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-penses to and trom Ottawa (including ! seemed to provide for double taxation, j be impossible almost to ascertain what I quantity and locality of the land cov- 
railway and steamboat fares, berths, i The Attorney-General thought it was ( proportion of a bank’s business could be ered by such licenses, 
parlor car, etc.), $719.75; travelling ex- 1 not open to that construction, 
penses as President of Council from

he was called a middleman or a specula­
tor it was a fact that the prospector was 
essential to the welfare of British Colum­
bia. He behefitted by his work everyone 
except perhaps the fisherman on the 
Fraser, who, he said, in furn was worth 
little to anyone but himself.

The Premier contended that the coun-

LICENSE AUTHORISING AN EXTRA 
PROVINCIAL COMPANY TO CARRY 

ON BUSINESS. mconstrued*, as personal property.
In compliance with the wish of H. Tan- I Theap sections were passed over in the 

Vancouver to Victoria and return (11 ner, a pre-emptor’s land was relieved of meantime.
taxation for two years.

Lower Mainland Ronds. !
IvTO John Oliver moved: “That an order of 

the House be granted for a return show­
ing all moneys expended, and to whom 
paid, in connection with the Westmin- 
ster-Ladmer wagon road from the first 
day of June last up to the present 
time. Also, for copies of all correspon­
dence between the government and any 
other person or persons or bodies cor­
porate in respect of right of way and in 
respect of contributions for the con­
struction of the said road.”

In doing so Mr. Oliver said that he 
was actuated, in this owing to the fact 
that he understood that it had cost 
more than it should have dene. The 
New Westminster council and- beard of 
trade had voted money for it upon the 
understanding that the government 
would complete the work. This had 
not been done.

The Premier said he was perfectly 
willing to submit* the information. The 

•government, he said, had carried out’ the 
expenditure upon economical grounds. It 
was looked upon as a very essential road, 
especially as soon as the bridge 
pleted. The position in which the road 
was left was due to the financial position 
of the country. The work had been done 
under good management. He had al­
ways favored the trunk road connecting 
the Lower Fraser with Vancouver and 
Westminster.

Mr. Oliver took occasion to state that 
he had made no reference to the work 
being carried out hi anything but an effi- 
cient manner by the person in charge of 
ttie work.

The motion carried.
Mr. Oliver moved: “That an order of 

the House be granted for copies of all 
correspondence between the government, 
or any member thereof, and any other 
person or persons, re the construction of 
a waggon road from south end of the 
New Westminster bridge and the east­
ing system of waggon roads.”

Mr. Oliver explained that about half 
a mile of road connected the

“COMPANIES ACT, 1807.”
! Mr. Drury wanted to know7 whart was 

“Hon. R. F. Green: Travelling ex- ; Municipal property was also exempted the .intention of the government in tax- 
penses to and from Ottawa (including j whether within, the municipality or not. ing insurance companies, corporations 
railway and steamboat fares, parlor car, | The Finance Minister also introduced and associations. He wanted to know 
berths, etc.), $669.75; travelling ex- ! clauses which exempted the unpaid ac- what would be done in the case of or- 
penses to and from East . and West counts of a merchant up to a certain : ganizations like the I.O.F. He also 
Kootenay, $140; hack hire (sundry ! proportion relative to the stock in trade; wanted to know under loan companies 
times), $2.50; total, $812.25.” ! also exempting timber under lease or , where certain organizations like the B.

J. N. Evans asked the Provincial Sec- license under certain circumstances. • C. Permanent Loan & Investment Com- 
retary the following question: Is it the ' Proceeding to read these additional j pany* which carried on a banking busi- 
intention of the government to provide in ' sections, IV. W. B. Mclnnes expressed j ness, would be classified, 
the estimates this session for a school ' opinion that these should be printed, j These were left over, the government 
house at Crofton? | notice being given in the usual way. It promising an answer later.

Hon. Mr. McBride replied as follows: , was perfectly impossible to understand Upon the questiofi of taxes on cattle 
“Provision will probably be made for 1 these unless this
the erection of a school house at Crof- I pressed for this and the Finance Minis- 
ton in the estimates of 1904-1905.” ter had to give way.

Mr. Mclnnes asked the Premier the ! In moving that “All permanent îm- 
following questions: 1. Have anyappli- | provements up to the value of twenty- 
cations been made for crown grants un- ^ve hundred dollars ($2,t>00) made on 
der the “Vancouver Island Settlers* ■ ^and used for agricultural purposes 
Rights Act, 1903?” 2. If so, how7 many? | should be exempt, Mr. Mclnnes eon- 
3. Have any crown grants been issued tend<^ that everything should be done to 
under the said act? 4. If so, to whom? ! assist the 1)0110 fid* farmer, who went 
5. If not, why not? I on his land and by increasing its value

Hon. Mr. McBride replied as follows: 1 nlade a Permanent asset for the prov- 
“1. Yes. 2. 19. 3. No. 4. Answered 1 iuce- The mmmg man the timber
by the answer to No. 3. 5. The matter I cruiser and others did not do this in tne 
is now receiving the attention of the de- , same way- thought the government
partment.” should give every aid to occupiers of

J. X. Evans moved “That an order of ,a™ lands-. .. .
House bo granted for a return show- The Munster of Finance thought the 

ing what lands in Cowichan district ! government lmd given aid enough in this 
were assessed as wild land for the years j mattpr- The>' „ had exempted personal 
1902 and 1003, by whom such taxes were I,ro',ert-v" UP t0 &00’ a6d then exempted 
paid and the amonnts so paid.” I Pre-emptions for two years. He thought

The motion carried. this waS sufficient. ‘
Dr. King moved “That an order of the i Mr- °'iver contended thtre was noth- 

House be granted for a return of copies j ln? 111 the argument of the Minister of 
of instructions given to Bulloek-Webster j ,
re investigation of -East Kootenay hotel Mr" T3nne^ held that the mainstay”f 
license.* Also copies of ail correspond- I every '™an,'7 we/e the farmars- He 
ence in respect to this matter. Also contended that farmers should be re­
copies of Mr. Webster’s report ” • Ueved as far as possible from taxation.

