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THE HYDRO QUESTION,

In the course of a somewhat
ded to

Jengthy article, ostensibly

quire those systems or to aflow them

to suffer the consequences., The Gov-

point out to the Oy Council their

duty with regard to the Mumquash
power proposition, but which is in
reality nothing more or less than an
sttack on the N. B. Power Company,
The Telegraph declares that “the
“Company can efther meet the prices
"available through civic purchase and
“distribution, or it camnot. It ie for
“the Company to say. The public
“generally, certainly o lange majority
*“of the citizens, are oomvinced that
“civie h and
*Musquash current will produce much
“better resulte than a new deal with
*the N. B, Power Qompany.”

Neither the public generelly, nor
@ven a majority of the citixens, have,
@or has any one else, the least idea
what the cost of clvic distribution of
the Musguash current is going to be.
There is the whole trouble. If this
were known, the city could tell at
onoe fust where it was at. Oumwent is
offered the ocity at 13 cents, at the
switchboard at WFairville. Current
oosts the Power Company 1.6 cents at
its switchboard, at the presemnt price
of coal. It will cost a trifle less when
the cheaper coal is used. There is
therefore very little difference in the
cost at the switohboard between these
systems; and from the switchboard
to the consumer the costs of distribu-
tion ocannot very much under

vary

a system of civie distribution from
that which obtains under the
Power Company. What is there on

the face of things to lead to the belief
tat civic distibution is going to cost
less tham fe the case at the present

time?
The Telegraph and Times are
urgently advocating that the City

Lo il go ahead without any more
delay and make a binding ag eement
to take this Musquash currenmt at 1.2
fo- thirty yvears, without the city hav-
ing any data whatever to go upon that
would for a moment justify any such
Until it is known what the

1

counse,

cost of distribution is going to fve, the &

city is working in the damk. It may

get current at five cents or it may |
cost ten. Nobody knows. Mr. Herbert

Phillips who appears to be regarded

as the one and only authority on the

subject there is, says he doesn't know
what the cost of a distributing system
is going to ba He thought he dig
but has since changed his mind.

The simple fact of the matter is
certain section of the com-
munity which tries to make up im
noise and pertinacity what it lacks in
infiuence, is out to try and knife the
Power Company, and is prepared to
take any chancas whatever on a new
speculation to attain this end. It has
no basis upon which to found its al-
leged conclusion that the city is going
to be a tremendous gainer. The only
basis it has is hope, which may be
well founded or it may not. When
some substantial grounds, that can be
relied upon, are produced inisupport
of the assertion that the city will get
cheaper current delivered from Mus-
quash than it can get at the present
time, The Standard will theP be in a
position to join the gay throng that is
so loudly advocating civie distribution.
Until such evidenoce is produced, we
say leave the project alone.

that a

THE RAILWAY MUDDLE.

I Mr. B ‘M. Macdonald of Piotou
harbored the nofiom that he could put
up such a yarn a¢ that the labe Gov-
ernment was responsible for the pres-
ent rallway muddle, and get away
with it, he has~to0 use & somewhat
slang empression—got another think
coming to him, His (dea of placing
the blame for the present problem
in comnection with the reilways upon
the Borden and Meighen Governmenis
by the simple process of forgetting
all the events that fook place: before
the Borden sdministration came into
power, may bave been ingenious, but
it is by no means convincing. It it
had not been for the chartere which
the Laurier Government granted for
the oonstruction of the Canadian
National system and the shockingly
bad bargain that Government made
‘with the Grand Trunk for the coo-
struction of the N. T. R.and G. T. P,
the country would probably not be
' confronted with the difficulties it now

s faced with.

By the duplication of lines and the

burden of fixéd charges the Canadian

of

t chose the d and
later rounded out the system it pos-
sessed by acquiring the Geand Trunk
Rallwgy which had been orippled by
ita part in the Transcontinental entesr
prise.

