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OPE~ING PLAIN PATHS,

CHAPTER K— Continued.

“There are quantities of wice seaweeds
there,” Delia ocencluded her story with
“could you tell me this afierncon how w0
put them up? | wani to do some.”

“Why osa wll you bow 10 open and

o, ¢

Delia looked “Were you
guing o do it only fer own amuse-
meut 1" asked Miss d  hesitatingly.

Bhe was acquainted with Mre. Mayo.

“I'll tell you,” returned Deila frankly.
I don't waut them 0 koow it at home, &s
rhey'd 6bj ot ; but [ don’t see why, if I can,
| way oot e« well use my time and pleasure
thery ( some advantage, nad I sm going to
vy ® X

“Let me tell you then what we can do,”
waid her friend ; “I sm almont out of weeds
and waut a good many. Why cannot you
gatl.er and press as many as can and
send them tome? I will select the best
and put them up, snd we will share the
profits.  Will thatdo? I koow where I
an well & good many.”

O1 conrae Delin naw the advantage of the
oft-r, aud went away with her cup running
over; & perfect Eldorado seemed opening
st ber feet,  But six mooths before such s
plwo wou'd vot have entercd her head, She
wis just lenrning, Lmdy through the views
O ive's kinduers had opened to her, that
the p'acing cf ove’s life does not depend
en'irely upon externals, and that the real
tiudings are vot limited to the thiogs that
‘an be seen.  Better thoughts within her
were growing stro-ger with the strengthen
iug of ber love for Christ, to whom she
pressed closer in her trouble. Her char
acter was becoming-more trne ad.earnest
as her devire to plense him whom she loved
increased. She was beginniog, 1o, to re-
alize that to be valued by others she herself
must be in some nieasure worthy of regard;
that if she wanted to see eyea lighter at her
coming, and bear gracious words of hearty
welcome, and feel the warm hand clasp of
those whose esteem she mo:t coveted, sl e
wust be ready o give, as well as receive.

How many giris, with longings and
aspirations like Delin's, never rise any
higher in all their lives. They stop at the

13

g
; hen she carried the news of his three
day w

months’ release 10 him, bad

the work of srousing ber lwplhh- and
inoiting her to kind aod helpful sction.
And now you the growth that
these summer days had wimessed.

As for our travellers, every
ready to lead them & helping band.

“How I wish you had something lighter
than your heavy winter overcost, father,”
Delia bad raid : “you will need something;
don’t you think you bad better take some
of your money and buy one ?”

ﬁ: Mr. Mayo -boo: bi-”heu : “I shall

t along very nicely, dear.

"Ald 80 Iurydnd. !o{- about this time Olive
in her own bome was thinking of the news
that had made her so glad, aad longing to
do something to help.

All at once she remembered the -fall
overcoat that the judge had purchased late
in the season two before, and which

ved too sinall for his increasing measure
g:in( the next eeason.

He had spoken “f day or two before of
sendiog it to Coustn Charles ; but Cousin
Charles was a young man with & el
ary sod would not more than balf appre-
ciate the gift.

B8he consulted her father at dioner time,
and found him heartily soquiescent; so
wheo Delia came back from Faonie Boad's,
she fuund the coat and a kind note asking
Mr. Mayo's acoe, of it, sod with that
useful addiiion they felt entirely ready.

Margaret had called at Judge Esmond’s
that morning on her way home and told
Olive, half shyly, sad under promire of
seorecy, of what sbe had :nno. W:nn
Olive quickly put her thoughts together,
whe uns -r-lnod’ll once wuch that bad been
puzxling of late in her friends conduot,snd
for only anawer,at first,she turned and xn
Margaret a long kiss thet upoh more than
maay words could have said.

That was new to Mar, 00 ; the girla
were not in the habit of kissing her impul-
sivly.

She found it ‘s little harder to tell her
father of her change of plap, but she did it
that night while he was behind his evenin,

r, aad got along better than she fi f

“But I bave spent the movey you gave
me for the trip,” she said in conclusion.
“You asud I could have that for my sum-
wer extras, and [ have alrendy used it.”

