was to
be investigated in a court of law; I have now the'honour te acquaint you that on
the 20th ultime Mr. Felton, in reply te the letter of ny civil secretary of- the
13th of June, a copy of which accompanied my last despatch on this subject,
addressed a communication to me, stating that fie had nothing further te add to
his defence, except te draw my attention te the discrepancy between the evidence
as printed in the report of the committee, and that actually given by one of the
witnesses, and to request that the surveyor-general might be called upon te supply
sone information on certain points, which ihe thought important to the ri ght
understaâding of his case. To this I immediately eonsented, and desired r,
Felton liimself to prepare in writing the questions he woild wish to be put to
the survoyor-general. The replies of that oefiler (in my opinion not very ma-
terial to the decision of the case), are contained in enclosure No. a.

Your Lordship will observe that Mr. Felton, in one part of his defence, after
complaining generally of the way in which the examination of the witnesses was
conducted by the committee, states, that on one occasion wheu some questions
were put to the two last witnesses (D. Weir and William Dodds), which pro-
duced replies unfavourable te the views of the committeethey were ettirely sup-
pressed, and replies more suitable ta their designs substituted ; that these facts
were afterwards substantiated by an inquiry beforrthe Ouse thee the fraud, as
he terme it, was ingeniously attributed to mistake. I h transnit a copy
of the resolutions of the flouse on this point, which 1 oy mistake to for-
ward with my despatch of the 14th June. Mr. Felton " s, a little further
on, ta state that in most instances the lande assigned to hi gtven
them frec of expense, as ho did not consider them bound to ayfeds; and that it
was only in cases wherein he-had previonsly xpendetPotny lrjsb¥ements,
or wherein the lots given up had been set apart as a portion of his ôë*t grant,
that he ever received any kind of compensation, which wusuually li 10out per-
formed ; but he dées not adduce any proof whatever in support of tihis, to bini,
very important and material statement. I*e appears alo to rely mniudh o a ar-
ticular view that he has aken of a dS téh ffotnte att f hthi't¾ tho
Secretary of State for the Colonies, tô Bir fehn S og d@ed the 7th of
Decembt 181, No. ü2, wherein an additoti gia i $O O *dies to M, Pelton
and if 70fo teah of bis associates is.a hf1ridamtl åyeeor is iinsfated
"to assign to Auths of Mr. Feltensid fboàterà mghM dtesietus of beewinig

sê*llers
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