The resolution was passed. He instanced cases of men coming in
. and by their exertions raising their prop-

Third Reading. erty to an assessed value of $70 an acre,
The Loan Bill passed its third reading. 1 while wild lands held alongside of them 
The bill to amend the Revenue Tax : were only assessed, at about $12 an acre.

Act. doing away with the right of the The Attorney-General said the argu- 
Lieut.-Goveruor-in-Council to increase ment in favor of exempting farmers 
the tax to $5, passed its third reading. from taxation was going too far. He

feared that it was reaching a stage 
where farmers would be exempt.

Mr. Oliver contended that'in many sec­
tions trails and bridges had been put in 
in order to induce settlers to go in and 
take up bush lands. The taxation which 
resulted as soon as the land was im­
proved had had a deterring effect upon 
the settlement of these lands. He thought 
the opposition would accept, if not ex­
emption up to $2,500, then $2,000 or 
$1,500.

F. Carter-Cotton wanted the clause 
laid over until they ascertained just what 
loss would accrue from this change. It 
would he unwise to vote on this resolu­
tion at the present time.

B?fore passing from_ the section the 
Attorney-General proposed the exemp­
tion of 20 acres of lands in connection 
with agricultural and horticultural so­
cieties when used exclusively for that 
purpose.

Mr. Oliver called attention to the fact 
that the Delta association had 25Xacree 
of land in connection with their grounds.

The Attorney-General asked : “For rac­
ing purposes?”

“Yes,” replied Mr. Oliver, “for racing 
and for the*"other purposes of the agri­
cultural society.”

The Attorney-General objected to ex­
empting land for racing purposes, nqt 
because he disapproved of sport, but be­
cause he thought it was hardly to be con­
strued as strictly for agricultural society 
work.

The section was allowed to stand over,
John Houston objecting tq race courses 
being excluded, because be believed that 
in spite of the opposition of some to 
races he believed it would be enjoyed by 
more full blooded men in British Co- 
l imbia than anything else in an agricul­
tural show.

In' the section dealing with the rate 
of taxation, the Finance Minister am­
ended the section under wild land by 
raising the tax from 3 per cent, te 5 
per cent.

Assessment Act. Under the personal property tax Price
„ .. ^ Ellison objected to the 1 per cent, thusThe House then went mto committee impoged. TUe tnrmers were taxed suffl_

on the new assessment act. ciently at the present time. If the
Henry Tanner pointed out in eonnee- farmeTS ubderetood ,,;early that the rate 

tmn With the section dealing with the was ^ increa3ed the dty would be 
taxation of pre-emptions that pre-emp- fu„ of them registering their protest as 
tors should be exempt from taxation for. iDdustrieg did. ^ doubling of
two years. The conditions should be tUe tax was more tbpn the farmers could 
made as easy as passible for settlers up- w This tHX vo£d res„it in muniti­
on agr,cultural-lands. ■ being £ormed so that the tax

It was agreed that this should be con- would be taken away from the govern- 
sidered later on. ment and handled by themselves.

Again under exemption, Mr., Tanner „ E. L. Drury thought if it had the ef- 
objeeted to one acre alone being ex- feet of forcing the formation of muniel- 
empted in connection with agricultural polities it would be a good thing to in- 
societies. One acre was useless to such crease this tax for that reason alone, 
an organization. The association got j He did not wish to see farmers pressed 
aid from the government and it was like more severely than they could bear, but 
giving with one hand and taking away if others were to bear greater taxation 
with the other. so should farmers.

The Attorney-General was agreeable T. W. Paterson pointed ont that the 
to agricultural societies being exempt for tax meant a fifty per cent, increase, 
larger I areas than one acre, and the The Finance Minister contended that 
clause Was allowed to stand over. it was necessary to increase the revenue.

On the section of the act exempting The farmers under the new tax were 
personal property up to $1,000, the Fi- but bearing their share in the general 
nance. Minister introduced an amend- increase.
ment to alter it by exempting all under On the taxtntion of banks, J. A. Mac- 
$500 instead. He did so because under donald wished to know whether a greet- 
the first proposal many would be ex- or revenue would be derived from the 
erupted whom it was not thought wise taxation on the personal property or the 
to deal thus with. It would also exempt incomes of the banks. It was quite 
Chinese merchants whom it was not the right not to tax them on both, 
intention to allow off. Getting no satisfactory answer, Mr.