“H'm 1” snid her father, bat asked no

wrther questions.

seemed

as shrewd enough to guess
r, when be learned of Mr,
& where the bill he had given
is daughter bad gone to, but if 80 he said
nothing of the matter. He had quite a sick
turn the next week, a most unusual thing
for him, sod when he experieaced his
daughter’s kiad sttentions and saw her real
solicitude, he quite forgave her in his heart.
And what was better, when he recovered
they did not slip back to their old indiffer-
ence. The li rift in s heart
was growing wider. She was beginning to
know that it is *“more blessed to give

to receive,” and those who onoe commence
1o learn that lesson are vot' likely ever to
leave it off.

80 the White Mountain party went on its
way. rejoicing, and there were 0

rties, aod excursions to glens and to
beacher, aod Earopean departures, but our
friends went with none of them*

The sunsete were ju-t aa brilliant, the
wountaius 88 grand, and the valleys as fair
about B haven as ever. They had never
seemed as lovely to the eyes of some of our
girle; anl while two of them may have
mis el a i..c sume sccustomed plessures
of summer tru\ !, tuey found rich compen
sation in other wiya, L4

Margaret couuted as such. a letter that
came a week later than the morning that
saw Mr. Mayo aud Delia off.

“We are just as happy as we can be,” it
read “‘and though we have only been here
three duy<, it doee seem as (hough father
bad besuu to gain already. Iam certain
he walked further yesterday and with less
fatigue than he has since he stopped going
to the office. I wish you could see how he
enjoys the view and the ealt air. He sits
for hours at that little front window you
told us of, watchiog the vessels and the

bare wishing for ph nter sur

they are satisfied with merely dreaming of
noble living, sod they make no prayerful,
earnest, perrevering effort te be sweeter and
nobler themselves, by the grace of God.
80 by and by we see s dwarfed womanhood
in the p'see of what might have been. But
it had been given Delin in the last few
months to see Lhi other vision than
before. A uatare broader mnd stronger
thao her own had been willingand thought-
ful in -hnian gifts, and so tor all time
there was 10 be one soul at least made truer,
one |.fe more helpful, one woman more
worthy of the name. Has pot Olive Iaid
up (reasures more precious than gold? Aed
may oot you do the ssme ?

I{ul while we have been morslizing,
others have been working. Margaret's act
bad pot been s0 sudden as it may have
seemed.  The thought had come ta ber on
the very first day that Delia had told her
what the dootors thought of her father’s
case. Bhe had no intention of entertaining

! en, and would have smiled at the ides
f he had looked it sericusly in' the face;
+ut a true, prayerful nature wasto influence
her also, and the Holy Spirit was striving
witl ber, Every circumatance in the pro-
vidence of God seemed to press the question
bome upon Margaret as u real, perronal
matter ; conscience wake up aod stayed
awake in spite of all opiates and down
puttings. She had never been so troubled
1o ber life. Butshe did not yield, even
when Olive came and so frankly tld of
her own decision. She bad beeu colder
than usual then, because determined not to
show her own deep feeling

Then Mr. Lake preached on the text,
“lomsmuch as ye have done it uuto the
least of these my brethren, ye have done it
unto me.” Was there no escape 1

Fioally she equivocated alittle to con
science, and wiie to the pastor’s wifs at
Rocky Beach, as she had enid, but with no |
revolution even then o carry out thisab |
surd wotion. Fortuoately. Mrs, Lyops |
consin was & lady of energy and her propt |
telegram had nearly burned poor Margaret's |
“last bridge” bebind her. * Yet ahie was not |
fully eomm’tted ; no one Lad shuied her |
thonght.  She concluded just to go nud |
Mr. Mayo and see how he was. 1° i

oull
was gaining, o sacrifice on her part w o

be vecessary, but she would feel beier |
watisfied. 8o she took the bill and telegram |

and started out, sttended by her twoangels, |
each striviog for the viciory. The firs; |
sight of the pale, patient face decided the |
long contest. Mr. Lake had once eaid he |
wondered wlhat jutluence would ever be
found strong enough to move this seeming:
Iy cold, proud pature. God bad provided
for that in the tender com passion for suffer-
ing he had planted deep in Margaret’s heart.
It had never been called out Litore; she
had never been bromght in contact with
serious illness in others. until now ; but the

very first wight of Mr. Mayo's face, on the

ging sea with no thonght of weari
ness ; and he eats more readily,and coughs
lese. I do trust he will be better. And
how can we ever thank you enough T Never
in -&rdu. » i

“What a fun: ictaresque ol ouse
thisis; Ik 3. en I saw its shingled
sides and odd roof. Aond Mre. Vosburg is
#0 running over with good nature that it
does one good just to mee her.

