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frult growers of New Brunswick received no ald or
instruction from the Government of the province umtil
the advent to power of the present provinclal adminis-
tration.

Had Mr. Labillois when he became Commissioner
for Agriculture, many years ago, displayed the same in-
terest in developing the orchards of the country, or in’
encouraging men to invest in fruit culture, instead of
the few scattered orchards we nqw have through the
province, there would be miles of fruit trees, Instead
of being at the beginning of an enterprise, that will
eventually bring in hundreds of thousands of dollars
annually, the farmers would now have been in the
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in  the province Under the administration of Mr.
Ferris the Agricultural Department of the former Gov-

salary and mother being upstairs packing the household
furniture has by no means a general application,
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of a school at Sackville, has not re-
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ernment was not a going concern. It had ceased to
take any interest in the well being of the farmers.
Mr. Ferris, himself a farmer, should have known some-
thing of the wants of the agriculturists of New Bruns-
wick, but if he had any such knowledge he kept it
to himself. He was not able to keep the machinery
running that had been started for him. “Dry root” had
entered the department with Mr. Ferris, and it stayed
with him while he held the office of Commissioner for
Agriculture, About the only thing that he or his offi-
elals did was to draw their salaries and this they did
with unfailing regularity, including travelling expenses.

Since the advent of the Hazen Administration there
has been a decided change for the better. An active
and energetic propaganda in favor of fruit culture has
been Inaugurated. There is no doubt that New Bruns-
wick possesses a fruit belt as valuable as that of Nova
Seotia. We may not be able to grow as great a
variety of fruit as is grown in Ontario, but we can pro-
duce apples that cannot be excelled in the world. This
has been proved by the success of the New Brunswick
oxhibits in London in two successive seasons. It was
demonstrated at the fruit exhibition held in this eity

~ last autumn,

Unable to deny that New Brunswick was entitled
le a first place among the apple growing countries of
the world the opposition organs made themselves hoarse
irying to prove that the Hazen Government had done
nothing for fruit culture, and that the exhibitions proved

well the old Government had done for the country.

that the old Government ever did for the orchardists
{

(Montreal Gazette.)

Senator McMullen adds his voice to that of Mr.
Sifton and hopes that no reciprocity treaty will be ar-
ranged between Canada and the United States. Both
Mr. McMullen and Mr. Sifton are Liberals, and they
seem to represent the views of quite a number of
their party. It looks somewhat as if the ministerial
delegates at Washington might make themselves popu-
lar with the Liberals by coming home and announcing
that they had added one more to the number of their
Government's diplomatic failures,

(Gait Reporter.)

The Western idea that municipalities should not
only own but operate their own utilities, for the general
advantage of the taxpayers interested, has taken deep
root in Calgary, for the very good reason that it has
put the principle of the system to & test and found
it unassailable,

(Chicago Tribune.)

A newspaper and its readers form & mutualized in-
stitution; the readers give the strength to the paper, and
the paper uses it for them, It cannot be strong without
‘them; they lack certain elements of strength without it.
(Vancouver World.)

“Cheap eggs to not materialize,” says a grocer's

this week, but is
resting at the home of her parents,
at the Baptist parsonage.
George Howard, a son of Rev. Mr.
Howard, has also arrved from Man-
itoba to visit his invalid father.
W. E. Skillen, of St, Martins, has
gone on a health tour to the West In-
dies and California, whence he does
not expect to return until next spring.
Before leaving he intimated that if
he found a suitable location on his
journey, he might decide to settle
down and not return to his native pro-
vince. Mrs. Skillen went to St. John
with her husband to see him safely
off and returned to her home at St.
Martins.
Mrs. George Raymond, Lakeside,
who has been successfully operated
on at the general public hospital, St.
John, is expected home by the end of
this week,
George Danville, of Lakeside, son
of Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Danville, is
quite ill with pneumonia, contracted
from a chill which he took last Fri-
day. It will be some days before the
crisis is reached, but present appear-
ances are favorable for his recovery.
Among 8t. John men who have vis-
ited Hampton during the last week
were R. E. Day, J. G. Walsh, D. J.
O'Neil, G, W. Hatheway, A. G. Plerce,
T. Denham, W. H. Banks, E. A. Hoyt,
Geo. Dishart, H. C. McCluskey, F. W.
Storms, B. M. Armstrong, H. 1.. Doane,
J. A. Huntley, and J. H. Gordon, who
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