The amendment carried. Macdonald asked if the Minister of Fi-
W. G. Cameron wanted to know if nance could say how much they intend- 

land owned by a municipality outside of ed to get from the tax on the income 
the municipality should be taxed. Un- of banks.
der the clause exempting “Land within The Minister of Finance said that he 
the limits of any municipality,” he could not say how much. He could not 
thought this would require clearing up. even assure the leader of the opposition 
He contended that a city might acquire that ire could answer this the following 
waterworks or hospital property, though morning.
this might be outside that city. This Mr. Macdonald said he understood that 
should, he thought, be exempt from taxa-- the government had figured out the in- 
ti0n. crease of revenue which this increased

,T. A. Macdonald thought it easy to taxation would give. The minister had 
amend the section in the line contended said it was calculated that $250,000 
for. Municipalities could only acquire more would be derived. He thought that 
property for certain well defined pur- the minister would have calculated it 
poses, and therefore it might well be free under the various heads. The minister 
of duty. now proposed to take off a part of this

It was agreed to consider this later. taxation. He thought they should know 
Upon the clause specifying that “min- just what effect this would have on the 

erfll anil coal I.-inds upon the output of general revenue. It was proposed to 
which a royalty is reserved in favor' of cut of the personal property tax and as- 
the crown to the extent of such royalty sess only income. It was important to 
bnt no more,” Stuart Henderson wanted know what the change in revenue would 
to know what it meant.

J. A. Macdonald held that this clause

trips), $141; total, $800.75.v
Canada:

Province of British Columbia. 
No-try wherever coal was supposed' to be 

was blanketed by seekers after coal. He 
would net have been surprised under tne 
present financial conditions to have had' 
this license fixed at $250.

J. A. Macdonald called attention to 
the fact that though the member for Na­
naimo came from a coal mining district, 
but yet* not one where coal prospecting 
licenses were taken out, he was not ne­
cessarily in a position to give the mem­
ber for Greenwood information on tins 
latter subject. Because the country was 
blanketed for miles around where coal 
and oil was located did no; prove v.-hat 
was wished to be proved by the Premier. 
The act was not proposed by the govern­
ment to be amended in a proper direction. 
He had the other day pointed out how 
this blanketing by other t*hnn actual pro­
spectors might have been overcome, but 
no advantage lmd been taken of the ad- 

was com- vice. He point-3d out the inconsistency 
of charging $100 from 
and a smaller sum being

% This is to certify that “The Princess 
Royal Gold Mines, Limited,” is authorised 
anu licensed to carry on bus.ness wituin 
tne Province of British Columbia.

The üead office of the Company is situate 
at Lotnesay, in the county ui lxin^'s, New 
Brunswick.

Tne amount of the capital of the Company 
is one million two hunured and fifty tuous- 
auu dollars, divided into one million two 
hundred and fifty thousand shares of 
dollar eacn.

The head office of the Company in this 
Province is Situate at \ ictonu, i>. C., and 
David MavEweu Eberts, whose address is 
Victoria, b. c., is the attorney of the 
Company.

Given under my hand and seal of office 
at Victoria, Province of British Columbia, 
this -4th uay of November, one thousand 
nine hundred and thre1L.S.)

IHOUSE CONSIDERED
THE ASSESSMENT BILLVf:

!fange Government Gave Evidence of a Lament­
able Lack of Knowledge Regard­

ing Its Working.

I!
-was done. Others and sheep pastured on*crown lands, Mr. 

Oliver contended that it worked unfair­
ly. He showed that fhany would • s-# 
cape, inasmuch as the cattle would be 
on the land only about six months, and 
that the assessor would not get an op­
portunity to make the assessment. This 
was not a personal property tax. He 
showed how ranchers bringing their 
cattle in from Alberta in the spring of 
the year paid only 25 cents. These 
cattle were marketed in competition 
with cattle raised in the province upon 
which 1 per cent, personal tax had been 
paid for three years. He thought the 
tax should be increased.

loil a pot of tea quickly.
i ask them to have a cup of 
Special damper arrange- 

luick fire at all times—no 
| a sense of pride from its

?

Victoria, Dec. 7th.
The House to-day held its first even­

ing sitting for the session. The imme­
diate cause of it was the consideration 
in committee o£ the new Assessment 
Act.

Prayers were read by Rev. W. L.

S.Y.
lteglstrar of Joiut Stock Companies. 

The objects /<•»• tnt Vu:.)6V.) lu§
been established ami so 

la purchase, acquire, holu, use, occupy 
and possess mines, mining areas, mming 
licenses and leases, lauds, tenements and 
hereditaments, and any interest or iiiver- 
vsts therein, and the acquisition and ucvel- 
opment, work, purcuase and sale ui m.uing 
lands and premises and mining leases, li­
censes, rights and privileges, and generally 
to carry on the business of mining, with 
all the powers necessary or ineiUeUu tli

WOOTTÜN,b— has a beauty, grace and
tC5.

[portant features, such as 
Id warming closet, triple 
Ion which forces the heat 
pry pot hole—is a perfect

.iceiioed are:

!

the prospector 
taken from t’he 

person or the company to whom he trans­
ferred his rights for holding the land.

A division being taken the amendment 
was lost by 20 to 15. The Labor mem­
ber, Mr. Davidson, voted ngiiinst the 
amendment, though supporting it yester­
day. J. Houston voted for the motion. 
The division was as follows:

For the amendment—Messrs. Mc- 
< Inines. Drury, Brown, McNiven, Evans, 
| Tanner, Oliver, J. A. Macdonald, Hen­

derson, Mun.ro, Paterson. Wells, Hall, 
Cameron and Houston—15.

Against—-Messrs. Davidson, Hnw- 
thomthwait.e, Williams, Tatlow. Mc­
Bride, Wilson, Cot’ton, Eülison, Clifford, 
Fraser. Ross, A. McDonald. Green, Ful­
ton, Garden, Taylor, Wright, Gifford-, 
Shatford and Grant—20.

