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What ‘the Mr. Willi;m T, Stead, ' the 'Leprosy is'spreading and has five thousand’Qi&ima. _ contfidence, since it makes no report of its proceed-
English Editor of the Review of - many recruits being rejected for this disease; An ,ings. Tt seems, however, to be understood that
Caar Said, Reviews, hashecently returned fo external loan is absolutely, essential. te  her and cerhin statements coutained in Washington,

London from a visit to Russia &rd othér parts of the
Continent. Mr. Stedd was'réctived by the Czar who
conversed with great freeddm ahd'dwelt “ut Tength
upon his proposal for the disarmament of the nations.
%pealuug last week at a great pupllc confer:uce held
in St, James' Hall, London, favoring the. Czar's
peace proposals, . .Mr, Stead..gave the following .as
the substance of what His Majesty had saidto him
on the oceasion alinded to abpve:

‘1 00k out over the world : I study our’ civilization,
and [ do fiot find it very good. I'sée nations all énguged
in sel#ing or trying to seize all territory not yet occupled
by Buropeann powers. ' 1" look ‘at the ftesults. Théy do
not seem to mie to be good. “'For (Hie native 'races, ‘what
does imperial expansion mean?  Téd often opium, alco-
bol and all tander of foul disenses; & 'great gulf between
the governed and those who rule, dhd érdsbivg takation
upon the natives for the blessings ' of this civilization.
And for the nations who ' seive 'whist' does It ‘thedn? A
cotitinual increase of suspicion] jéalousy dnd’ rivitry;
the heaping up,of fleets and srniies ihf ofder to thke “part
in @ séramble with the world, ‘with tHe resalt that the
army and navy are mllovhﬁ up mose dindl tioré mittions
that'should be used for the welfsire of th¢ people auid the
advancement of the world.

“On top ‘are & few very riel ‘snd ‘comfortable ; down
below, with an everdncreasing pressure of ‘taires for
arnaments, is the great misss of post people whose' ' posi-
tion “Is wot very good. There 18 ‘un 'ever-increasing
multitade of those below with thelr brooding discontent
ripening into Socialises and developitig into all kinds of
anarchy. ' No, T do not find our civilization good. " Why
do we make it 80?7 We hiave' 4t the preseiit ‘moment
arrived at this stage that we have put ‘all bur very best
manhood in the army. 'So much'i§ this the case that we
canuot mobilize the whole fabric of the soclal community.

“War has become 80 expensive that no State ean stand
the ‘strain of protrdcted war withiout ‘having ‘o' 1dok
bankruptey in the face, ‘andwe ‘are w0’ pérfecting our
modern weapons of destruction that ho army can go into
the field without loging e0 Targe a'proportion of its officers
that when the war is over, evetr' if that ‘ariny be' victori-
ous, the war will have inflicted “irrépatdble loss 'on the
country. ' 'What with discontiection tatiséd by mobilizing,
what with empty exchequer, what with décimated ranks
of leading and governivg wien, "1 sée nothiblg before any
nation but & terrible heritage of revolutionary ‘anstchy.”

LA

Russia® Desirés - L here are said to  be md;cttmns
of something in. the way of an

Peace.

toward a better understanding with Great Britain in
reference to affairs in the far ‘east, "and “if Russia
really desires ' such” ai’‘undetstatiditg “there’ is
probably fio doubt of the willifigtiess bf Gréat Britain
to meet her in a reasonable epmt and to lmnge on

equitable terms the matters m whiqh they are

mufually interested, , While the, Czar is_generally
credited with. the most, sincere conwictions, and ' the
loftiest motives inconnection with his: propesal for.
disarmament, it is perhapa/: quite as: genemailly
believed that, so:far as  the/Czan's officid]l wadvisers:
are concerned, Russia's peace policy is duiteds wvuchy
a matter of pruderice as 6P principle e Bédotres’
more dnd ‘tiore evident writes)* MF Hed¥y Novitan,
th:;snnln mult‘ty l\o%la of by’ ci'oo'k
self againgt extetnal com a' o Hertn
drained dry by g m.ﬁqmund
the Wﬂﬁ!m nilm.. She js spending money .
like water at Post Arthur, Shehas
the Sibqhﬂlﬂ‘ly. will. disappeint. 'the - m*ol

