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' AN AUSTRALIAN SCHEME THAT
FAILED, COSTING LARGE SUM

'Plan to Build or Buy Homes in Towns ar Cities for Return-
ed Soldiers Was Disastrous Financial Venture.

(Ottawa Jourmal)

Avustralia has made a sorry mess of

scheme to build or buy homes in

towns and cities for returned sol-

After spending £12,323,480 on

7,000 houses the Commonwealth has

red that the spending of the

was accompanied by an orgy

and bungling which promises

‘to ve the Government bhip siranded
high on ¢he rocks.

When the scheme was launched it
I'was announced by the department in
\gbarge that £50,000,000 would be ex-
ipended in the effort to bulld cheap and
'substantial  houses. Immediately
prices of land and building materials
began to soar, so much so that the
imaximum figure for a house, £700,
vwas quite inadequate and it was rais-
‘ol to £800. But even this sum would
mot suffice with everybody having land
or building materials to sell regarzl-
fng the government as legitimate prey.
iConfronted with the impossibility of
paying the prices which the dealers
in building supplies demanded the
‘Government went in for buying large
timber areas and erecting saw mills.
¥abulous prices were pald for these
conveniences and everybody wiho had
anything to sell the government reap-
-ed hoge returns for their patriotism.
he: timber taken frop. the govern-
mment areas was found scandallously be-
ov the standard required. Paint and
sther materials were of like quality.
JAfter bufiding thousands of houses at
iprices far in excess of the cost esti-
anated a hat was made for a survey
jof the situation.
| Owing to the absence of the Prime
?ummer at the Empire Conference in
W.ondon and the promise of immunity
rom criticism during his absence it

y& not till July that the details of
§ scandal were brought to light.

Hughes returned to

MWhen Mr.

ghe Commonwealth he found that
{ had been wasted on the erec-
{ton of houses which for the most part
Jwere standing empty owing to poor

ction and their excessive cost.
¢ the Senate on July 21 last Hon.
Millen, Minister of Repatriation,
the story, showing that in-
pompetence was the least of the
jobhnrges levelled against the Tespon-
officers. ‘There had been a reck-
excess of authority and gross
Wbreaches of trust. In one case there
thad been an expenditure by an offic-
dal of £2,900,000 when authority was
‘gtven to spend only £160,000. This
mwas for the purchase of existing
ouses. In other instances the ma-
inery of the department had been

d to advance personal interests.
Tpder the circumstances the De-
is going out of the building

88,
The chief reason given by the gov-
perrment for undertaking this coloe-
wal scheme was that the poor soldiemw
anight be vietimized by unscrupuloui
ers and real estate agents. They
swere not to be trusted to make good
Wdeals for themselves, and a paternal
government would see to it that they
homes worth living in at low
wost. Officialdom was tite only author-
#ty eapable of puildng houses, the
jonly repository of caution, knowledge
acumen.
' 4%is was-the blessed doctrine of So
wdalism -carried to the tenth degree.
g it tanded the Commonwealth and
-returned soldlers in a mess which
exceedingly embarassing.
enough the system is to be chang-
and more houses are to be buiit
gontract. The timber areas and
‘gaw mills of the government are
scrapped for what they are
seorth and the millions of pounds which
#hey cost-are to be charged up to loss
soountd.
. dn dold contrast is the shrewd and
inese-ilke attitude of the Canadian
nment -in dealing with returned

soldier problems. Mr. Meighen, who is
parsonally vresponsible for the admir-
able soldier jand settlement plan, re-
Jected a proposal for the erection of
houses for returned soldiers as un-
workable and too costly. In outlining
his project to assist ex-service men in
sottiing on the land he surrounded it
with every safeguard to protect them
from the menace of umscrupulous real
estate agents and other excrescences
who might seek to fatten themselves
even at the expense of our returned
heroes. Land was bought for agricul-
tural purposs at low pricas and direct
from the owner. It was provided
that no land for this purpose would be
bought if it had changed hands within
a year. This was to prevent the pos-
sibility of speculating in farms desin
ed for soldier settiement. Ana .n
other ways ex-soldiers were protected
from paying excessively dfor their
needs. .