The wise (?) suggestion of the Hon.
Maockensie King that the Bordem Gov-
ernment might have stopped construc-
tion of all these railways when it took
offios, by the simple process of can-
oelling all thelr charters, is character
Istic of this eapient statesman., Most
of these rallways were then nearing
completion and the momey had been
spent. It would have Deen of little
avail to sitop construction at that
stage.

THE NEW SECRETARY FOR INDIA.

Viscount Peel, who eucoceeds Mr.
Montagu, as Secretary of State for
India, is a Conservative, and this is
the third case within a fortnight or
80 in which a Liberal member of the
Coalition Cabdinet has given place to
a repreventiative of the other wing of
the Coalition. But while this gradual
transformation of the complexion of its
Ministry is of political imterest, much
more important is the question wheth-
er the Liberal policy in regard to
India which Mr. Montagu did his best
to promote is now to be reversed.
The record of Viscount Peel is mot
sufficient to answer this question.
{Born in 1867, he was educated at Har-
{vovs and Oxford, and after being called
{to the bar in 1893 served as @ news-
|paper correspondent. Before he suc-
}(‘eedm! to the Viscountcy in 1812 he
{was a member of the House of Com-
|mons for several years, but was not
|specially prominent; during the war
|he was Under-Secretary of State {>r
{War, and also served as Vice-Presi-
{dent of the Air Council. His person-
;uluy and his views are by no means
lso well known as those of Lord Derby,
}whn refused the appointment, or of
the Duke of Devonshire and other
tatesmen who also declined to con-

sider This does not necessarily
mean that Viscount Peel {s not well
qualified for the post; he has still to
show his capacity for the handling of
large and difficult affairs, and the task
before him is one that will need all the
{abllity he has inberited or aoguired.
| 1t disaster in India is to be averted
{he will have to resist the pressura,
‘wh!ch is strong in the party he repre-
‘sems, for using the outbreak of dis-
ycontent in India as an excuse for post-
!poining indefinitely the measures for
the oprogressive establishment of
Indian home . rule which under the
Liberal regime had been got well un-
der way. The parallel with Treland =
obvious, dnd another is to be found
in the case of Egypt, where the men
on the spot, headed by the High Com-
missioner, General Allenby, used their
|kn0wledge and influence to compel a
revensal of the imperialistic polioy of
Lord Curzon and Winston Churchill,

In the case of India Lord Reading
as Viceroy has shown equal couragze
in forcing the Indian point of view
upon the British Cabinet. That he is
not digposed to a tame policy Is shown
by the arrest of the nnh«wopmtiou-
ists’ leader, N. K. Gandhi, who has
just been sentenced to six years’ '‘m-
‘prisonmem without hard' labor. To
Ithis even the Liberals in Great Britain
1are not disposed to object, regarding
Gandhi, however saintly his charactar,
a3 a wholly impracticable statesman
whose agitation is as bad for Indla as
for the Empire. But abandonment of
the many conciliatory measures and
policles which the Indian Government
hasg adopted since the outbreak of 1918
would inevitably imerease discontent
and create danger of a violent revolu-
tion

Mr, Montagu's resignation was
probably necessary as a matter of
Cabinet discipline, and the significance
of the choice of a successor is yet to
be seen. But if Lond Reading also
should be obliged to resign and be
succeeded by a Viceroy out of sym-
pathy with the principle of home rule
for .India, the triumph of reaction
would be clear and portentous.

“PETER A FINE SPENDER.”

to go into liguidation and the country tor

cept thet this
boast e eurplis,
the above remarks would suit our con-
ditlons just as well as they do

T

WHAT OTHERS SAY

Learning From the Tortolse.

(Detroit News.))
In & world but receatly gone motor

wholesome food for refiection. There
is something in limiting one's dealre
for speed to one’s abllity. At least
the tortoise does not Jet his works rus
away with him.

Hats Off To Allenby.
(London Daily News.)