The bill was reported.

pe to any address. > Xh. Clay.
v* The following petitions were received: 

From the city of Vancouver, for a pri­
vate bill to amend their corporate act. 
No. 2. From G. W. Hobson and oth­
ers, for a private bill to incorporate the 
Vancouver Insurance Company. No. 4.

By AV. J. Bowser, from the city of 
Vancouver, for a private bill for enlarged 
corporate powers for the purchase or ex­
propriation of lands in False creek.

From T. Gifford, from J. Warren Bell 
and many others, holders of special li­
censes to cut timber, asking amendment 
to Land Act, re such licensee.

The following bills were introduced, 
read a first time, and ordered to be read 
a second time to-morrowf

By G. A. Eraser, bill (No. 14) intituled 
“An Act to amend the Pharmacy Act.”

By W. G. Cameron, bill (No. 15) in­
tituled “An Act to amend the Municipal 
Clauses Act.”

The Pharmacy Act, introduced by Mr. 
Fraser, aims at placing the sale of drugs 
in unincorporated towns and villages on 
the same condition as that now in force 
in cities. It does aw’ay with otfièr than 
graduates of the college of pharmacy 
having the right to sell drugs anywhere 
in the province.

!

9 The government agreed to this, and 
the tax was increased to 75 cents a heat! 
on cattle instead of 25 cents, and 20 
cents on sheep instead of 5 c-cnts.

committee tosê and reportedrcouver, St. John, N.B

■
to:

To mine, quarry, work, mill and preoare 
for sale by any process, euud tu sell 'and 
deal m gold, silver, copper and other min­
erals, ana generally tv carry on the trades 
of mining and m.ue owners;

To construct, purchase, alter and main­
tain and to contribute to the purcuase, 
construction, alteration or maintenance of 
any building, tramway, wire rope tramway, 
canal, wharf, dam, bridge, pier, road or 
other work calculated to afford any facility 
in carrying on or extending the bus.ness 
of the Company, and to operate such tram­
way, wire rope tramway and other works 
by steam, electricity 
power:

To purchase, hire, construct or manufac­
ture for use in connection with the bus.ness 
of the Company, any snips, barges, rolling 
stock, macumery or plant:

To acquire, purchase, use, hold, sell, 
transfer and dispose of any rights under 
letters patent, franchises, trade marks and 
other rights and rights in lauds, tenements 
and hereditaments in connection with the 
business of the proposed company:

And for the purposes aforesaid to acquire 
the good will of auy business as within the 
objects of the Company, and auy lands, 
tenements and hereditaments, privileges, 
contracts, rights and powers appertaining 
to the same and in connection with 
such purchase or acquis.tlon to 
the liabilities of any Company, association, 
partnership or person:

To sell and dispose of auy part of the 
property or undertaking of the proposed 
Company to auy other company or person:

To acquire by original subscription or 
otherwise, and to purchase, hold, sell, 
transfer <>r otherwise dispose of the shares, 
stocks, debentures, boude and other obliga­
tions of any other company carrying on or 
authorised to carry ou any business or 
undertaking within the power of the pro­
posed Company.

To construct, purchase and maintain any 
plant, building, works, factories, mills and 
other undertakings for the purposes of the 
Company or connected therewith, or neces­
sary or expedient for any of the purposes 
of the Company or incidental thereto:

To purchase, acquire, hold, use, sell, 
transfer and dispose of personal property 
ot all kinds, machinery, patents and trade 
marks, timber and lumber rights, ores, 
metals, minerals and mineral rights ftnd 

ments of every description, and all 
rights of way and of common carriage in 
connection with the business of the Com­
pany, and to lease, mortgage, sell, transfer 
and dispose of and otherwise‘deal with all 
or any of the property, real or personal, 
powers, privileges and franchises of the 
Company, and to accept as a consideration 
therefor any shares, stocks, debentures or 
securities of any other company, and gen. 
erally to do all things necessary or expedi­
ent for carrying out the objects of the said 
Company hereinbefore mentioned, or any 
of them, or incidental thereto:

To operate any of the works of the Com­
pany bv water, steam, electricity, com­
pressed nlr or any other agency as a motive 
power or otherwise:

To construct and maintain a telephone cr 
telegraph line and lines for distribution ef 
electric current, and also water mains, 
where necessary, convenient or des.rable, 
for the business of the Company:

To generate, use, buy, sell, accumulate, 
store, transmit* furnish and distribute 
electric current for light, heat or power, 
and to manufacture, buy, soil, operate, 
lease and let electric light fixtures, sup­
plies and appurtenances used In connection 
therewith:

To carry on business as general merchants 
and traders:

To apply from time to time any part of 
the funds, stock, bonds, debentures and 
other obligations of the Company, for any 
purpose of the Company.

The
progress.

The House rose at 6 to meet again at 
8:30. -

AGENTS. EVENING SITTING.
At the evening sitting the Assessment 

bill was again considered in committee.
Coming to the question of the mineral 

taxation, the leader of the opposition 
asked what was the intetition of the 
government with respect to this.

The Minister of Finance said that he 
was not in a position yet to say what 
the propesd change would be.

Mr. Macdonald asked if his proposed 
amendment mould, meet with the approv­
al of the government.

The Premier said that the govern­
ment had now in. preparation a scheme 
intended, to take the place of the 2 per 
cent. tax. Before recess he hoped to 
have it ready. They were seeking to get 
a tax which would bring in considerable 
revenue and yet would not press severe­
ly upon mining.

It was therefore decided to pass over 
in the meantime the sections relating to 
the 2 per cent, mineral tax.

