“Suggestion Award”
Winners

pL. R. J. Mawson and Cst. L. N.

Skelton of the “D” Division

Crime Index Section (\\'inniped)
recently won an award for a suggestion
under the ‘Suggestion Award” program
of the Public Service. The suggestion was
devising a stolen car locator index.

The ma]()rlt\ of p()llcc dcpartmcnts
p()sscss susplunus vehicle” lists or books.
“D” Division is no C\LCPU()I] and uses a
concise triple-indexed Suspect Vehicle
Booklet. However, the results of the use
of the book were not considered suffici-
ently gratifying for the amount of work
undertaken to pnbllsh 162

For some months the matter had been
discussed between Corporal Mawson and
Constable Skelton and the idea for the
Suspect Vehicle Locater was conceived.
Within a day the first Locater was drawn
up and smn}')lc copies were distributed to
various personnel to test their fcnsability.

Nothing but glowing reports were re-
ceived and the Locater was accepted for
use within the division.

The idea of the Locater was carried one
step further and a Stolen Car Locater
was also developed.

The master Suspect Vehicle Locater
was drawn up on a lnoc })1((0 of |1CA\\
mounting board, lined into 100 squares,
m‘ugmcd left to right 0 to 9 (indicated
at the top) and top to lmtt()m 0 to 9

(indicated at the left hand margin). The
last two dlglrs of a licence numl)c are
used as the key: i.e. in licence numbers
3P564, 6 and 4 would be the key digits.
Lsmw the Locater—down the left nmlﬂm
to the “6” line and over to the “4” column
will locate any numbers cndmn in 64. In
licence numbers such as ()l\() 12G9 or
26273, the letters are treated as l)cing
non-existent and the key numbers would
be 66, 29 and 73 1'c5})cc:ti\'cl)'. With two
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Mawson receiving *“‘Suggestion Awards™
Inspr. J. A. A. Thivierge.

or three trial runs it is readily seen how
qmcl\]\ a licence number can be checked.

The Locater is then phot(mmphm and
of course can be reduced to any size—
wallet size for the billfold and for use by
plain clothes men or larger for use on a
clip board in a patrol car.

In Manitoba where the pr()\'incc uses
a five-year plan for issue of licences, the
numbers listed can be considered almost
permanent and as C\'pcricncc has shown
a twice yearly publication of amendments
is sufficient. The remaking of a new
LLocater twice a year presents no problem.

“Suspect Vehicle Locator”or stolen car graph,
devised by “Suggestion Award”

“D* Division.
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