overture on the. part of ‘Russin:

gute Her-
ke

discovered; that. . immediately after the cnmg:uw_ o g“

hitherto she has failed to raise it on favorable: terma

sl

ches concerning the results so far reached.

in Berlin, in Paris; or in Londons’! Under present
circumstances, therefore, it is not to beexpe@ed that
Russia should desire to rush ‘into ‘war ‘with ‘Greéat

a diplomatic use of the present situation to insure’
her interests in the east from Russian nggrqsuon in
the future, she is not likely to exhaust the resources
of diplomacy in that direGtion, .

SRR % 3
Reciprocity in 10 the negotiations for ncipxoclty
Lt in trade which the Joint Commis-

sy gt siou has in. hand, ope of the
principal obje@s on the part of Canada.is:toe

“that - a treaty, ' covering practically all
Britain, and though the latter miy be ready to'miike *
" sigried und’ that ‘'some matters of reciprocal trade
, Telations ' will be adjusted, but that. these will be

mny be -accepted as approximately correét. . On
the: authority of such statements, we have it

points
urder consideration by the  Commission, will be

fewer {n frumber than the Canadian commissioners

. had hoped for in opening negotiations. Negotiations
' formptoclty encounter their principal difficulties.

in conne®ion th,h lumber and agricultural produés.
The Canadian commissioners, it is said, have: pre-
sented & very full statement covering the lumber
trade; the gist of which is that forest produdts ate 8o

the removal of the heavy duties ‘which theé United
States now imposes upon Canadian’ lumber. “This
duty of §2 per thousand feet is pra®tically prohibitive "
of a business in the cheaper Kinds of spruce aud '
hemlock lumber which would be very: profitabléf for.
Canada. 1t 'is undérstocd that' the McKitley
admibistration is not averse to such a- measuré of
reciprocity, which without doubt would bestrongly
in the general interests of the United States, but the
lumber kings of the Northwest are able it, seems. to
masshal in their interest a sufficient humber -of
Senators to prevent a reciprocity tredty with &, free.
lumber clause. receiving the necessary e-dm
in the Senate, which requires d two'third vote! "It
is said however thata proposal to reduge the lum-
ber duty from $2 to $r per thousand™ would: be
approved. " Whether or not the Canadian’ Conimis-
sioners will consider such a. reduction a.sufficient,
inducement to abolish the export duty on logs is
uncertain. It is said, however, that  Canadien
lumbermen were not averse to such 'a ‘compromise .
when the Dingley bill was before Congress in 1897,
and it is recalled that such a course. was foﬂoved by
Sir John MacDonald’s »governmerit ig~18g90,

the McKinley bill' recuced the Am Gﬁty ot
lumber from $2 to $1 per thonsand. i

I

The Joint Commission wlﬂch hés

& Nock ol toe been in session lately  in Wash:,
Jolit, Coenizitalon ington, and previously in Quebee;
with a ‘view'of settling difficulties”and effedtitiz”
better, commercial relations between the ‘United:
States and Canada; has adjourned for the Chrlstnd_
holidays.  ‘THe Commiission will restme its work o’
January sth. It issaid to be the.intention -of  the
Commissioners to proceed with their work'as rapidly -
as possible, with the hope of concluding it before.the.
end of January. It is of course very: desirable that-:
Congress shall deal with the report of ‘the Comimis.

sion, during  the present session,: otherwise; th.‘

adoption of the treaty which the Commissioners are

*largea per

:Canal.
S was opeued to foreign commerce in 1895.

