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the same order;" Unlike the American.... A V» tem in origin, in religions,
pre-reqnnitee, in ooatnme, nomenolature and identity." Snoh beine 
the case it ie almost impossible to amalgamate the twe systems, or 
even adopt a partial imitation, without deatroying the distinotive 
orgamzation oi hoth. Onr neighbonring Brethren induige in more 
ontward duplay and pageantry than ever ™ popalar with ns, and 
whatwith themi, looked upon asaleading featare and matter of 
oonrse in their institutions, wonld in the British Dominions, from the 
social system differmg so widely, draw iorth the ridicale of the 
at large. public

There can be no

manner to represent the military character of the old Templar Order 
deoide upon such acourse, they are, of course, at liberty to do so.

Some enthusiastic Templar,, who must fancy themselves at least 
Jacques de Molais," say, that as ■' Soldiers of the Cross," our duty 

is as muoh in the battle-field as the sanctuary. The question is 
what battle-field ? The days when the Order and that of St. John of 
Jerusalem were called upon to fight against the Infidel hördes haa 
passed away forever. *
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Our Templar)- is not a mihtary body in the literal 
the term; it merely borrows tlje aoceptation of
n A „ . ,rom the Ancient Chivalric
Order of the Grusades, whose prinoiples and rules wc should endeavor 
to imitate,* engaging in a spiritual warfare for the proteetion and pro- 
pagation of the dootrines of the Christian religion, which it i, not 
reasonableto suppose could be accomplished if we reverted toits 
onginal mihtary character. As a purely Christian Sooiety, attached 
to Freemasonry, military evolutions and public shows to represent 
the Ancient Order, seem to me quite out of plaoe, of no benefit, and 
questionable both in policy and utility.
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/l am sure our Great Sub-Prior, the Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada, will agree with me that suoh praotices. and large 
pubhc gathenngs of Masons, latterly so much in vogue, are not sul 
abie, aocording to our ideas, for the ^asonic Body of Canada in any
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