The sections relating to the taxation of 
crowrn granted mineral claims were ap­
proved of, being practically the same as 
in the present act.

Coming to the sections dealing with 
tenants being liable for taxes, T. W. 
Paterson took exception to a tenant be­
ing held liable for it.

Mr. Bowser held that it would also be 
a grievance to hold a tenant responsible.

The Attorney-General thought it was 
all right to hold the tenant responsible. 
It would lead to each tenant satisfying 
himself that there was no arreara of 
taxes on a house before he took it.

Mr. Bowser held that their should be 
no difference between the city leaseholder 
and the one in the city.

The Attorney-General ,said there was 
no hardship likely to work, 
copied word-for word from the Domin­
ion Act.

Mr. Paterson conld not see why a law 
should be left on the statute books 
which every one admitted was wrong in 
principle.

Mr. Macdonald pomtet? out the differ­
ence between the Dominion Act and this 
one.- He contended that if the power 
of the assessor to sue were taken away 
then the grievance would be overcome.

The greater part of the evening was 
taken up by the opposition showing the 
contradictions in various sections of the 
act as outlined, and the evidence of per­
fect helplessness on the part of the mem­
bers of the government to explain away 
the differences. It was also plainly evi­
dent that the Attorney-General and the 
Minister of Finance, who took charge of 
the bill, were perhaps less intimately ac­
quainted with the act than any other 
member of the legislature.

The bill had not fully been gone 
through with when the committee rose 
at eleven.

The House then adjourned.

>EAD ANOTHER DYING,
or other motivenkers Shot By Guard at Coke- 

at Colorado Coal Company.

Id, Col., t)ec. 8.—Four striker» 
l in the battle which took- plac» 
eundo coke ovens last uight be- 
le striking coal miners and 
in the employ of the Colorado- 
Iron Company. One of the 
b dead, one is shot through the 
I will die, one is shot in the groin- 
round will probably prove fatal,.
I fourth, who was shot in the 
In jail. There were seven strik- 
I party and three escaped.
|n were all Italians or Sicilians^. 
1 man has nbt been identified, 
Inded men are Jose \relano and 
r Bendi.
l».to the fight a party of five 
l men were ambushed when. 
Ig from Berwind to Primero un- 
ruidance of Tom Jennings, bro- 
Ihe superintendent of the com» 
lines. Jennings injured his foot 
lig from the wagon. He did not: 
hat fate had befallen his com- 
lt reached Primero and gave an 
|A.s soon as the news of the at- 
Ihe Jennings party was received 
guards hastened from Second*»»- 
mere to cut off all[ roads ami 
nding into the old town of

present
road with the bridge. He moved in this 
matter because he nn tiers food that the 
government contended that the munici­
pality of Surrey was to do this work. In 
conversation with the municipal officers 
of Surrey he found that they did not in­
tend to carry it out.

The Premier contended that the vari­
ous municipalities in that part of the 
country had been willing to do consider­
able in case the bridge was built. He 
thought that Surrey would but’ be doing 
a creditable tiling in undertaking that 
work. The bridge meant a great deal to 
the farmers of the Lower Fraser, and 
therefore he hoped they would do their 
share in assisting in the usefulness of it.

The resolution carried.

Assessment Bill.
The House then went into committee 

on the new assessment bill.
The Finance Minister included among 

the exemptions from Taxation insurance 
business carried on by benevolent 
ties under the assessment plan.

R. L. Drury pointed out that though 
he did not disapprove of this section yet 
t’he force of this would be that thesé in­
stitutions would not be called upon *to 
furnish a schedule showing their busi­
ness. These companies did a large busi­
ness in debentures, loans, etc., and fur­
nishing no schedule they would not be 
taxed for income as other companies 
would.

The government promised to recon­
sider this.

The exemption of 20 acres belonging 
to agricultural societies passed;

The following clause among the ex­
emptions caused considerable debate:

“So mucli of the personal property of 
every person as is represented by timber 
cut upon or from- lauds held, or by the 
lessee or licensee under timber lease­
holds or timber l:ceuses issued1 under the 
Land Act’, upon which timber so cut the 
rental royalty and license fees payable 
under sai<# act have been paid, and 
otherwise; but this exemption shall be 
limited and’ confined' to the personal pro­
perty of the lessee and licensee and shall 
not extend to the personal property of 
any other person who may purchase or 
acquire timber so cut as aforesaid or any 
interest therein.”

The leader of the opposition, backed 
by T. W. Paterson and John Oliver, con­
tended that this subjected timber to a 
double tax. After a logger had paid a 
royalty upon the logs they might go to 
a mill, and being found there by another 
assessor would be taxed again as per­
sonal property. The result* would be that 
it would come back on the logger, who 
would receive that much less for his 
logs.

Coal Mines Act.
The House then went into committee 

on the act to amend the Goal Mines Act, 
with C. AV. D. Clifford in the^chair.

J. R. Brown, seconded by J. D. Mc­
Niven, moved to strike out the clause 
raising the c-oal prospectors’ license to 
$100 instead of $50. Mr. Brown thought 
this would do away with coal and oil 
prospectors. He compared this fee with 
that of the ordinary prospector for min­
erals.

Hon. R. F. Green held that this was 
not properly conceived. The license fee 
was not paid until after a man had lo­
cated his claim. He contended that tax 
was not an exorbitant fee.

