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The Bre:lecing I;o}nt

By Mary Roberts Rinehart

(Copytight 3922, by Mary Roberts Rinehart, Published by Arrangement
With McClure’'s Magazine.)

(Continued From Yesterday)

In the grip of a situation that was
too much for him Bassett rang the
bell. It was answered by the elderly
maid who took care of his own bed-
room.

Months later, puzzling over the situ-
ation, Bassett was to wonder, and not
to know, whether chance or desi|
brought the Thorwald woman to the
door that night. At the time, and for
weeks, he laid it to tragic chance, the
same chance which had placed in Dick’s
hend the warning letter that had
brought him West. But as time went
on the part played in the tragedy by
that faded woman, with her tired, dis-
pirited voice and her 5ash-colorcd hair
streaked with gra{, assumed other pro-
portions, loomed large and mysterious.

There were times when the wished
that some prescience of danger that
made him tbrottle her then and there
so she could not have raised her shrill,
alarming voice. Butt he had no warn-
ing. All he saw was a woman in a
washed-out blue calico dress and a
fresh white apron, raising incurious
eyes to his. ’

‘I suppose it's all right if she sits
in the hall?” Bassett inquired, still

fighting his losing fight.
in if he stirs.”

“Right-0,” said the doctor, who had
been to France and who brought home
some British phrases,

Bassett walked mack from the hos-
pital alone, The game was up and he
krew it. Sooner or later — — In a
way he tried to defend himself to
himself. He had done Ms best, Two
or three days ago he would have been
exultant over the developments. After
all, mince things as one could, Clark
was a murderer, Other men killed
and paid the penalty. And the game
was not up enmtirely, at that. = The
Providence which had watched over
him for so long might continue to.
The hospital was new. (It was
ironicalalf enough, the Clark Memorial
Hospital.) re was still a chance.

He was conscious of something
strange as he entered the lobby.
The constable was gone, and th
was no clerk behind the desk. At the
foot of the stairs stood a group of
guests and loungers, looking up, while
a bell-bo

“She can go

barred the way.

Even Bassett’s first thought
was of fire. He elbowed his way to
the foot of the stairs and demanded
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lto be allowed to go up, but he was

_closed behind him. :
Bassett stood at the foot of the
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of Prices isfoIncrease

DURING the month of January

thirty-two out of fifty-eight
commodities. showed an increase

in price.
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refused.
“In a few minutes,” said the boy.
“No need of excitement”
“Is it a fire?” '
«I don’t know myself. T've go my
orders, That’s all
Wilkins came hurrying in. The
crcwd, silent and respectful before the
law, opened to let him through and

stairs looking up. »

To Elizabeth the first days of Dick’s
absence were unbelievable dreary. She
seemed to live only from one visit of the
postman to the next. She felt some-
times that only a part of her was at
home in the %Vhec er house, slept at
night in her wide bed, donned its black
frocks and took thém off, and made
those sad daily pilgrimages' to the
cemetery above the town, where her
mother “tidied with tender hands the
long, narrow mound; so fearfully re-
mindful of Jim’s tall, slim body.

2f her grieved sorely, and
spent itself in small comfort actions
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UT H & D Shock Absorbers on your Ford

truck and you'll cover more ground in

less time.

H & D’s mean more comfort for the driver
—Jess chance of damage to valuable loads—
added life to the truck—a saving in mainten-

ance—and a better finish to the day.

They are easily attached and mechani-

cally perfect.

PRICE, Installed

Ford Truck, $35; For Passenges Cavs, $20

ROYDEN FOLEY
300 Union Street, St. Joha
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AUTOMOBIEE INSURANCE

A;gaimt the Risks of Fire, Theft, Collision,
and Property Damage

Public Liability

When purchasing your new car, phone us for special quohliqt;s
WM. THOMSON & CO.’ LTD.

Phone Main 2636

Royal Bank Buiiding

22 King Street

and little caressing touches on bowed
heads and grief-stooped shoulders. It
put away Jim’s clothing, and kept im-
maculate the room where now her
monther spent most of her waking
hcurs. It sent her on her knees at
night, to pray for Jim’s happiness in
some young-man heaven which would
please him. ' But the other part of her
wag not there at all. It was off with
Dick in some mysterious place of
mountains and vast distance, called Wy.
oming.

And because of this division in her-
self, because she felt that her loyalty
to her people wavered, because she
knew that already she had forsaken
her father and her mother and would
fcllow her love through the rest of her
life, she touchingly anxious to comfort
and to please them.