“I am very busy gatheriog seaweed and

uliar shells; there is such a variety
ere, and everything is 80 new and delighi-
tul to me, for [ have never been away from
Belbaven before in my life. I seem to
have left my headaches behind me too.
There are (wo teachers spending their va-
oation here also, so T have googoompu:
bea'des father. Everything is so mnu!
better than I deserve. I wish, a8 never
before, thet I ocould do something for
others.”

80 Delia too was learning new humility.
and thaokfuloess. S

About this same time came a letter from
Gussie Keith to Olive that we will be ill-
mannered enough (o peep into over Olive's
shoulder.

“You mak if Y am busy. I suswer, s
little. They wished me o open school at
once ; and &a this is the only sohool in this
northern village, and I am sole pedagogue
weariog my hotors in & ‘sumerous isol s
tion,’ as [ once read, I no lon, aitempt
to count my eubjects, but I shall soon begin
to stack them it they continue to pour in.
However, we are quite in rucning order
now, and if I bad time I sbould enjoy it
very much. I gotomy schoolrogm asscon
2 breakfast i< over, and retura to my sup

r at balf-past six, with a noon Jungh

tween. From uive to four are the paid-
for hours ; the rest I give to realizing my
will crew and getting betler acquainted

with them

“How my heart aches for this people!
I have been here three weekw, but have yet
10 hear the first sound of a church-bell,
Last Subbath a stranger who was detained
here preached ininy schoolroom. I saw
him the night before, and he promised to
appoint 8 Sunday school after the service.
He did #o and stayed to help in it. As

! many s thirty remained, most of them my

owo scho'ar«. We found three teachers,
girls youngsr than myself, but not & man
in the settlement willing te do & thing
about it, As Iam the oldest, they insist
on my being Superintendent. Weil, we
can repeat the Lord’s Prayer and sing &
little, soyway. If we only had two books
of a kind we might do that last better, for
we have & gwf many German children
who take to singing naturally.

“You remember that Miss Usher used
to say, ‘Young ladies, it is better to wear
out than to rustout” I have determined
not to rust out this summer at least,

“How often I think of your kindness you
caunot know. It makes me long to be

more helpfal to others, [ see 50 many sad,
inted women here, and my heart
sches for them. I pray for them,and when
I bave & chance I try tospeak a chﬂtib?
word, but that scems to be all I can do. |
am afraid I never shall know how to be &
burden-bearer, though I would rather |
ave that name than any other. That is |
what I call you in my thoughts, becanse |
you never seem to have auy troubles of |
your owh, but always lime to take lhour[
of others.” |
“What a mistake she makes in me,”
thought Olive with a quick upspringing of
hamility as she finished the letter. “She’s |
s thousand times better than I am. I
wonder if she ever remembers what she
said to me that last night she was« here, or
if she would believe bow much it has
belped me since. God help me to be an
opener of ways 1o others,” xhe prayed with
sudden ear as she bered
Gussie’s words that had taken such strong
bold oo her heart. Aud such a prayer he
delights to aoewer.

(T0 BE CONTINUED.)
i

Swest Words.

|

“My dearest of mothers.” I heard the
words repeated in oft tones by my next-
door neighbor at an island farmhouse
where we were sojourning. My dearest
of mothers.” My triend was s widow, and
her son, an affectionste, talented fellow,
waa engineering in Idaho. In ove of his
Inte lotters he had said at the close: “And
vow, my dearest of mothers, good bye.”
Did he guees, I wonder, bow the litile pett-
ing phrase would please the heart that
loved him so? . Did he think that she
would say it over softly to herself as she
#at alone in her room

The home days were over. The babies,
with their sweet waya, their joy-giving and
their trouble making, had grown o noisy
boys, then (o self-asserting men ; they were
out in the world making their way ; ins
basy, thoughts absorbed, hearts full ; yet
here was one who remembered the mother,
still in midd e life, loving and needing love
the same a8 when her boys were her very
own in the Jear child's home. He wrote
her long letters, describivg hie adventur-
ous. changeable life; the strange compan-
i i a