John Oliver thought the Chief Com­
missioner had not taken into account 
that the prospector, after getting the 
claim, had only to pay a rental of $10 
an acre. The annual rental was placed I 
at 15 cents an acre. He thought that i 
these charges were out of proportion. He 
preferred to leave the prospectors’ li­
cense as it was and increase the rental 
or price of land after he had discovered 
the coaL

The Chief Commissioner alluded to the 
fact that a royalty would be collected 
also from the coal mined on the prop­
erty after it was converted into a mine.

The amendment was lost by a vote of 
18 to 16, Messrs. Davidson and Houston 
voting for the amendment, and the So­
cialists against it.

The Chief Commissioner amended the 
proposed enactment by substituting the 
power for granting a lease from the 
Chief Commissioner to that of the Lieut.- 
Governor-in-Oouncii.

This was greeted with applause by the 
opposition, who had contended against 
the proposed change in the debate.

The amendment carried.
The bill as amended in this particular 

and in other respects to make it con­
sistent passed committee and- was re­
ported to the House.

socie-

ussiime
Committee’s Report.

F. Carter-Cotton, chairman, presented) 
the first report from the private bills 
committee as follows:
“Mr. Speaker:

“Your select 
private bills and 
leave to report as follows:

“That the time limited for the presen­
tation of petitions for private bills be 
extended until January 12th, 190-1.

“That the time limited for the pres­
entation of reports Fe extended until 
the 22nd January 1904.

“That the time limited for the pres­
entation of reports be extended until 
January 29th, 1904, and beg to recom­
mend the same accordingly.

“All of which is respectfully submit­
ted.”

The report was received, the standing 
rules and orders were suspended and the,, 
report adopted.

standing committee on 
standing orders beg

Coal Mines Act.
In considering the report on the bill to 

amend the Coal Mines Act, J. R. Brown, 
seconded by J. D. McNiven, moved to 
strike out the section increasing the coal 
prospecting license from $50 to $100.

In pressing for This Mr. Brown con­
tended that there was a discrimination 
made between coal and qil prospectors 
and' the prospector for ordinary miner­
als. Ha showed that in connection with 
the search for oil a very large expendi­
ture was necessary in order to prove the 
exisfence of it. It required deep boring. 
Tins increase in the fee would tend to 
cut off prospecting. He showed that the 
measure gave a man the privilege to hdld 
a claim of 640 acres for five years at a 
rental of only $96 a year, or less than the 
original license fee. The tendency of 
this act would be fo take the prospecting 
out of the hands of the real prospector 
and put it into the hands of the specula­
tor.

men were seen to come down 
from the direction of the am- 
On being ordered to halt, ac- 

to the account of the guards, 
n opened fire and the guards re» 
ae fire, with disastrous results to 
ters. None of the guards was

Fibers claim thfft all the shoot» 
Bcundo was done by the guards, 
[union men who were ambushed 
ti up safe and sound to-day.

not

It wasQuestions and Answers.
W. AV. B. Mclnnes asked the Premier

the following questions: 1. Has the gov^ 
ernment received any communications 
from the Federal authorities relating to 
the acts passed by this legislative last 
session? If so, what is their purport? 
2. Has the government any reason to be­
lieve that chapter 8 of the British Co­
lumbia Statutes, 1903, being an act ef- 

llation of certain Co-

The Chief Commissioner held that it 
was necessary in face of the financial 
position fo increase the revenue. It was 
just as reasonable to tax this industry as 
fhe other industries. The natural re- 

’ sources of the province should bear its 
share in taxation. The setting aside of 
640 acres for a prospector was really 
worth $100. The minute the property 
was worked it would be liable to the 
royalty.

■MY PREDICTION.

turer Says Fight For “Closed 
bp” May Cause Bloodshed.

ro, Dpc. 9.—“If the fight for the 
lop is allowed to continue, there 
icenes of bloodshed in this coun- 
bh will surpass the days of the 
revolution.”
pregoing sentiment expressed by 
IP-r in ton, president’ of the Peru 
[Company, has been cheered by 
Ired members of the Illinois 
bturers’ Association at their an- 
pquet. “Our rights,” declared 
hton, “are dependent on the se%- 
lof the question as to whether au 
r can hire whom he pleases,
I being subject to the dictation 
brganized body. The Chicago 
[way lias won a great victory in 
ling its right* to engage its own 
es. Without this right, which is 
Ig recognized by the great mess 
[e, the commercial supremacy of 
led- States will be at an end.”
L Conkey spoke along fhe same 
Btill another speaker declared 
1er the abolition of the “closed. 
Ihe removal of the union label 
I most important tiling that cam*- 
pnsideration of manufacturers^
Ions. ~

fteting the cance 
lumbia & AVcstern railway land grants, 
will be disallowed by the Federal auth­
orities? If so, what is it?

Hon. R. McBride replied as follows: 
“1. No communications on the subject 
have been received from the Federal 
authorities. 2. The government has no 
reason to believe that the statute will 
be disallowed.’*

John Qliver asked the Premier the 
following questions: 1. How many tem­
porary assistants (and the names of 
each) were engaged by the government 
since June 1st, 1903? 2. How many
permanent civil servants were èngaged 
by the government since June 1st, 1903, 
and the names of such civil servants?

