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Corvespondence  ble of a legal investigation; T have now the honour to acquaint you, that from a recent
respecting  report of the law officers of the Crown, it appears that the ground on which they conceived
Mr. Felton, that legal proceedings aﬁainst you could be supported was the circumstance of your having, as
~—————  stated in the report of the special committee 01’ the House of Assembly, actually received the
913 acres of land claimed by you for agency in your memorial of the 30th May 1834. ' But
as, on reference to the officers connected with the preparation of land patents, it appears that no
letters ([l:&tent conveying this land to you have in faet ever issued, the law-officers have
reported to his Excellency that the supposed grounds for a criminal prosecution against you
no longer exist; and I am therefore to inform you that the intended commigsion will not
be issued, As the whole case, therefore, must now in the first instance be determined by
his Excellency, and as your explanation.of the 16th May last, which was written at a time
when a legal investigation was_contemplated, may not, perhaps, be so full and complete as
it might have been had no such investigation been intended, his Excellency thinks it but
fair and just, before coming to a decision, to afford you an opportunity of supplying any
further observations and proofs which the unticipation of a trinP at law may have induced
you to withhold,
I have, &e¢.

Hon, W. B, Felton. (signed) 8. Walcott, Civil Secretary.

Copy of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Gogford, to the Right Hon.
Lord Gienelg.

My Lord, Government-house, Montreal, 10 Aug. 1836.
Wirh reference to my despatch of the 14th of Junc last, informing your
Lordship that no legal proccedings could be had against Mr. Felton, with respect
to the charges preferred against him by the House of Assembly, as contained in
the second report of the stunding committee of grievances, and that I had afforded
that gentleman another opportunity of adding to, and supporting by proof, the
defence which he had put in while under the impression that his conduct was to
be investigated ih a court of law; I have now the "honour to achaint you that on
the 20th ultimo Mr. Felton, in reply to the letter of my civil sceretary of'the
13th of June, a copy of which accompanied my last despatch on this subject,
o No+ 1+ addressed a communication to me, stating that he had nothing further to add to
Enclos®™ 6.7 his defenice, except to draw my attention to the discrepancy between the evidenee
a0 oY as printed in the report of the committee, and that actually %iven by one of the
witnesses, and to request that the suery01'-%e;1eral might be called upon to supply
some information on certain points, which he thought important to the right
understanding of his case. To this I immediately consented, and desired Mr.
wvons,_ Felton himself to prepare in writing the questions he would wish to be put to
See Q2737 the surveyor-general, The replies of that officer (in my opinion not very ma-

“Encloss™ ©  terial to the decision of the case), are contained in enclosure No. 8. . ‘
W Your Lordship will observe that Mr. Felton, in one part of his defence, after
77 399 3% complaining generally of the way' in which the examination of the witnesses was
concﬁmtcd )y the committee, states, that on one occasion when some questions
were put to the two last witnesses (D, Weir and William Dodds), which pro-
duced replies unfavourable to the views of the committee, they were entirely sup-
pressed, and replies more suitable to their designs substituted; that these facts
were afterwards substantiated by an inquiry before thie House, whete the fraud, as
o, No. & he torms it, wns ingeniously atéributed to” mistake, I herewith tranemit a copy
%f of the resolutions of the House on this point, which I omiffed by mistake to for-
a Mus ward with my despatch of the 14th June. Mr. Felton prageeds, a little further
on, to state that in most instances the lands assigned to his labiourerswere given to
them free of expense, as he did not consider them bound' to pag-fees; and that it
was only in cases wherein he'had previously expended’ money in imjprovements,
or wherein the lots given up had been set apart as a portion of his éwi grant,
that he ever received any kind of compensation, which was,usually in Isbour per-
formed ; but he does not adduce any proof whatever in support of this, to him,
very important and materia} statement. - He appears also to rely muck on a par-
ticular view that he has taken of a despateh from the Eapl 6f Bathuitt, then
Secretary of State for the Colonies, to Sir. i;@hﬁ“ﬁhé;ﬁi‘%“l@e} dited the 7th of

Decembet 1816, No, 53, whetein an additiotial giant of 3,000 sctes to Mr, Felton

and of 700 to each of his associates isfaﬂf.l,torim&,u angli ¢ 'éx»@awmon i# insfiueted
“to gssign to such of :Mr. Felton's labouters ds mriglit be desifous of beﬁtb&&%ing
‘ ‘ ‘ , © sethlers




