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so many cf the new bocks ln Canada, where
cuttir.g is donc. do Include fiction,- tenders

The Nt Prie th experiment of less value
yTe NtPrc ta us than otherwise it would

Systcm. bc. Stili, Rame was flot

built ln a day. Il we in Canada arc watch

ing Ibis systemn, coxuidering it carelully as
a possible rcmedy for cutting ptices bere,
and ame net toc impatient ln getting it into
farce, tire is no reasca te despair.
t)ar New \ crk contemporary say . IlAt
the close of this ycar-one 0i tre Mosat
evealful te the publbsher and bookseller in

many years-tbe trade miay congratulate

lîseif upon the happy Issue, as, a total re-suit,
when pros and cons arc summed up, of the
net price systern. The rcsult, we take
pleasure in racording. has been due quite

as much ta the willingness of the public to

cooperate as to the vigilance and efficient

workr cf the directors cf the two official
bock trade associations.

--A very large proportion ai the trade in
books, for the teist trne in almast a quarter
of a century, has since the Surmer beca
donc upon a uniferni basis cf prkce ta the
satisfaction of neauly ait concerned. Thec

breaks were Much less foequent than was
expcctcd, and obstinate ln but ane case.
ln a number cf cases, aven, the breaks
were not due ta mralicicus Intention, but
were made Inadvertently, often by a subor-
dinate, and ware corrected by thre one ln
authority as soon as attention was dlrected

ta themn. A racent tour througlU the North

and West bas given convinclng proof that

the niavemaent bas the heartistsuppoit and

best wishes cf thosa concerrned ln selling

and buying books.

1Those engaged in publishing bocks

have, on the whole, good reasons ta bc

picased waîh the resuit cf their initiative.

Though a temporary luss of orders bas con-

fronted a numnber cf the inembers af the

Amierican Publishers' Association time and

again during the past three mcnths threugh

refusing ta sali their books ta suspectad

agents and intermediaries, the lois was

borne unflinchingly. and, wc believe, has

in inost cases bean practically made good

thrcugh other channels. Nor hava wc found,

so fat as out investigations have raached.

that publishers have attempted te t.ke

advantage cf the net price systea te rasa

pricas. The question cf serias bas prasented

the main difEcultv: in iost cases where thre

connection cf the books witb previaus Issues

accentuated a différence in price. the in

crease was due ta valtd and sufficient

reasans, and wôuld bave been miade

irrespective cf the operatians of ihe net

price systeni. White the Inevitable increase

in puice in the few knawn tases called ferth

ccnsiderable adverse criticisai, the reduction

in prica cf other series and the lawer pricing

cf cîliar bocks, on the other band, atîracted

less specit attention. '.Te think It wilI be

faund ta be truc that an ail the books put
out this Iail thc publishers net return is no
greater than it would have been under the
old systemn, or, rallier, lack cf systern, wbile
the advantage to the bookseller, rnorally as
well as pecuniarily, bas been a dacided
one.

tHaving been insugurated so auspici.
ously and inaintainaed with such esprit de
corps by the united trade, therels ne reason
wby the racasure sheuld net survive, and
wby It should net at an cazly date bc
extended te, caver fiction. and thus bc coan*
prehensive."

RALPII CONNOR.