Manufacturers of farm implements,
wagons, harness and other farm needs,
a3 well as lumber dealers were ap-
proached and willingly and enthusias-
ticalty reduced their prices for soldier
settlers to figures close to cost. In
some cases there was a difference of
80 per cent. in favor of soldier settlers,
No desire there to exort from the sol-
dieg becausesthe government was ade
vancing the money,

In the light of Australia’s exper-
fence Canada has reason to congratu-
late herselt upon the happy working
out @f her soldier problems. More
than 26,000 returned men are gettled
on the land with monetary advances
exceeding $34,000,000. 108,000 disabled
men wers treated by the Department
of SaMiiers’ Qlivil Re-establishment and
50,000 of theuy fitted by vocational
training for uew positions in life; 73,
000 are in receipt of pensions on a
scale niore [beral than in any other

country in the world; $164,000,000 was Brro

gratuities, while the United
States still only “thinking” of doing
something Hy way. of bonus. An in-
surance scheme has been developed
by which retarned men may protect
their familles from want irrespective
of their present condition of health;
and many other benefits have been giv-
en by the government, showing that
Canada has not been unrmindful of the
splendid services of her patriot sol-
diers and sailors.

‘These were huge and difficult pro-
blems. They required statemanship
of a high order, But they have been
promulgatett antt admindstered well and
not even @ suggestion i» made that a
dollar has 'been mis-spent.

It you are weak, thin and nervous,
let Ross Drug Co., supply you with
Bitro-Phosphate. 1t is guaranteed to

increase weight and strength and re-
store emergy, vigor and nerve force.
el e s

paid

WHEN_ DOES BRONCHIAL
‘TROBSLE BEGIN FO
GET S8EBRIOUS?

First it was a [ittle throat tickla,
then a cotgh whidh grows severe. This
neglected ocugh travels down the
lungs, and 8- thighty Ward to treat
To treat trouble right, use Ca-|
terrhosoné. Ti-heals the sore spots,]
@ ya IrrRaiith, eases the cough,
makes breunfBing regular; clears oat
the phiegm and frebs the nostrils from
crusts and aecumulations. You can
prevent eolds, and kieep free from Ca-
tarrh ané Mwonehfal trouble by fre-
quently usiag Cstarrhozone—thous-
ands prove thi every day. Soid ev-
erywhere, twe months treatment §1.00,
medium. size 50- cents; small size 36
cents,
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appoints and does not ;};;tar.

ot eash ¥ Bty requires inter-| Limiber up! Qos eomplaining! Get
e i a small trim) buatle of old-time ‘it

Jacobs Oil* sit any- drog store and in

Rub soothing, | joxt @ momert paudl Be free from

g "8t Jacobs Of" directly | rheumatin pain, soYonets and-stiffness

¢ Reivf ewaits you. Get

selves.

more severely than our-
Britain has three million and
the United States six million unem-
ployed. The more Germany must
work the more the others cease work-
. 'What is needed is an internation-
eoconomic understanding.”

“mlh_n agreement with the Majority

‘The Minister approved Mr. Church-
i's suggestion of as out-

Both these parties aro pre-
paring to

lined in his Dundee speech, and said
with regard to France; “We must give
goods; the problem is to substitute
products for gold. We are to have a
conference with France regard-
ing arrangements for deliveries of
gold marks to the amount of seven bil-
l’l:n"!.x_l' the course of four and a half

A NEW HUDSON SUPERSIX IS
ANNOUNCED.

Of major importance in motor car
tompanies’ annoucements this year
is the statement from Detroit that a
new H'udson Super-8ix is ready for
the market. The first SuperSix in
1916 created exceptional interest be-
cause of its distinctive design. Since
that time the factory has been con-
stantly retining and improving the
product. Now they offer the new
tiudson, with many important
changes. The patented Super-Six
motor principles, of course, have been
retained.

