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how smbarrassing it was, in many instances, to know, from the deck of a vessel, how far from the shore that vessel
stood.  Three miles have to be measured with the eye, not from the visible shore, but from low water mark.
There are coasts which are lefs dry for soveral miles by the receding tide.  When the tide is up, landmarks may
be fumiliar to the inhabitants of the shore or frequent visitors of its water; but for the fisherman who comes there
for the first or second time, or perhaps fur the tenth time, but after intervals of years, it may be a difficult task to
determine where he can fish with satety,  And what can be more tempting, I should say tantalizing, than to fol-
iow a school of mackerel. which promises a full fare in one day and a speedy return home, with the mirage of a
family to embrace and of profits to pocket?  Should wen be exposed to such temptations, when commercial inter-
course and money, as an wltima ratio present so wany wodes of removing restrictions ? s there any one of these
varied modes of’ settlement which is worth the lite of a mun 2 .

Great Britain and the United States owed it to their noble common ancestry and to their close relationship,
not to listen to the evil advice of passion, an< to show to the world a new baulefiel, where cool jumlgment andg
good will ure the wost suceesstal arms, . :

With the termination of the Reciprocity Treaty, reappoared the cruisers and catters among the fishermen, awl
irritation seeme:d to have ucquired vigor and intensity during the suspension.  Other internatioual differences had
grown up, from the beginning of the civil war, aud had accamulated, during the whole of that war, to such an ex-
tent that a spark might start a serious  conflict.  Fortunately eool heads wers predominant in the
two governments 5 the Joint Thgh Commis-ion was appuint-d, and the Washington Treaty reduced to a mouney
question, what., in former time~, would have cost the lives of thou-ands of men wnd would have, besides, entailed on
huth sides an expenditure of mouney ten times more considerable than the compensatory indemnities resulting  from
that Treaty. Fen articies of that Treaty coucern the fisheries, from the 18th to the 25th, both inslusive, and the
32w and 33rd. Ju addijon o the liberties vranted to them by the Couventiou ot 181%; Americans are admited,
Ly art. 18, to fish every where, in common with British subjects.. without being resiricted to nuy distunce from the
coast, with permission to land for the purpose of drying their nets and curing their (ish, provided they do vot iuter-
fere with the rights of private property.

Ou the other hand British subjects are admitted. hy art. 19, to the samz liberties on the eastera sea cousts
and shores of the United States, nordi of the 39th parallel of north latitude. A

Ari. 21 declares that as long as the Treaty shatl subsist. fish oil and fish of all kinds (except tish of the inland
lakes and of the vivers falling inty them, and except lish preservel in oil) being the produce of the fisheries of the
United States or of the Dominion of Canada, shall be a lmitted into each country, respectively, tre- of duty. :

By Art. 22 it is agre=d that Comm ssioners shall e appainted to determine, having regard to the privilezes”
accordad by the United States to the subjects of Her Majesty, the amount of any ¢rmpensation which ought 1o be
paid in retoen fur the privileges accorded to the eitizens of the United States, under article 18,—and that any sum
of money which the Commissioners may so award shul be paid, ina gro-s sum, within twelve months after the
award given.

Article 33 stipulates that the fisheries articles shall remain in foree for the period of ten vears from the date
at which -they may come into operation, by the passing of the requisite laws, on both sides. and turther, until the
expiration of two years afrer notice given by cither of the parties of its wish 10 berminate the same.

The Treaty came into operation on the Ist July, 1873, Great Britain claims from the United States a sum
of $14,580.000 tor the concession of the privileges granted to the citizens ol the United States tor the period of
twelve years.

On the part of the United States it is contended thas the liberty of fishing in their waters and the admission
of Canadian fish and fish oil, duty free, in the mavkets of the United States is equivalent to what Great Britain
obtains by the treaty. ,

The questions now to be enquired into are: 1st. Is the British clim proved, and to what extent 7. 2nd.
Ilave the United S-ates rebutted the evidence adduced on behall” of Her Alijesty, and have they proved a set-off to
any and what extent ?

© Wherever Americans have expressed a disinterested opinion about the Galf and vther Canadian fisheries, they
lhave never underrated their value, as they have in this ease, where they are called upon to pay for using them.

At atime when no diplomatist had coneeived the idea ot laying the elaim of the United States to these tisheries.
on the heroie accomplishiments of onrarmy and navy from rhe old British colony of Massachusetts, as we have heard
from the eloquent and distinguished United States counsel, belore this Commission :—at a time when, emerging from
war, fit occasions offered themselves tor reminding Great Britain of what she owed to the bravery of Massachusetts
bovs, who had planted her flag in the place of the French colors over this Dominion,—-in these fimes the right of fish-
ing in those waters had acerued to the American people from nv other origin than a concession by treaty, and no
other basis than the rwté possidetss. When another Commission is appointed by England and Franee to settle the
differences which exist between tnem in reference to the Newtoundland Fisheries, 1 doubt much it the political
ovatory of our Awerican iriends could not, with a little change of tubleaux and scenery, be turned to some account,
—suchi as the French reminding the English people of the miseries endured by Jaeques Cartier during the winter
he spent at Sable Island cu his way to Newfoundland, Louisburg and Quebee to bring Buropean  civilization
among the aboriginal tribes,

Although it 1s hard to vouch for anvthing in such matters of fancy, I doubt much whether Frauee will recall the
tieroic deeils of her Cartiers and Champlains to make herself a title to these fisheries. She will not make such light
work of her Treaties as onr friends huve doue. . v .

In the line of historical titles adopted by our learned friends, the Seandinavians would wipe out even the
clim of Columbus, for three or lour centuries betore the discoveries of the grent Genoese navigator, some of
their fishermen had visited profitably the Bauks of Newtoundland. My Jearned friends should be as much alarmed
at the consequences of their fiction, as Mr. Seward was when ~de:n.ling with the headland question in the Senate—
page 4 of the British briet—he pointed out tl}nt the construetion put upon the word bay, l‘;’ tho§e' who coufined
them 1o bodies of water six miles wide at their mouth, woulid surrender all the great bayvs of the United States.

While listening with pleasure vo the narration of the great achievements of t_.hc Massachusests bovs, we could
not understand why thev shed their blood for those poor and unproduetive fisheries.  We looked a little ut his-
tory, we searched for a confirmation of the pretensions ot our 1'x'i::nds,‘:m(1 we found a very <li{Ycrent account, in
the writings of their great statesmen, both as to the basis of their claim and as to the value of §Ine fisheries.

John Quiney Adams, who represented with others, as has already been mentioned, the United States, at the
Treaty of Ghent, in 1814, collected information.  Ie applied to Mr. James Lloyd, and- this gentleman, writiug
from Boston, on the Sth of March, 1815, communicated to him what will be found from page 211 to page 218 of
his Duplicate Letters.” A few citations will not be out of place here :— ~

« The shores, the creeks, the inlets of the Bay of Fundy, the Bay of Chaleurs. and the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the Straits of
Bellisle, and the Coast of Lahrador, appear to have been designed by the God of Nature as the great ovariun of ﬁsh';—the in-
exhaustible repasitory of this species of food, not only for the supply of the American, but of the Bnropean continent. At
the proper season. to catch them iu endless abundance, little more of effort is needed than to bait the honk and pull the line
and eccasionally even this is not necessary. In clear weather, near the shoves, myrinds are visible, and the strand is at times
almost literally paved with then.” .