With the tragic blunders of their
Irish policy still staring them in the
face, British statesmen, exhibiting a
singular capacity for forgetting every-
thing and learning nothing, came with-
in an ace of reproducing the Irish dls-
asters in Egypt. No credit is due to
them because, just before it is too late,
a libers] .policy has been substituted
for British obstinacy. What credit
there is must be given not to polit!-
clans, but to a soldier. It is due almost
entirely to the clear insight and the
stubborn courage of Lord Allenby that
we have kept faith with Bgypt and
that we may still hope to retain her
friendship and respect.

A Man Without a Party.
(Providence Journal)

The British Prime Minister is a man
without a party. And Great Britain is
a country without parties. The strange
situation i a hang-over from the war
and restlessness on account of it has
been growing for a year or more. The
British literaliy abandoned politics in
the face of the great emergency. The
petty political term “coalition” took
on an epochal meaning. It no unger
meant a ticklish balance of power in
Government, but all power. The Union-
ist party accepted it wholeheartedly,
hyphenated themselves as Coalition-
Unionists, and won a majority of the
seats in Parliament. The Liberals un-
der Mr. Asquith's leadership rejected
it, and disappeared as a respectable
party

Women and the Vote.

(London Morning Post.)

The gingerbread is losing its gilt, for
women are finding out that women
have to serve in courts of law. They
are not rushing to the ijury-boxes with
the enthusiasm with which they rush
to the Oxford sireet sales. The law 18
slow and boring, and there are no bar-
gains, only speeches. And barristers
are prolix, and judges, with some
bright exceptions, invariably dall.
There aYe no butterflies, but only a
wheel. As for the vote, most women
who have just got it are attaching pre-
cisely the same importance to it as
the men who have had it for gemerm-
tions. Sex equality, like seif-determin-
ation, is admirable in theory, but dis-
appointing and dangerous in practice.
Neither fits in with rough workaday
world. Both doctrines were discov-
ored by theorists, launched with vio-
lence, and followed by disillusionment
and disturbance.

The Geddes Report.

{ Manchester Guardian.)
The House of Commons has so jong
been accustomed to regarding finan-
clal debates as occasions for vemtilat-
ing minor grievances for which time
would mnot otherwise be affected, to
passing uncritically estimates which
are in any case presented salmost unin-
telligibly and to going through divi-
sion lobbies as a perfunctory tribute
to party loyajty, that when a meaty
and controversial financial report like
that of the Geddes Committee is pre-
sented for critical examination it finds
that its critical powers are atrophied.
The country at large is no better oft.
The Geddes report should itself be
minutely examined. Everybody has
been clamoring for it, and now it is
published nobody seems to have the
least idea what to do about it, The
questions of policy which it raises are
being hotly debated, but there seems
to be no financial tests by which to
judge the wvalidity of its conclusions,
nor, if there were, any body capable
of applying them. That is the real
lesson of the Geddes report, that we
do not know what to do with ‘it now
we have got it.

Frults of the Primary.
(Springfield Union.)

The tendency under the primary eys
tem s, first, to send weaker and
weaker men to Cangress and other
representative bodies, and, second, to
make them extremely sensitive to
group propaganda and fearful of
group votes. Party leadership does
not fumction. The responsibility for
the choice of men best able to com-
mand general support and best able
to give & good account of themselves
[ P s greatly dimin-
ished, if not actuaily lost. In its place
is put s competitive scramdle tor &
plurality of a small primary vote often
vielding the most grotesque results,
of popular indifference or carelesemess,
such as the favor for a name that comes
first in the alphabetical list, or for a
candidate whose nams may resembie
that of another or even one wh 5

{logne, which makes it hard for me to

once more youll
, Aw heck, G.
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» uuisants, sed pop.
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‘Well stop them both befor

A trans coming into & statios an
oritty good of a imitation, and a

.'ff-’n'_n‘n"u'ffn’f’f’f.'fffl"'."