The most important changes in the
new Hudsomn Super-Six model, from
the owner’s viewpoint, have been
effected in the driver’s compartment.
This compartment has been entirely
re-designed and the construction
changes In connection with steering
wheel, pedal and control lever action
give "operation without, effort”—a par
ticular ¥ppeal to women drivers,

A construction change in the steer
Ing gear makes the operatfon of the
steering exceptionally easy. Clutch
and service hrake pedal action re-
spond to a comparatively light pres-
sure of the foot. The accelerator
pedal is now .placed to the right of
the brake pedal—an advantageous
location—and its construction allows
for a most restful foot position.

A ball and cane type of gear shift
control arrangement replaces the pre-
vious “H” plate type and the lever
location {8 most accessible, greatly
facilitating the speeq changing oper-
atfon. A gear shift lock is standard
equipment. Accessibility also applies
to the position of the emerggency
brake lever and a construction change
gives improved leverage and securi-
ty.

The principal motor change ts in
connection with carburetion, incerpor-
ating a new air heating attachment,
and a comstruction change in the in-
take manifold. There is also a dif-
ferent spark plug arrangement. These
changes give instant starting under
adverse weather c¢onditions and a
pronounced increase in gasoline mile-
age. They also offset to a marked
degree the formation of carbon, and
practically eliminate the fouling of
spark plugs. {

The exterior appearance of the new
Hudson emphasizes stil further ad-
vancement in beauty of line. Deep
crown fenders that are really mud
guards, have replaced the previous
type. 'The frant fenders have aprons
that extend to the extreme front end
of the spring bhangers. There is a
splash apron placed between the
mt spring horns, which not only
adds to the appearance of the car but
also affords further protection.

It is a new Hudson with manpy re-
finements and noticeable improve-
ments.
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The Prohibitionlst does evil that
good may come. Who says that is
Christianity?

Calls High Wages |
Most Economical

Charles A.-Eaton of ‘General
Electric Co. Says Workers
Need Surplus.

Chicago, Qct. 1 —*“Jux my opindon higa
wages are the most econoiical thing
in industry,” announced Charles A
Haton manager of the indastrial re-
mwm} department of the Nationa!
Lamp Works of ¢he General Electric
Company and president of Lhe_ Ameri-
car Education Association, as thv. kew
note of his speech before the Chicagy
Association of Commerce today.

«] don't believe wages should he
Jowered in exaect propostion to tire re-
duction in the cost of kving, for in that
ocase we praetically bring back the
theory of bare subsistence, as it existed
in times of slavery and serfdom.” he
went on. “Workingmen -should earn a
surplus -and above what they necd for
livelilwod. Only in such a case can
the werld -advance toward better can-
ditfuns of civilization.

“But if I agree with Bamuel Gompres
8¢ far as to oppose a stringent reduc-
tion- iu the wage level, I do not agree
with #im in thinking that the work-
man's responsibilities should stop
there. Labor must become mere eflie-
temt, ‘more willing, more amentbl> to
leadership. This can be-done through
e@ucation.

“R is ot only workingmen who must
be educated, but managers, business
men and the public at large. There
are a mumber of faHaclous beliefs
rampant i the United States. People
must think on a larger seale than ever
.‘ -or the country will never issue
‘omt ofMts present industrial erists.

: “Depresdion will aever disappear by
{means f manipulation of wages .or
'Initiutive on the part of the Wederal
Government or any other short time
remedy. Tt will g0 away only grad-
ually, lttle by littie, like the $ides of
\he ocemn.

“The United States produce§ far

e Instantly “St. Jacobs{it! “Bt. Juechs. 0N is Just as good
jON” reliqfiens pain. X & a harmless|for scistioa, neurdlgia, Runvage,. Shaw

apole. speatns and Swsling” i

‘

more than it cah donsume. “This couls-

announce their minimum

for collaborating. There al-
ready have been informal conversa-
ticns in the Nationmal Economic Par-
liament between these principal rival
parties which makes a working agree-
went seem probabie.

‘The Majority Soctalists practically
have renounced their demand that gold
values be directly taxed, thus remov-
ing the principal obstacles to an agree-
ment.