Kucking Away the Crateh ¢

It was a misersbe inclement day in
Wahinnon.d There had been a heavy fall
of snow, anod it was raini copiou
The atreets were ancle dn:‘m\b llu‘
and the wind was driving flercely,
certain colovel entered one of the hotels
and walked into the readingroom. He
mwet there a friend standing by the wisdow,
looking out upon the dresry scene, to whom
he remarked :

“Jun’t this & gerrible day

“Indeed it is,” responded the gentlsman,
“and [ wish you had been here & f w min-
utes a;0. A poor crippled old man was

sly.
A

| making the best of hin way through the

storm acrosa the street, when & big, lusty
fellow came along, kicked bis crutch from
under hix arm, and left him lying in the
sluh and wet,”

“The big <coundrel I” exclaimed the
colonel, “I wish I had been there! I
would have wrung his seck for him.”

“Well, colouel, youare the big, lusty
fellow I had in mind,” saiu the maa, 0 the
amusement u‘{ » number ef weather-bound
listeners. “You are “ﬁlud hearty
and you go about men‘o'unuy ickiog the
crutch of Christinnity from under the arma
of poor crippled einners who have no other
support, and then leave them wallowing in
the mud svd mire of unbelief and despair.
You are all pull down and no build up.”

The colonel was stunved by the lel,
for he was n leclurer agninat Ch ity
sod the Bible. He made no respouse, but
walkied back into the office, where it is said
be sat for more than aa hour or more,
seeming to be in brown stady.

“We say at night, ‘Would God the day
were here.”
And say at dawn, ‘Would God the day
were dead’ ™
How well Swinburne has emphasized the
feelings of thousands of Earth’s fuirest
daughters, who are laid prostrate by dis-
s hhll :ud But instead of the
soguish of despair, what a of j
sscends from the mdml i‘z
who have used Dr. Pierce’s Favorite Pre-
scription,” and by its means been restored
10 the glorious sunshise of health, Itis s
positive remedy for those dersnge:
lavisien e X
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i by whom he is d, the
wonderful scenery of the wild Western
world, It was all intensely enjoyed ; but
better than all were the love phrases that
showed the sbu’s affectionate heart. I
wounder if the ““ boys ” know how dear they
are 1o their mothers, and how little atten-
tious, little gifts, tender words, flying visits,
cheer and warm the hearts that have borne
the test of years and sorrows.

Life is  little chilly to the mothers
whose homes are the timgn of the past.
Even if they remain in the old home, the
rooms seem very bare and silent atter the
children are gone, It is as if summer had
flown, with its ngga;md bird sougs, and
sutumn winds were~blowing. Then the-
love of the sons and daugliters is like sun-
shine, «f warm fires to the hearts that
sadly miss them. Let us hope there are
many sons who write, “My dearest of
mothers.”—Congregationalist.

Hasty Words

The evil that is in our world, that rushes
downo our streets, devastating homes, ruin-
ing happiness, and laying waste the pleas-
aot places, has many fonntaine, Sin does
its deadly work in many ways, and sorrow.
comes from & variety of sources. The
hasty words have certainly much toanswer
for among the rest, We are apt to think
that a word or two does not matter, that we
need not trouble onrselves w be overpar
ticular as to what we say. But thatis only
one of our wany mistakes. Words live.
There is so much vitality in them that the
take root even upon very unlikely soil.
Hasty words are almost sure to have little
sense and less kindnees in them.. They are
not the offspring of meek and Tx'm spirits,
but of passionate temper . Perhaps the
reason why such word~ poken is, that
the speaker feels hii se ( aggrieved, We
often do in this life of r«; we cannot
bave all we wish from . .r brothers and
sisters, and 80 we allow ourselves to grow
fretful and angry. We are uareasonable
enough to suppose that all things should
be ours, when we fiad only a few things
coming to our share, then we hecome dis-
coutented, peevish, and speak hasty worde;
then we say very hard things of each other,
and most sinfully say, in our hearts if not
with our tongues, hard things of our wise
and loving Father.

