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the same order ;" Unlike the American system in origin, in religions.
pre-requisites, in costume, lature and . identity.” Such being
the case, it is almost impossibl to amalg te the two systems, or
even adopt & partial imitation, without destroying the distinctive
organization of both. Our neighb ing Breth indulge in moge
outward display and pageantry than ever was popular with us, and
what with them is looked upon as a leading feature and matter of
oourse in their institutions, would in the British Dominions, from the
social system differing so widely, draw forth the ridicule of the public

at large.

There can be no possible objection to any Bociety amusing them-
selves, if it suits their fancy, by adopting a military uniform and
ystem of drill; therefore, if P ptories who may wish in thig.
manner to represent the military character of the old Templar Order,
decide upon such a Qoourse, they are, of course, at h:berby to do so.

Some enthusiastic Templars, who must fancy themselves: at least
“Jacques de Molais,” say, that as ** Soldiers of the Cross,” our duty
is as much in the battle-fild as the taary. The questi is,
what battle-field? The days when the Order and that of 8t. John of
Jerusalem were called upon to fight against the Infidel hordes, has
passed away forever.

Our Templary is not a military body in the literal acceptation of
the term; it merely borrows the name from the Ancient Chivalrio
Order of the Crusades, whose principles and rules we should endeavor
to imitate,* engaging in a spiritual warfare for the Pprotection and pro-
pagation of the dootrines of the Christian religion, which it is not
reasonable to suppose could be accomplished if we reverted to its
original military character, As a purely Christian Soci ty, attached
to Freemasonry, military evolutions and public shows to represent
the Ancient Order, seem to me quite out of place, of no benefit, and
questionable both in policy and utility.

Iam sure our Great Sub-Prior, the Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Canada, will agree with me that such practices, and large
public gatherings of Masons, latterly so much in vogue, are not suit-
able, according to our ideas, for the %isonio Body of Canada in any

*A recent writer thus alludes to the\nclent r:ful&tlons of ihe Old
T

Templar Order : ** Whether within the walls of ‘thelr Preceptories, or i,
their journeys, or en; d in war, the Rules for the observance of the
Fraternity were excellent. The plars were to be e nmgleu of wisdom,
and to be fruitful { 8guod and work. Trut honor,

fear, charity, sobri y and hnutlty-—t.qese were to be the xu‘fdln;
principles of' their lives and actions.” \