Hon. Mr. McBride replied as fellows: 
Ml. 11—E. F. Richards, Vancouver; H.
D. Morten, Duncans; G. E. Winkler, 
Princeton; E. Marshall, Ladysmith; C. 
Outhett, Kamloops; J. Downing, Prince­
ton; W. Armstrong, Trout Lake; N. 
Taylor, Trout Lake; W. J. Green, Kaslo; 
J. M. Carney, Kaslo; J. A. Monteith, 
Fairview, all of whom have been dis­
charged. 2. 6—A. Sutherland, boiler in­
spector; T. B. Hall, assessor (in lieu of 
C. Booth, deceased) ; J. L. G. Abbott, 
district registrar (in lieu of T. O. Town- 
ley, resigned); C. N. tianey, clerk (in 
lieu of F. Hartley, resigned); H. B. 
Cameron, clerk, Atlin (formerly employ­
ed temporarilj’); J. Hislop, mining re­
corder, Fort Steele (in lieu of L. Pat­
more, resigned).

Mr. Oliver asked the Minister of Fi­
nance the following question:

For what particular journeys did the 
Hon. R. McBride, the Hon. C. Wilsov, 
the Hon. R. F. Green and the Hon. A.
E. McPhillips receive travelling ex­
penses, and what amount did each of 
those gentlemen receive on account of 
each particular journey since June 1st, 
1903?

F. Carter-Cotton called attention to 
the case ^of a mill < owner holding these 
logs for years as an investment*.

The falsity of this position was set at 
t tt tt —rest by ^r- Oliver, who contended that 
J. H. Hawt-hornthwaite could not sup- it Wûs impossible to hold these logs with- 

port the motion. The fight which was out deterioration, which more than- 
being put up was in the interests of the counterbalanced this profit, 
middle-man, the speculator. The pro- Ate. Macdonald pointed out that the 
spector could not afford, to put up $50 as argument was not well founded. It was 
a general rule. He had to go to some n<)t practical to hold logs for any length 
company and get this money put up for 0f time. If necessary the logs could be 
him. The resources of the province were excluded from taxation, at the mills for 
being exhausted and the government one year in order to avoid this, 
should get all they could out of those ^[r Oliver pressed the Attorney-Gen- 
Ieft. He contended that the different erai for answers to questions as to how 
classes were protesting against the taxes these clauses would work, 
affecting their own industry. rpjle -Attorney-General, who apparently

Mr. Oliver said^ that the remarks of was at sea in connection with the see­
the member for Nanaimo tended to prove tions. refused to answer the questions, 
the arguments advanced by the opposi- contending he was not going to be ex- 
tion. Taking for granted that the mem- amined as to the working of the act. 
her for Nanaimo was correct in his in- After some further discussion the see- 
terpreVation that the coal prospecting tion passed.
license affected middle-men who repre- The following clause, proposed to be 
seated companies, the argument was included among the exemption, Mr. 
weak. The bill then charged more for Oliver described as resembling killing 
the privilege of ascertaining whether an industry and then kicking it after 
there was coal than it did for the pn- death: 
vilege of holding the property. This was 
inconsistent. The opposition could not 
move for any increase in the taxation.
Had that been possible they might have 
moved for an increase in- the annual

Finance on or before the 30th day o? 
November in each year.”

Mr. Macdonald wished that nothing 
might be done to press unfairly on any 
one. He wished something could be 
done so as to make their work uni­
formly.

Mr. Carter-Cotton admitted that it 
might not work just as it might be 
wished, but thought that perhaps an­
other year it might be made to work 
more uniformly.

Mr. Macdonald was glad to see the 
member for Richmond come to the 
same view' as the members of the oppo­
sition. It had been shown that the 
government had gone to work without 
any adequate knowledge upon the sub­
ject. 'anere had been no principle un­
derlying the work they had undertaken. 
In an attempt1 to increase the revenue 
they had added to the taxation without

Victoria, Dec. 8.
The feature of this afternoon’s sit­

ting was the determined effort made by 
the Socialist leader, J. H. Hawthorn- 
thwaite, to defend a government which 
has manifested anything but an ability 
to fight its own battles. The position 
which the member for Nanaimo took on 
the question of the increase of the coal 
prospecting license was anything but a 
strong one. Its inconsistency was shown 
by the leader of the opposition immedi­
ately afttrwards, but the Socialist mem­
ber was too zealous to serve his leader, 
the Premier, to pay much attention to 
the argument he was prepared to offer.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite held a quick 
consultation with Mr. Davidson, the 
Labor member, immediately after the di­
vision bell rang. AVhen the vote w7as 
taken it was found that all the Liberals, 
with the exception of those who were 
paired, voted for the leaving of the fee 
at $50. AVith them John Houston voted.
Ine government side included the two 
Socialists and. Mr. Davidson, the Labor 
representative, whom:, it will be 
bered, voted exactly opposite on the 
same motion the day before.

Prayers wwere read by Rev. AAT. L.
Clay.

J. R. Brown presented a petition from 
the B. C. Copper Company and others, 
asking amendments to the “Steam Boiler 
Inspection Act.”

The Chief Commissioner of Lands 
and AVorks presented the following re­
turns:

Return showing the coal and petroleum 
licenses, with, names of grantees and 
locality of lands covered by same, is­
sued since the 1st of August last to 
date, for lands in- East Kootenay dis­
trict outside of blocks 4,593 and 4,594.

Return showing the number of coal 
prospecting licenses granted for lands in 
.blocks 4,593 and 4,594, West Kootenay 
district, from June 1st, 1903, up to date, 
with the names of the grantees and the by all responsible druggists.

.

