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Marriage and Divorce

BY JAMES M. STROEDER

2 Toda.y the world is agitated by many grave questions. Social
unrest and ferment have laid their deadly grasp upon all na-
#ions. Troubles from within and from without disturb the
peace of the world. Casting merely a cursory glance on the
world about us, we see many evils that are twisting their death
dealing fangs about our boasted civilization. Among the numer-
eus problems confronting the American public, divorce chal-
lenges our attention. Men have sought reforms in the past. At
the present day the great minds are eagerly seeking to discover
a remedy for this locherous malady which, like no other evil,
saps and undermines our modern, twentieth century civilization.

We shall briefly discuss in this paper the end and aim of
matrimony; its qualities and importance. Matrimony is that
intimate union which unites man and woman in lawful Christian
wedlock. This consequently presupposes the right of cohabita-
sion. For Catholics, however, matrimony is more than a slmple
eontract; it is a divinely instituted sacrament, binding ‘until
death. History, as also the Bible, teaches us that man existed
in this world ever since the earth was habitable. The same
gources also tell us that men united, thus forming the family.
Still later, for mutual protection and safety, men saw fit to form
a still larger unit—the state. Hence govgrament. Man being
a social animal, endowed with free-will and understanding, ever
striving after happiness, experienced pleasure in the company of
others. The family is and has always been the foundation of
all order and institutions, both civil and religious. Upon it de-
pends the magnificent structure of humanity. Without the
family, the world would seon become depopulated. Men would
cease to live. All would fall back into that chaoes from which
@God shaped this delightful planet of ours. Historically and
philosophically considered, the family, the smallest integral
vnit, is the first and original social structure.

The primary function of matrimony is the propagation of
the human race. New individuals are to succeed those who have
gone beyond. Marriage, therefore, is an absolute necessity. Al-
though the majority of men embrace this vocation, still not all
are obliged to marry. Those, however, who marry should recall
the words of ‘St. Paul concerning mat:mony. “A woman,” he
says, “is bound by the law as long as Licr husband liveth; but if
her husband die she is at liberty; let her marry whom she will.”
From this it follows that marriage is a contract made for life—
a union that should be stable, and indissoluble. It is a sad fact
that many people after a few years of married life obtain a
divorce. Do not our courts often-times grant divorce for the
most trivial reasons? Speaking of marriage and divorce, St.
Luke Ch. 16, 18, says: “Everyone that putteth.away his wife,
and marrieth another, committeth adultery; and he that mar-
rieth her that is put away from her husband committeth adul-
tery.” Surely the verdict of such an authority bears some weight
Matrimony being a divinely instituted sacrament cannot be an-
nulled by any power whatsoever. Yet our states and courts do
rot hesitate to set agide God’s holy law and to disolve the mar-
riage contract. It is the great evil of today, more fatal and ‘o<
tructive than the terrible war which devastated blood-stained
Hurope. The Catholic Church, the pillar and ground of all truth
to which God entru’sted the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
which He promised to guide and proteet until the consummation
of time, has never granted during the period of her existence a
single divorce. Since marriage is an intimate union, stable, and
indissoluble, of one with one until death, it follows that those
who have been divorced in a civil court are still husband and
wife, as they were before, and that neither can marsy as long
28 both are living, because they are living in a state of public
sin. 'We must, however, distinguish between a divorce and a
“separation.” For very important reasons, the latter is some-
times allowed, but, nevertheless, the parties concerned remain
husband and wife. Matrimony can only be annulled if it was
invalid. Tertullian, who lived about the second century, writes:
“How can we find words to discribe the happingess of that mar-
ri‘age, which the Church joins together; and the oblation con-
firms; and the blessing seals; the angels report; and the Father
ratifies.”

In order that the marriage contract be valid, both man and
woman must be present and give their express consent, with
free will, before the priest and two witnesses. The civil law
also requires that witnesses be present. Catholics, as a rule,
comply faithfully with the regulations of the Church in this re-
gard, but there are many, and amongst them some who profess
to be Catholics, that are married before a “squire,” judge, or
minister. Thus the state has arrogated to itself a right which
it does not possess. In regard to the civil effects of matrimony,
however, the state has the right to make regulations, especially
such™as pertain to inheritance. In the cgse of unbaptized per-
sons also, the state has the authority to perform the marriage,
because the Church, since they are not bound by her laws, has
no jurisdiction over such persons.

As already stated, the primary tunctlon of matrimony is
the continuance of the human race. The secondary purposes
of marriage are to enable man and wife to enjoy the peace and
pleasures of domestic and family life. Even as the family is the
basis of all human society, so also does the success of the Church
largely depend on the purity and sanctity of the home. But how
is this possible when divoree is so rampant? Think of the many
liroken-up homes. Think of the many orphaned children. Con-
sider likewise the moral evil wrought by this insiduous mons-
ter, divorce. Is it not frequently the case that those who are
divorced did not marry through a spirit of love pure and simple,
for the political, social, or financial position aceruing
to them by such an alliance? Who, as a rule, infest our divorce
cotirts? ¥s it not the well-to-do and those of position and social
standing? Love, pure and undefiled, is made the slave of money.

)ld the other side of the picture. What do you find? Are
who are actuated by pure love and the proper
examples of happiness and contentment?
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Pianos, Phonographs, Accordions, Harmonicas,
Violins and other Musical Instruments  §

We are now prepared to fill all your wants in these lines. $
For QUALITY CORRECTNESS and PRICE our instruments
cannot be excelled by any firm in Canada. With every Piano
or Phonograph we give A LASTING GUARANTEE, none that is
to be good only until the Instrument is once used, but we
together with the manufacturers stay by our guarantee for
years after. Another point you must bear in mind: you will
not have to wait for months in case you need ANY REPAIRS,
as you will have to with most other machines. We have
ALL REPAIRS CONSTANTLY ON HAND.

2000 RECORDS to select from. Prices from 20 cts, up

Send for our Catalogues. We will gladly mail it to you,
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We have a large stock of Silverware, Cut Glas, Clocks,
Stationary, Religious Books and Pictures, Statues, etc.

M. 1. MEYERS Jeweller and Optician HUMBOLDT ¢
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CALL IN TO MY SHOWROOM

and look over the New

BRISCOE SPECIAL

S A AR AT s S AL R0 TSR

the Car with the Half Million Dollar Motor.
The Price is within reach of everybody
wanting an up-to-date Car,

GIVE YOU A DEMONSTRATION ANY TIME

I WILL

Let me know your refuirements

and 1 can supply your wants in anything for the Farm.
FARMERS! 1have a Portable Granary on exhibit
at my ware house in Humboldt. Double ply lumber and

metal roof. Get my price before buying elsewhere,

LELACHEUR & GREIG

RTINS O e 0 1.
THE HUVMIBOLDT MACHINE MEN
I Main Street HUMBOLDT, SASK.
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W. 5. Barvgarvten
| Apotheler und Drogift I Bruno, Sask.
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&5 You are safe inat ‘old way, if you bring your pres- §
4 cription to us: 1) We use for the preseription exactly what
¥ the doctor prescribed, every article being of standard strength,
fresh and pure; 2) We examine and reexamine the preserip-
£ tion, wherehy every error as to drug or quantity is excluded;
i 3) We are satisfied with a reasonable profit and charge the
@ lowest prices for the best quality. These are three reasons
a why vou should buy from us.
: G. R. WATSON, HUMBOLDT, SASHK.
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Land and Farms!

1 have a number of Farms and Wild
Lands for sale at low prices. Some will
be sold on Crop Payment.

For further particulars apply in person
or by letter to

Henry Bruning,

MUENSTER, SASK.




