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Marriage and Divorce
BT JAMES M. STROEDER see me. I can seil you land 

at all prices and on the terms 
you want.Today the world is agitated by many grave questions. Social 

unreal and fennent have laid thelr deadly graap upon all na- 
tions. Troubles front withln and from without dlsturb the 
peace of the world. Casting merely a curaory glance on the 
world about us, we see many evlls that are twisting their death 
dealtng fangs about our boasted civilization. Among the numer- 
eua problems confrontlng the American public, divorce chal- 
lenges our attention. Men have sought reforms in the past. At 
the present day the great ntinds are eagerly seeking to dIscover 
a remedy for this locherous malady which, llke no other evil, 
saps and undermines our modern, twentieth Century civilization.

We shall briefly discuss in this paper the end and aim of 
matrimony; its qualities and importance. Matrimony is that 
intimate Union which unites man and woman in lawful Christian 
wedlock. This consequently presupposes the right of cohabita- 
tion. For Catholles, however, matrimony is more than a simple 
eontract; it is a divinely instituted sacrament, binding 'until 
death. History, as also the Bible, tegches us that man existed 
in this world ever since the earth was habitable. The same 
sources also teil us that men United, thus forming the family. 
Still later, for mutual protection and safety, men saw fit to form 
a still larger unit—the state. Hence gov^rjnment. Man being 
n social animal, endowed with free-will and understanding, ever 
striving after happiness, experienced pleasure in the Company of 
others. The family is and has always been the foundation of 
all order and institutions, both civil and religloüs. Upon it de- 
pends the magnificent structure of humanity. Without the 
family, the world would seon become depopulated. Men would 
cease to live. All would fall back into that chaos from which 
God shaped this delightful planet of ours. Historically and 
philosophically considered, the family, the smallest integral 
unit, is the first and original social structure.

The primary function of matrimony is the propagation of 
the human race. New individuale are to succeed those who have 
gone beyond. Marriage, therefore, is an absolute necessity. Al- 
though the majority of men embrace this vocation, still not all 
are obliged to marry. Those, however, who marry should recall 
the words of St. Paul concerning matrimony. “A woman,” he 
says, “is bound by the law as long as hör husband liveth; but if 
her husband die she is at liberty; let her marry whomshewill.” 
From this it follows that marriage is a coatract made for life— 
a Union that should be stable, and indissoiuble. It is a sad fact 
that many people after a few years of married life obtain a 
divorce. Do not our courts often-times graftt divorce for the 
most trivial reasons? Speaking of marriage and divorce, St. 
Luke Ch. 16, 18, says: “Everyone that putteth.away his wife, 
and marrieth another, committeth adultery; and he that mar- 
rieth her that is put away from her husband committeth adul­
tery.” Surely the verdict of such an authority bears some weight 
Matrimony being a divinely instituted sacrament cannot be an- 
nulled by any power whatsoever. Yet our States and courts do 
not hesitate to set aside God’s holy law and to disolve the mar­
riage contract. It is the great evil of today, more fatal and de« 
tructive than the terrible war which devastated blood-stained 
Europe. The Catholic Church, the pillar and ground of all truth, 
to which God entrusted the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
which He promised to guide and proteet until the consummatton 
of time, has never granted during the period of her existence a 
single divorce. Since marriage is an intimate Union, stable, and 
indissoluble, of one with one until death, it follows that those 
who have been divorced in a civil court are still husband and 
wife, as they were before, and that neither can marry as long 
as both are living, because they are livlng in a state of public 
sin. We must, however, distinguish between a divorce and a 
“Separation.” For very important reasons, the latter is some- 
times allowed, but, nevertheless, the parties concerned remain 
husband and wife, Matrimony can only be annulled if it was 
invalid. Tertulllan, who lived about the second Century, writes: 
“How can we find words to discribe the happingss of that mar­
riage, which the Church joins together; and the ohlation con- 
firms; and the Messing seals; the angels report; and the Father 
ratifles.”
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or Phonograph we give a Lasting guarantee, none that is 
to be good only until the Instrument is oncc used, but we 
together with the manufacturers stay by our guarantee for 
years after. Another point you must bear in mind: you will 
not have to wait for months in case you need any reoaiks, 
as you will have to with most other machines. We have 
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the Car with the Half Million Dollar Motor.
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wanting an up-to-date Car.
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but kniv®s should be eaten alone.
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IIIn Order that the marriage contract be valid, .both man and 

woman must be present and give their express consent, with 
free will, before the priest and two witnesses. The civil law 
also requires that witnesses be present. Catholics, as a rule, 
eomply faithfully with the regulations of the Church In this re- 
gard, but there are many, and amongst them some who profess 
to be Catholics, that are married before a “squire,” judge, or 
minister. Thus the state has arrogated to itself a right which 
it does not possess. In regard to the civil effects of matrimony, 
however, the state has the right to make regulations, especially 
such as pertain to inheritance. In the cqse of unbaptized per- 
Bons also, the state has the authority to perform the marriage, 
because the Church, since they are not bound by her laws, has 
no Jurisdiction over such persons.

As already stated, the prtmary function of matrimony is 
the continuance of the human race. The secondary purposes 
of marriage are to enable man and wife to enjoy the peace and 
pleasures of domestic and family life. Even as the family is the 
hasis of all human society, so also does the success of the Church 
largely depend on the purity and sanctity of the home. But how 
is this posslble when divorce is so rampant? Thlnk of the many 
Lroken-up homes. Think of the many orphaned children. Con- 
sider likewise the moral evil wrought by this insiduous mons- 
ter, divorce. Is it not frequently the case that those who are 
divorced did not marry through a spirit of love pure and simple, 
but rather for the pollttcal, social, or financial Position accrulng 
to tbem by such an alliance? Who, as a rule, Infest our divorce 
courts? Is it not the well-to-do and those of posltton and social 
Standing? Love, pure and undeflled, is made the Slave of money. 
Rehold tbe other side of the pleture. What do you find? Are 
not the poor, who are actuated by pure love and the proper 
motives. beautifui examnles of happiness and contentment? 
Are they not more happy than the jvealthy and dlvdrced, al- 
though poor in earth ly possessions? True happiness can exist 
between husband and wife only where love pure and simple, un- 
falnted by gold ia found.
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There was a man in a little town, 
And he was wondroua wise;

He swore (it was his policy)
He would not advertise.

But one sad day he advertised,
And thereby hangs the tale, 

The ad. was set in quite small type 
And headed, “Shcriff’s Sale.”

tiloftertiidje au» beetbigt. Songe 
iötpdje gingen vom ftlofter 4 ftufjc 
werte nad) tercet um ha» 
Vumbet ber alten 6ifenbaf)nbtücte 
ijierljcr 3U bejurbern. Tie Serien 
(iafpar Bager unb (Sari ®una» 
nbetnat)ineii bie üeitung Bon <roci 
.«lofterfuljmjerten, unb ,£ierr te. 2. 

I Waget Ejatte fein eigene», 
j bet ein neuer tänfiebler, 3ot;n 
I ©teinbad), fid) bei Dlünfler me 
bergeiaffen.

You are nafe in a threefold way, if you bring your pres- 
cription to us: 1) We use for the prescription exactly what 
thedoetor prescribed, every arlicle lieiiu-, of «taiidard strength, 
fresh and pure; 2) We examine and n ,-xarnine the prescrip- 
tion, whereby every error as to einig or quantity is exeluded; 
3) We are satrsfied with a reasonable profil, and Charge the 
lowest prioes for the best <|uality. Tiiese are three rcasona 
why you should buy from us.

G. R. WATSON, HUMBOLDT, SASK.
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