ZION CITY FINANCES. “So much of the personal property of 
jeverÿ'person as is represented by timber 
cut from lands within this province oth­
er than from lands belonging to the 
crown, upon which timber so cut the 
tax payable und^r. the Land Act has knowing how the proposals would work, 
been paid, and not otherwise-: but this He was glad that the member for K:ch- 
exemption shall be limited and confined moud also came to regard it as a “thing 
to the personal property of the owner of snreds and patches.” 
of said lands, and shall not extend to The clause passed, 
the personal property of any other per- Mr. Mclnnes pressed for his pro- 
son who may purchase or acquire timber j posed exemption on agricultural lands 
so cut as aforesaid or any interest I up to $2,500. This was opposed by 
therein.” 1 members of the government, and Mr.

The clause passed- by a vote of 15 to j Carter-Ootton.

exaiidvr Dowle Places Assets at 
lore Than Four Times His 

Liabilities. h
:

rental of the land.
John Houston protested against tins 

discrimination against the coal prospec­
tor in distinction, with the other pro­
spectors. The ordinary prospector could' 
acquire about the same area as that 
given under a coal prospecting license by 
taking up ten claims, which would cost 
only $50, and these would be much i*nre 
valuable than the coal claim. Whether

b, Dec. 7.—In a statement whicl> 
U assets at more than four time» 
litles, John Alexander Dowie to- 

L meeting of h|s creditors, submlt- 
toposal by whfch it is believed 
| financial tangle at Zion City will 
ratened out. In Dowie’s communi­
ais assets are declared to be 
10 and his liabilities only $4,068,- 
\ the liabilities $4.',2,267 Is mer- 

lndebtedness. Notes bearing $ 
Interest were offered by Dowle In 

lit and he agreed to take up 10 per 
his indebtedness -in three months 

lyemalnder in one year. The cred- 
lolnted a committee to seek further 
If this committee finds that Dowie’s 
It of debts and resources is cor­
ns said they will accept the pro- 
land seek to have the bankruptcy 
ngs dismissed.
I total indebtedness, that due for 
posits and shares of stock in the 
felon City industries was placed at 
l, maturing In 1919 and 1923. Bills 
pn account of land were placed at 
I due In 1905 and 1908. The judg- 
ISamuel Stevenson Is $100,000, for 
cured notes have been given. This 
Ely $452,207 due to outside credlt- 
lerchandise accounts. It is to the 
pf these outstanding claims that 
lade tae offer of settlement.

remem-
Hon. R. G. Tat’.ow replied as follows: 

“Hon. R. McBride: Travelling expenses 
to and from Atlin and Cassiar districts 
(including railway and steamboat fares, 
berths, hack hire, etc), $395; travelling 
expenses to East and West Kootenay 
(including railway and steamboat fares, 
berths, etc.), $222; hack hire (sundry 
times), $10.50: total. $627.50.

“Hon. A. E. McPhillips: Travelling 
expenses to and from Atlin and Cassiar 
districts (including railway and steam­
boat fares, berths, hack hire, etc.), $395; 
travelling expenses attending at •Van­
couver in eases of R. Cook and' R. 
South, installing new registrar at Van­
couver, and- examining into work and 
staff at New Westminster land regl-.-r:y 
office and at New Westminster jail, $50; 
hack hire (sundry times), $9; travelling 
expenses, conducting assizes at A7ancou- 
ver, $103; total, $557.

“Hon. C. Wilson:

Mr. Mclnnes pointed out that there 
The following clause provoked some ' was to be an increased revenue from 

discussion: the increased tax on wild lands of $33,-
“Where any corporation assessed and 000. This might be urged ns an argu- 

ta&d under the heading ‘Taxation of nient for allowing these farmers to be 
Corporations’ shall have its. properties exempt to the amount as proposed, 
aqd" business wholly within and confined ! 
to this province, and- where it has de- ! farmers as a prosperous class, 
rived its power by statute from this j J. N. Evans also spoke in favor of 
province, or municipal by-law, whereby this exemption.
the prices to be charged by It for public i Mr. Oliver admitted there were pros- 
services have been limited by such permis farmers in British Columbia, but 
statute, such company shall be exempt this would affect a class which did not^,- 
to the extent of one-half of the rate of include so many of that type, ns it ap- 
tax imposed on its gross revenue, but nlied to lands outside- of municipalities, 
only in the event of its operating ex- He argued in favor giving this as in the 
penses exceeding fifty per cent, of its interests of settlement in the province, 
gross revenue, in any one year. Each com­
pany claiming such exemption shall lo*t, the vote being to 18, the «-hair- 
make e a statutory declaration setting man giving the casting vote, 
forth the facts entitling it to exemption.
to be lodg'd with the Minister of tion affecting the taxation of income of

14.

AV oodsS Phosphodine,
The Great English Remedy#
is ar old, well eetab- 

J lished and reliable 
K preparation. Has been 

1 prescribed
•*? j oyer 40 years. All drug» 

gists in the Dominion 
of Canada sell and 
recommend as

Before and After, the^nly^m,
lives universal satisfaction. It promptly and 
permanently cures all forma of Aervouf weak­
ness, Emissions, Spermatorrhoea, Impotency, 
and all effects of abuse or excesses ; the excessive 
aseof Tobacco, Opium or Stimulants, Mental 
ind Brain Worry, all of which lead to Infirmity, 
Insanity, Consumption and an Early Grave.

Price $1 per package or six for $5. One will 
please, six will cure. Mailed prompty on re- 
seipt of price. Send for free pamphlet. Address 

The Wood Coiupany,
Windsor, Ont, Canada, 

Wood’s Phosphodine Is sold In Victoria

4 fi
Mr. Carter-Cotton described theand used

■being 
edicine of 
lettres and

The amendment of Mr. Mclnnes was

The Finance Minister added to the sec- ;be.
The Attorney-General thought it wouldTravelling ex-
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