THE GOOD NEWS.
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loved idol, he delays, hoping for a more-
convenient season, waiting for a mightier
spiritual impulse; the deed is yet unsealed,
when death steps inunannounced, and that
soul is portionless for ever!

A poor man left Ins native land, with
his wife and children, and all that they
had, to seek a home in this country, ex-
pecting to better his circumstances and pro-
vide sufficiently for those dear to him,
which® hitherto he had failed to do by
constant toil. They safely crossed the
ocean, and looked, and trod upon the land
of promise, anl anticipated bright and
happy days. But just when danger and
disappointment were dreaded no more,
when the family was in safety on the
steamer that was to convey them through

wr inland waters to their new home, the
father ran up to the town ona little errand.
The steamer’s bell rang, he heard it, and
hastened to retwrn—tue beil rang aeain,
and he ran faster. He reached the dock,
but the boat started, aud everything scem-
ed placed in his way—still the boat hardly
moves, he gets to the edge of the whar,
thinks he can do it, and leaps. He mis-
caleulated the distance and his strength.—
His anxions wite touched his haud’ as ‘it
caught at the vessels side, and that was the
last touch of two warm hands Dbelonging
{0 iwo true and loving hearts. He sank
in the deep waters, and a widow and
fatherlesss children were Jefi in a strange
land to the mercies of acold worll,  They
They were abmost at their destination.—
He was alinost on board.  What was the
value of «most to them? It made the
sudden sl berenvernent a more stunning
calamity—it gave the exAuisite sharpaess
to the afilictive stroke.
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the: world to come, to which we are all
hasteni nz, ney be asight of heaven's gate,
and of others entering in, and safe tor ever.
You may see father and mother, wifs and
husband, son and daughter, sister mnd
brather there, and you yourself excluded —
the door shut against you! You may
hear the despairing ery, « Lord, Lord, open
to us,” and know that you are inclvled
among those to whom the reply is g'ven,
« Depart from me, I never kuow you, ye
workers of iniquity.” Your nam:s are
not found written in the book of life,