Wich I did with plessare,

it for § eeconds, you cant even look out, and mow it you
€0 rite to bed, sed pop. :

to nook on the table with my nuckles as if I
mmw.um.wu.mm.qm
t, are you tryfng to drive me crasy? 4
Bir, Im a telogreft operater, I sed.

kepp on, smoaking and thinking and I started to nock
ndfulls of marbles together to see it I could gess how
was, and pritty soon pop sed, Stop #, dident I tell
that infernal constant nolse?

: you told me to stop nocking on the tabje, Im doing
with marbles, its a futirely diffrent thing, T sed.

Wileh I aid, thinking, Good nits, gash, its a wonder I can ever
Greothe. And I started to make imitations with my tongue !k

Pap sed, Leeve my site, leeve the room, leeve the house
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¢ T lose my reason, sed pop,

d then going out agen, betng a
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| THELAUGH LINE |

Where Luck Came In.

“Did your brother have any luck
when he was hunting tigers 'in India,
John "

“Yes, Sir, great luck—he never met
any."—Irish World,

“Did the sarajor go this way, sen-
try " “1 dgp't know, corporal”
“Well, keep your eyes open. 'What do
you think you're here for " ‘‘Here
for? Two perishing hours !"— Cal-
cutta Looker<Om,

Inconsistent.

“Your father is unreasomable,” com-
plained her lover. {

“Why, dear 1"

“He tells me not to lose sight of
my object in lfe and then Kicks be-
cause [ come here seven nights a
week.”-—Boston Transcript.

Degrees.
Freddie—“The doctor gave me awful
medicine to take.”

Willle—"“You're in pretty soft. He
says I've to take a cold bath every
day.”—New Copk Sun.

Paueity of Words.
The sweet thing who could not find
words to express her love for him does
not have any trouble infinding words
to tell him what she thinks of him
since they have deen married.—Cin-
cinatt! Enguirer.

Where Me Faila.

I never won an argument with a
tax{ driver or & telephone operator.

I never can summgn wp encugh cour-
age to shoot those who say “those
kind.”

I ocanmot prevent the barber from
finishing me with a sprinkling of oo

explain by absencs to my wite.

I cannot get accustamed to the must-
cal mysteries of grand opera, where it
takes the lusty sop @fteen

BELT

PRESSED STFEL PULLEYS

LACE LEATHER
LEATHER BELTING
Manufactured By

D. K. MCLAREN LIMITED

Main 112490 Germain 8t, 8t John,N, B—Box 702.

FASTENERS

.

LTD,, St. John,

-B.
.

The Perll To Peace.

It should be fully o d
by ‘the people of this ocountry
that the four-power treaty is thekey-
note of the peace structure, which in
all probability canmot stand without
it, and that it we fail in this second
attempt to assoclate ourselves with
other 4 for the of
peace,’ we ehall be bound to a poMcy
of isolation, as well as to an ultimate
saorifice of our economic supremacy.

Special 2-Light Plugs, 65¢

ELACTRICALLY AT YOUR SERVICE

Tee (DE

Phone M. 2152

BB
ELECTRICAL
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CONTRACTORS 91 "RRMAIN 81

DID PAIN DISTURB
YOUR SLEEP?

HE pain and torture of theu-

to sing herwelf to death after the tenor
has stabbed her —New Yark Maf),

AT .

Moscow, March 20.—The Russian
State Bank is contemplating an issue
of its own bank motes to meet the
general shortage of currency, partiou-
larly in the provinces.

The Rosta (newa agency) announdes
that the bank has been directed by the
Finance Commissariat to work ovt an
emission plan.

LIVER TROUBLE

BAD BILIOUS ATTACKS

When your liver becomes sluggish

and l._-cuva your whole health suf-|’

can be t?ou:ckly relieved
of Sloan's

Liniment, It brings warmth, ease and

comfort and lets you sleep soundly. .

O e o Rl b e
apply u it twi

pfl & withous ing.

