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Wevvepgnay, Feby. 19, 1868.
. The House met at 3 o’clock, p. m
N MISCELLANLOUS

Hon A1rry GLvemai presented a petiion
from & number of [ndians of the Brasd’Or
Lake, praymng for relief

Hon Mr. RoBeRT80ON, a8 chairman of the
com&)ittee on *he Invernees eleotion, asked
leavo for the committee to adjourn to Monday
next at 11 o’clock. Leave granted.

Mr. NortHUP presented s petition from
John Goose and others for money t3 expend
on s ro\(}.

Hon Mr. FLYNN presentad a petition for a
grant of money to build a bridge

Mr NorTHUP presented s petition from
John White and others, of Musquodoboit, for
a grant of money ; also, a petition from Pres-
ton in reference to theschool law. The latter
was referred to the Committee on Education.

Mr. WaiTk presented a petition against any
mnterial aiteration of the achool law.

Mr KipstoN presented a number of peti-
tions for grants of money on roads and
bridges.

Mr. Youna presented a petition in_refer-
ence to the ferry between Windsor and Hante-

ort.
v Mr. MormisoN prescnted a petition from
Geo. Laster and others for money to build a
bridge over Salmon River; aleo, & petition for
a rallway station at Salmon River.

Hon Mr RoBERTS0N laid on the table ine
formation asked for 1n reference to the Hos«
pital for the Insane

The adjourned debate was resumed

M. COPELANDS SPHRKOIL.

Mr. Coperanp said ~Mr. Speaker, with
your permission I rise to ofter a few remarks
upon the great question of Confederation,
uow before the House. But as the gentiemen
around these benches have ga fully and ably
digoussed the question already, I will not at
this late period of the debite occupy much of
your time.

I have the honor of being one of the repre-
sentatives of the second most populous coun-
ty in the Province, and 1f your take into con-
sideration its vast mineral resources, I believe
the first county in the Province, and as res
presenting such a county I do not think I
would be doing justice to myself or those
who sent me were Ito give a silent vote, I
demre therefore in a few words to express my
bostility to the British North America Act,
algo to the fraud, deceit and treachery by
which it was carried.

I believe, sir, that such sn Act as the Brit-
1sh North America Act, affecting as 1t does
the interest of the people 80 materially—such
an overturn of their constitution—should
have been riferred to the people at the polls;
and the parties who 8o systematically pre-
vented the people from passing on it, commit-
ted a very grievous injury ou the people of
this Province, and perpetrated an act which
will forever hand their nawes down to pos-
terity as men who have wantonly trampled
upon the rights and liberties of a free people.
And T believe there was too wuch honesty and

seane of fair play in the British Parliament
to pass such an Aot if they had not been de-
ceived by the delegates, and made to believe
tl;nt the people of Nova Scotia were in favor
of it

But, sir, when an opportunity was at last
presented to the people they arose in the ma-
Jesty of their strength, and have declared in
s voice of thunder that they abhor the Brit-
1sh North Amerioa Aot—the {rnqd by which
it wag oarried, and the treachery of the men
who perpetrated the deed.

Nova Sootia is small in extent, but rich in
regources; why, air, Just bat glance at her
fisheries, her vast mineral weslth, her gold,
her iron, her coal, her shipping, her mer-
oantile capabilities, and her near proximity
to Europe; and I think, sir. that youa will
agree with e that Nova Scotia is the most
important part of North America 10 propor-
tion to 1ts size

Sir, Iam a Nova Scotian, possessing, I
trust, all the feehings of a Briton [ am
proud of my native country—proud of the
mighty Empire of which we form a part, and
loyal to my Queen and Sovereign But, sir,
{ will never surmit willingly to have my
rights and hberties swept away, and handed
over to the tender mercies of the Canadians,
to be gothing better than ** hewers of wood
and drawers of water>’ for them. Sir, } feel
that my countrymen possess the snme feelings
with regard to thiz matter, that I do myself,
and that nothing but force and coercion
will oause them to submit tothe B N. A
Act, and that they will embrace the very first
opportunity of getting free from it. I shall
therefore moet heartily give my voto for the
resolutions submitted by the Hoh, Attorney
Geueral, knowing that in doing o, I am not
ouly fulfilling the desires of my own constitue
enta, but expressing the views of the people
of the whole Province; and with a firm be-
Lief that the British Parliament will, on the
facts being made known to them, grant the
people of Nova Scoha what they desire, and
without which nothing else will satify them,
that 18 & repesl of the B N A. Act, in g0 far
as 1t refers to Nova 3cotia.

Mg, WIILTES SPEECH.

Mr. Wuite said—Se much has been ad-
vanced on this question that it 1s with the
greatest embarrassment that I riee to address
the House. To give a milent vote on the re-
solutions, however, would not bs congenial
to my feehinga or consistent with the duty I
owao the people of the important county who
have honored me with the trust I have un-
dertaken Not only has a great deal been
said on this subject, but much has been so0
ably said that my embarrassment arises not
80 much from what I should say as from
what 1 should leave unsaid Promising not
to oosupy the time of the House at any
length, I will advert to one or two matters
which occupy my mmd 1n cobnection with
the history of Confedoration. We all know
something of the hstory of Canada, and a
glance at that history shows that she hae
been laboring under serious disadvantages
for thirty years past—disadvantages partly
entailed by her system of representation,