“She’s taking Dick’s absence very
hard,” Mrs. eeler said one night,
when she had kissed them and gone up-

steirs to bed, “She worries me some-
times.” :

Mr, Wheeler sighed. Why was it that
a man could not tell his children what
he had learnedp—that nothing was so
great as one expected; that love was
worth living® for, but not dying for,
The impatience of youth for life! It had
killed Jim, It was hurting Nina. It
would all come, all come, in God’s good
time. The young did not live today,
but always tomorrow, There seemed
no time to live today for anyone. First
lone looked ahead and said, “I will be
so happy.” And before one knew it
one was looking back and saying: “I
was so happy.

“She’ll be all right,” he said aloud.

He got up and whistled for the dog.

“I'll take around the block before
I lock up,” he said heavily. He bent
over and kissed her. She was a sad
figure to him in her black dress. He
did not say to her what he thought
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Nustified,

sometimes; that Jim had been saved
a great deal, That to live on, and to
lose the things one loved, one by one,
was harder than to go quickly, from
a Hyous youth.

e had not told her what he knew |

about Jim’s companion that night. She
would never have understood, In her
simple and child-like faith she knew
that her boy sat that day among the
blessed company of heaven. He him-
self helleved that Jim had gone for-
given into whatever lay behind the veil
we call death, had gone shriven and
clean before the Judge who knew the
urge of youth and life, He did not
fear for Jim, He only missed him.

He walked around the block that
night, a steoped, commonplace figure,
the Aog at his heels, Now and then
he spoke to him, for companionship.
At the corner he stopped and looked
along the side street toward the Liv-
ingston house, and as he looked he
sighed, Jim and Nina, and now Eliza-
beth. Jim and Nina were beyond his
care now. He could do no more. But
what ocould he do for Elizabeth? That,
too, wasn’t that beyond him? 'He
stood still, facing the tragedy wof his
helplessness, beset by vague apprehen-
sions. He went on doggedly, his hands
clasped behind him, his head sunk on
his .breast.

He lay awake for a long time that
night, wondering whether he and Dick
had been quite fair to Elizabeth. She
should, he thought, have been told.
Then, if Dick’s apprehensions were
she would have had some
preparation. As it was—suppose some-
thing turned up out there, something
that would break her heartp

(To be continued.)

Fashion Note.

Skirts are worn longer, and the new
wool schedule will cause pants to be
worn longer also.—Birmingham News.

HEN your car hits the
inevitable rough bumps,
Hasslers’ absorb the shocks of
both upthrow and rebound in
the necessarily high- resilient
action of good springs; they
save you not only discomfort
in riding, but the pain of pay-
ing for needlessly injured
springs.

No need to tell you that the
bumps, jars, jolts and vibra-
tion suffered by any good car
on city streets are only too
real. Busy repair shops prove
it. Motornerves proveit. You
need Hasslers’.

, “When you want to renew
your car, you will enjoy en- , £
hanced re-sale value, made
possible by Hasslers’ saving
your car!

Saved gasoline alone would
pay for Hasslers, not to men-
tion saved repairs, tires and
re-sale value. You pay for
Hasslers’ anyway, why not
have Hasslers’ now! Your
dealer knows these Hassler

FOR FORD CARS—
Hassler Pric
Installed:
Single type - $25
Twin type - $36
West of Ft. Willlam add
$1 to the above prices.

Shock Ahsorbers -

Madé in Canada
ROBERT H. HASSLER LIMITED, HAMILTOITI,' _Q!{TARIO
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battery

Exide.

MADE IN CANADA

An Exide starts your engine when-
ever you step on the pedal and gives
you lights when you want them. It
will do these things as a matter of
course and for so long a time that
an 'Exide is the most economical
battery you can buy.

EXIDE BATTERIES OF CANADA, LIMITED
TORONTO

<

‘No law compels
you to use a weak

It is not only unnecessary to have a
weak battery in your car, it is unsafe,
uncomfortable and poor economy.

RADIO

Try an Exide Radio Battery on
your radic set. You will be
surprised at the difference it
makes in the clearness of
reception.

Don’t put up with an ordinary bat-
tery when you can easily get an
More cars leave the factories
equipped with Exides than any other
battery, Have a look at the battery
when you are selecting a new car.

Look for this Sx'ﬂnt'

There is an Exide
Dealer Near You

DISTRIBUTOR

MOTOR CAR & EQUIPMENT COMPANY, LIMITED

ST. JOHN, N.B.

THE LONG-LIFE BATTERY FOR YOUR CAR i