It's splendid to tale the pain out of
tired, m spraing and
utmin-} stiff joints, and lame ba

For

cks.
- years 's enemy. Ash
ur ne A
WAt nl'f

lﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂh 81:0.
ent
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Opysters, Clams, ‘
Halibut. Mackerel, ‘
Salmon. Haddock,

Cod, Salt Shad

Smith’s Fish Market ‘

.
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MILBURN'S
LAXA-LIVER PILLS

-

SAVE YOUR EYES

fficiency ships away more
quickly through faulty
vision then from any
other cause,
Is your efficiency affected?
Qur scientific examination
will determine the exmot
condition of your eyes.

$/¢ vainters couwd be kept busy

L. L. SHARPE & SON,

21 King St, St Johm, N.

e §i8 186 Erin Street

MILBURN'S
LAXA-LIVER PILLS
are 35¢. & vial at all dealers, or
#M.Mdmw

Milburn Co., Limited, Tosente, Ont.

P

| Osen 9 8. m. Untii 9 p. m.

Head Office  Branch Office

COAL
American Anthracite,
All sizes.
Springhill, Reserve,

R.P.&W.F. Starr, Ltd, "
48 Senythe St 159 Union S,

| e
e 603 Paans 26" ||Business Men
DR. J. D. MAHER, Proprietor. r'—"——*‘"

“You Are L

NS of St. John and Chas. L, of Van

R 3. 1 & Jv, |
Y e e
5T “What seems to

. “How do you know?”

Obituay

Captain H. T, Bette.

Word has been received by friends
ip the city of the death of Captain
Menry T. Betts, Sunday, at Newbursg,
N. Y. Captain Betts was born In St
John end ie well known here. He at
one time ded the sch L.
G, Molean, one of the first vessels
used in the Capadian Fisheries Pro-
teotion service. In the Spanish-Ameri-
oun war he was a lleutenant in the
American navy. Mrs. G. B, Hegan, of
this city, is a sister, and 'W. H. Purdey,
&« ocousin,

J. V. Jenkins.

After several months of illness, John
V Jepking passed away at his resi-
denoce, 182 Duke street, West, ear'y
yestordey morning. He leaves ‘o
mouwrn his wife, two sons, two daugh-
ters, five brothers and two wisters The
song are 'W. T. Jenkine ani O. L. Jon-
kins of West §t. John. The daughtevs
are Mra George B Barlow of Wast
End and Miss Bdith Jenkms. The
brothers are Willlam H. sng Moses of

lew York, Fenwidk of Boston, Tilley

. The siaters are Mra. M, Flest
of Montreal and Mrs George Hplanef .,
of the West 8ide. Mr. Jenkins was &
lite-long  resident of ‘Oarleton. He
worked along the waterfront for the
city nearly all his life and will be
missed by a large number of friends.

Mrs. George T. Kelrstead.

After a short dliness Mrs. George T.
Keirstead passed away at her home at M
Norton early yesterday morning, leaw
tong to mourn a loving husband, ohe
son, Captain J. Vernon Keirstead, New
Brunswick manager of he National
Life A Co.; one daughter, Ke-
tella 8., wife of George B. Wason of
Cambridge, Mass., at present at Hono-
1ulu, Hawali Islands, and four grand-
children.  Funeral service will be
held at her late home in Norton on
Wednesday morning at haif-past ten,
and burial will take place at Keir
steadville.

Alexander Inghs.

Word weg received in this &ity yes
terday of the death in Prince George,
B. C. on March18, of Alexander Ing-
lis, assistant roadmaster of the Grand
Trupk Pacific Radroad, wih head-
quarters at Hndako B. C. For six
years Mr. Inglis was & resident of Bt.
John, where he hed & wide acqualnt
ance, and was generally popular, par Py
tionlarly in raflroad and telegraph
olrcles. During his stay in St John

ber of th

e op
waft of the Canadian Pacific Railroad,
and lived at 28 Germain street. Mr,

n
afterwards jolning the
cific Railnoad steff. Along the

and among hig hoat of he was
invariably kmown as “ . He
jeft St. John twelve years aga and

f

for the past elght years had

{