It is regarded as Iikely that the -
dustrial panty will make the elimina-
tion of Chancellor Wirth a condition
for their collaboration in the Cabinet,
and the majority Socialists might con-
cede this #f they are permitted to name
the new Chancellor from their own
party.

The political conflict on Friday wil
centre around the Industrial party’s
protest against “Chancellor Wirth’s
press censorship. It is charged that
he suppressed several conservative
newspapers because of their political
tendenclies, and not for specific offen-
ces.

The New York Herald correspondent
here asked a prominent majority So-
cialist why his party capitulated on the
question of taxation of gold values. le
said,

“The Socialists did not feel suffi-
clently strong to fight more than one
battle. Now the breaking of unity be-
tween the Nationalists by placating the
Industrial party seems more urgent
than immediate taxation reform. By

el forcing the right wing of the In-
dustrial panty into the arms of the Na-
tionalists.”

The Majortty Socialists also are han-
dicapped because they lack a practical
taxation programme,

The Industrial party, on the other
hand has proposed a workabl: scheme
to raise a foreign Moan through mort-
gaging German industries.

The Majority Socialists think the -
creased cost of living and the unrest
resulting from the depreciated mark
will suffice this winter to raise the tax-
aton issue, which they now avoid.

On Thursady the Rihstag will dis-
ouss the ratification of peace with the
United States. This will be a formal
act, because the political parties in the
Riechstag already have declared their
assent to ratification.

An adjornment for five weaks after
next Saturday will permit the Reich-
stag and the Beonomic Parliament to
study the programme which Chancetor
‘Wirth has proposed.

industrial problem, yet in national dis-
cussions very little time indeed has
been given to foreign trade.

“Before the war we owed FEurope
$4,000,000,000. Now Burope owes us
$20,000,000,000, which she canmot pay
in money, but only in goods. What do
wa do to aid her in her task? We clap
on a new tariff system.

“If we make the repayment of Fa-
rope’s debt impossible let us at least
admit the possibility of cancellation. I
think that this woumld be a splendid
thing for the whoe word the United
States included, but I know that my
i oas du vot agree with “hose of any
of the great leaders in Washington.

“The educational system of the Un-
ited States is all out of gear with our
present needs and should undergo a
thorough overhauling. It is narrow
and imculcates narrowness in & major-
ity of our citizens.

“If we do pot get at the roots of busi-
ness depression as they lie in foreign
trade there is nothing flor us but to
lower our standard of living to a level
more nearly approximate with that of
other parts of the earth, and that 1t
seems to me, is the probable eutcome
of the present situation. The nations
of western BEurope live much dess ex-
pensively and less lxuriously than
does the United States, and yet are
happy in so doing. Why should we
not do the same?”

provoking class war taxation, we risk-'

Geneva, Sept. 30.—The Washington
conference for the limitation of arma-
ment will have the benediction of the
League of Nations under a resolution
proposed by Lord Robert Cecil today
and unanimously passed by the Dis-
armament Commission.

While this resolution is really ex-
pressive of a sincere desire on the
part of most mations represented at
Geneva to see tangible results come
from Washiugton on this problem over
which the league worked in vain, it is
an interesting fact that all the talk
heard at the Geneva meeting is to the
effect that disarmament is now™ re-
garded in European diplomatic circles
as an entirely secondary aim of the
Washington meeting.

Instead of being primarfly for dis-
armament the conference is seen by
the majority of delegates attending
the League of Nations Assembly as a
battle between the United States and
Japan over their respective relatioms
to Chinu and the Far East. This ts
almost the only phase of the confer-
ence that isbeing talked about when-
ever diplomatists discuss the prospec
tive meeting at Washington.

Coincidently, however, thé Japanese
delegation here has addressed to avery
other delegation two books, one on Ja
pan's right to existence, an article by
George Bronson Rea, and the other on
the progress of liberal institutions in
Japan by M. Miyaoka, former chargs
d'affaires at Washington.

This is the first Japanese propa-
ganda attempt here and it can be re-
garded as deeply significant.

America MisunderStood.