ge of Catada’s exports, and yet are
relatively so small compared with the United States®
total forest produd®s, that liberal concessions on this

,point are’esseéntial to satisfy public sentitnent in

: Cantada’aid could be made without serious detriment
‘to the Upited States. Pra®ically thé same ahte«'

‘men! has been presented concermng agmmltunl

.prodnéts. Thé Canadian commission. his nrged,
that Cunda Jds a larger consumer per capita of
Amedcan manufactures thay the whole western
‘heﬁilphm south of the United States. ' Further, it

418 urged: that last year Canada gave the United

1States a $40,000,000 ' free  list; and in view of these

“fadle’somie éssential concessions must be made to

theCanadian’ farmers, it being represented that .

.ngnrlln sentiment 'is fully as important to the

Dottfitiion ds it is to the United States.
A
—The Chinese are understood to be making
‘experimtents with a view to adopting more modern.

| equipiients and methods of wélfare, but gunpowder

in thé hands of theg'hinese would appear to be as
yet qulbe ag dangerous tu themselves as to their
enenuu A late despatch from Shaughai states that
‘a powder magazine situated in the centre of the
_Chinese camp at Hangchow has exploded with the

i weffect of throwing down the houses on a square mile
“of ground-and killing troops to the number, it is

/estimated, of three thousand. Hangohow 'is' a port
'situated fn'the Province of Chekiang, at the hedd' of
the' Hangehow Bay and the T sientang Kiang River,
the §outhern ' terminus of the Imperial or Grand *"
%y the treaty of peace with Japan, the Pon :
It is. a
silk mnpfnctnnnz centre, and its population is.
‘estimated at 800,000, . American and French, mis-
sions are situated there, and the Mission buildings
iare reported to have been damaged, but mo lives
were lost-among Europeans.

; —Cmm advmes say that Lord Kitchener is omn~_ .

expeded to frame will be delayed for. ‘W mﬂ ‘izinga a‘mpngn for the recovery for Egypt of the' !

at least; while the whole business:will chatigin'
suspense; for it is niot easy t0'prediet) Whether 'the”

.,,,Snaudin "provitices still held by ‘the Mnhlﬁsh
_’Soudlnue levies will form a large part of the umy.

‘action of the United States Senate mlllhh mﬁm raof ‘conquest. . The Khalifa was last reported from

or to' nullify  the -work ' of ‘the

“ehances of getting the matter déalt with by (Cb
during its present session depeud ‘ﬂle nﬂn M
fime which the Senate shall” ddnl

with the treaty of peace wi “S"p&&w@. ¥
_understood 'will. be . snbmitted . for m

pxovhionu of that  treaty M "& gl

land, b ‘ ai
comg 3t ang. ﬁmé.#ﬂn she,

Y

(‘ anada is es)

a;{m;' i the Seunte, a8 seems tiot #almﬁ“} 5
inlly mmestedvou Y

fike of i (S ""‘f ]
mth;puui&-nd prospeﬁveresulta of the v'"

ulﬂ

vt
m

mmpurﬂsr in the region of the oases in the heart of the ..

“African desert, a thousand miles west of the Nile.
That prevince. and Kordofan, a few hundred'miles /i

“%o lh‘ eastwiird, are still held by the dervishes.

Lom Kitchenet realizes that the long desert marches’
?m'ﬁlky of using water transg
M quiest ati exceedingly diM& one, |
, plin 8 to. m ’keue of the Soudan tribes, after .

gg as they are more familiar :
: 3 t,im; the  British regulars, »
F has therefore pmmsedtol.ordcmmtww

'Tmumm.m ‘drawn  from the Shilook:

utilized: to assist in' the ‘campaign,: Lotd «1s

Craier has giver hid approval and the orgamization: « -

b to move an,
army. Famine is dwuutln' whole terﬂtodel of the Commission cannot of course be stated with of the tribesmen into regiments will begin at once.




