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world at large, digse

Crusades, transferre

Persecution and digg

“Reformation” ights, who, having embraced the Pro-
testant faith, merged into the ranks of civil life. Our Templar
system is based on the same principles and usages, and we profess
to follow their teachings, having no reference to the obsole

Grade Templar Degree” of the

Ppractised throughout Europe in th,

the various theories of g direct s 1l as the
fabulous French “L’Ordre du Temple,” which had a few followers
at the commencement of the present century.,

(8.) The “Strict Observance,” meaning implicit obedience, was firgt
Instituted and grafted on Freemasonry in Germany, by Baron Von
Hund, in 1754, who had been admitted in France'some ten years be.
fore into the Order of “Knights Templar.” Supposed to have been
preserved in Scotland, based upon the fiction that at the destruction
of the Order certain igh and preserved the

masonry,”
received.

In July, 1782, Prince Ferdinund, Duke of Brunswick, Grand
Master of the Rite, held a Congress at Wilhelmsbad. in Hegge Casel,
by a great representative assembly of Masonjo delegates throughout
the world. of the conference Wwas a complete revolution
of the “Hi, i it was resolved and
declar 18 of the Templars,
although connected with them, Rituals were to be amended,
and the Lodges not to be obliged to work the High degrees againgt
their own Wishes-Lreference to the Templars was to pe a merely
historical instruction,

This convocation opened the mogdern period of Freems, onry in
Europe, and the adoption of “Bilgcr: Masonry,” (or Masonic Tem.
plary,) so named, it ig said, from the modern Order adopting s, black
dress as a symbol of mourning for the martyrdom of the lggt chival.
ric Grand Master,of the ancient order, “Jacques de Molai,”

I am of opinion it arose on the dissolution of the Order, from the
dispersed and Persecuted Templarg joining the Order of 8. John of
Jerusalem (or Malta,) whose habit is black.

After the conference ag "Wilhelmsbnd,” the Rite of ““Btrict Ob- |
servance” gradually declined, and ultimately died ong altogether,
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