Seeing (hat basty words are so unkind,
unjust, snd uatrue. how can we prevent
ourselves from ultering them, and 80 esca,
the need of the after repentance which is
their consequence ? “He that believeth ahall
not make haste.” Is not the secret of our
impatience to be found in our lack of faith
in God? If our bearws were stayed upon
#im, if we were like children m&n‘ in our
Father’s arms, would everything that
ocourred around us have such power over
ua? If we knew, 90 as to realise the faot,
that nothing happens to us without his
permission, that what seems 80 provoking
in those who are about us, would not be
allowed to trouble us unless he willed it so0;
if we saw that words, trials, inconvenience,
and even unkindoess only come to ws ao-
cording to his pleasure, surely then we
would cease to basty —Christian
World.

“You Hollers toe Leud.”

¢ "Taint de true grace honey, ’taint de
sure glory,’ said Aunt Judy to one of her
ocolored wisters. ‘You hollers too lond,
When gits de love in your heart and
de lamb in your bosom, you'll
was in dat stable at Beth’lem, and de
lessed Vi ‘Ehdhuyondnduja‘

talk 80 loud while trying to make him hear
them. The atill run  deepest.
Tumult and babble and excitement are no
certain evidences of the peace that h
koowledge. Ou the top of Mt el
most of the yelling was done Baal’s

hats, while Eljjalf, calm, cool and col-
m. taunted them with the indifference
%dm’r sleepy (}(;d ;ﬂ;lm made
e wmost tumull, t
ht down the fire which consumed ﬂ.
sacrifice. - The Christian worships & God
at hand, and he who walks with God snd
has followship with him is oot dependent
upon noise and racket for divine recognition
or help from above in time of need.—The
Cho iatian,

—If your horses, cattle, sheep, swine or

itry are expecied (0 pay a profit, or ims
::Im:m .:p:;.k vunl oondition de-

sired, feed_them the V. 0. Stock &
Condition Po::n Best in the vwm

od. in another column.

ments,
(3 0
0 our best female

ulstion. Price re-
duced to one dellar, By druggists.

~“Hole on,dar,” said a colored mnan hail-
ing his aocquaintance. “Does yer cross
de street ebery time Ier see me ﬁoinr
from payin’ dat bill? “No, I doesn’.”
“What deu ?”  “Tor keep from bein’ axed
fur it”

~—A minister in & ocountry church in
Scotland, stopped in the course of his ser-
mon to ask & member who was desf, “Are
you hearing, John t”  “Oh, ay,” was the
response.  “I am hearing, but to verrs
liztle purpose.” s

~~Rase Terry Cook has written a novel
entitled “No,” and we mean kindly wnen
;e‘;ny we hope Miss Cook’s No’s may be

—A rude fellow, who was a member of
Con gress, once went up to Horsoe Greel
aod voastfully asserted, “Iam a self-made
man,” Horace an«wered, “I am glad to
hear it, for that relieves God of a graat re
sponsibility.” {

—Johneou: “Do yon kna-'ynun*'.lu-'”
O'Kelly : “Yis, sory I koow him.” John
son : “Can a person believe what he says 1
Pat: “Faith, a0 it’s jist this way—When
be tells ye the truth ye csn belave ivery
word he says, but whin he lies to yez ye
betther have no confidence in him at ll{.”

—“What makes that girl walk so
funoy ?” inquired De Smythe of Browne.
**Is she intoxicated ” “Oh, no; she’s not
wtoxicated,” responded Browne. “It’s
ouly her shoes that are tight.”— New Age.

—It is said that ocigar and oi e
smoking leads to idioc?.. An Am‘o:.i‘un
paper, however, thinks that it is & reversal
of the order—idiocy leads 1o smoking.

How To Savs Moxxv.—Wherever
live, you should writeto Hallett & Co.,
Portland, Maine, and learn about work toat
you can dor'hil. 'vi'n‘ ngonr‘g:n bome
ata t of at least from$s to §26 and u
nmly‘ Some have made over p50 in‘:
day, All is cew, Either sex. All ages.
Hallett & Co., will start you, Ouapital not
uneeded. All particulars free. Send along
your addrees &t once and all of the above
will be proved to you. Nothiog like it ever

. known to workingmen,
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