It is evident that a great misconcep-
tion exists in some capitals concern-
ing American motives in bringing up
some of the questions lsted in that
part of the Washington agenda towmch-
ing on the Pacific. Much elucidation
will be recessary f these are to be
properly understood. The tendency in
some quarters seems to be to ascribe
them to America’s desire to curb Ja-
pan commercially as a dangerous rival
rather ‘than because of a benevolent
desire to maintaim an open door and
protect mations like China,

Senator Georges Reynald, French
member of the Disarmament Commis
sion, said today:

“The Washington conference ts as-
suming more importance for France
because France, not Great Britain,
can be an arbiter in the Pacific ques-
tion.”

This {s unquestionably France's de-
sire, but many of the shrewd diploma-
tists gathered here to watch the
league, leave France hargety out of the
Pacific discussion and see Great Brit-
ain as the arbiter between America
and Japan. Some even go so far as
to criticise American diplomacy in
creating a situation wherein they see
Great Britain holding this robe.

Because Furopean dipiomacy pow
sees the Washington conference only
as a big battle between rival Powers,
as it once saw all conferences as a
struggle between Germany and Great
Britain, there is more and more scoff-
ing at the idea that it will produce
any definite disarmament measure, na-
val or otherwise.

The Disarmament Commission de-
cided to ask experts to consider the
propriety of requesting the League
Assembly to make public all research-
es on poison gas, Lord Robert Cecil
contending that this might stop its
use. H. A. L. Fisher of Great Britain
ridiculed this, saying he feared poison
gas had come to stay, though its use
might be curtailed. The Japanese rep-
resentative: did not vote on the reso-
lution. Another resolution presented
asks the nations to stimulate disarma-
ment propa. ida, - *
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MILD EPIDEMIC GOING ROUND:

It 1s due t« purities in the water,
causes cramps, diarrhoea, heagache.
Those who take twenty drops of Ner-
viline in swéetened water usually get
quick relief. KR is really wonderful

how good old Nerviline fifixes up a
scur upset stomach, how it stops hic-

ccughs, how quickly it puts a stop
to those nasty attacks of gas. Every
home should keep a bottle or two ot
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Harding Would
Cut Short Debates

Favors Curtailing Privilege of
Unlimited Talk in Upper
Body.

Washington, Oct. 1.—A mowement to
curtail Sematorial privilege of virtual
ly unlimited debate reached such pro-
portions tocay that an unofficial com-
mittee of Republican Senators went
to the White House and conferred on
the question with President Harding.

While the proposed rule has not yet
been drawn up, it was understood that
the plan coutemplates a change in the
Senate rule so that cloture would be
fnvoked by a mere majority vote in
stead of by the two-thirds vote mow
required. After invocation of the rule
each Senator's time for debate would
be limited to one hour, it was said.

Sudden as was the movement to re-
strict definitely the ancient rude per
mitting Senators to speak at length,
those behind the plan dectared tomight
for the first time in the Semate’s his-
tory adoption of a real majority clo
ture rule impended.

The informal committee that dis
cussed the matter with the President
consisted of Senators Lenroot of Wis-
consin, Frelinghuysen of New Jersey,
and Kellogg of Minnesota and were
said to have received surances that
the executive would not interpose any
ohjection to the cloture planm.

The movement so far has been con-
fined to several Repablican Senators,
having been initiated actively at a

conference of about a dozen R(mub!i»'

cans last night The “charter mem
bers comprise mostly Republicans of
the younger group from both Rastern
and Western States.

Obstruction of the anti-beer bill re-

cently in the Senate was szid to have
been the immediate caunse of the new
cloture movement. It was said in addi-
tion, however, that during the recemt
recess of Congress Senators had
heard many complaints of delay in
Senate business because of fillbuster-
ing and other methods of gpratracting
debate.

Many Republican Senators were
sounded out today and & majority were
said to have favored the new plan.
Those active in the new movement
said that they were sure of substan-
tial support on the Democratic side.
it was pointed out that Senator Un-
derwood of Alabama, Democratic floor
leader a few years ago, had sponsoreea
a more drastic cloture rule.
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