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“Because the Lord hath loved His peo-
ple, He hath made thee King over them.”
II. Chron. 2: 1l

As other religious bodies are today hold-
ing memorial services, it seems fitting that
we, as Baptists, should have our distinct
.share in the generai mourning. It is true
that we have had few, if any. representa-
tives’ at court; it is true that we have
never sought to sun ourselves in royal
glances; it is true that we have never been
given to flattery of the great ones of
earth. But it is no less true that we have
been among the most Jaw-abiding subjects
of the throne; it is no less true that we
have been second to none in staunch and
steadfast loyalty; it is no less true that
we have never been slow to appreciate those
hlessings of a beneficent rule under which
we have lived. We are devoutly
grateful for the benefits of peace, of or-
der; and of liberty which have so much
promoted our progress as a Christian com-
munion.

Rev. C. W. Townsend

Moreover, when death has invaded the
royal household there have always been

those among us ready suitably to voice |

the sentiment of sorrow, and the sense of;
Toss. One of the greatést sermons Roberf
Hal! ever preached was that on the death

° Princess Charlotte —a  sermon that
1akes rank among the classic masterpieces
of British oratory.

In Other Bereavements

_When the father of our late beloved
king died, Charles Haddon Spurgeon, in
<ite Metropolitan Tabernacle, spoke -words
concerning his character as beautiful as
they, were appreciative, and expressed in
terms tender and delicate sympathy with
the. queen ~in hev: crushing . bereavement.
And when that queen: herself passed away
our pulpits brought tributes as sincere,
and many of them as eloquent, as any
that were Jaid in her tomb.

We sincerely mourn the unexpected re-
moval of our gracious king, and we desire
to pay a mark of profound respect to his
memory.

We shall consider him in five relations,
and briefly upon each.

1—In relation to that stage of national de-
velopment which had been reached when
he ascended the throne.

Our kings in by-ggne generations had
ruled over a little island kingdom. Only
gradually were oversea colonies added,
and they had not a very close connection
with the séat of power at home. Not
only is there a contrast with a distant
past; but one still nearer. How different
was the empire to which Edward VTII.
succeeded from that nation over which
his mother in 1837 was called to sway the
sceptre. This is not the occasion to at-
tempt any review of the Vietorian era,
which was so well done by many when
the great queen died. We need only to
refer to the wonderful expanison of that

' period to show that her successor entered
into a2 much greater and more glorious
heritage than- that which fell, as a young
fjueen, to her portion. Within her long
reign the advancement was altogether
phenomenal. = There was development
commercial, territorial and imperial.
Agd yet with this expansion a growing
cohesion—so that all the scattered depen-
dencies were welded into one vast em-
pire. Conquest bore the flag into new
climes. 'Peace had her victories no less
renowned than war. Exploration opened
hitherto unknown lands. Commerce link-
ed Great Britain with the uttermost parts
of*the world. Emigration carried the chil-
dren of the old country into distant places
of the earth.

England’s colonial domain became vastly
extended. And those colonies grew into
self-acting nations. standing as queenly
daughters around the motherland.
“We think of India, which from
being the  half-barbarous scene cf
a trading company’s operations,
became the most wonderful and populous
dependency of the British crown. We
think of the growth and consolidation of
Australia, which from being little more
than a penal settlement became a greater
and brighter Britain. We think of SBouth
Africa where Briti‘; possesgions increased
from that of a sea*board town until they
embraced a vast and varied region. We
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think of ancient Egypt—with all her sandy
spaces—and other strange races coming un-
der the protection of the British flag. We
think of numerous islands of the sea—sep-
arated by watery leagues, yet united by a
double bond of sentiment to the power
which defends them. We think of this
country in which our lot is cast, which
from being a loose association of provinces
with their little rivalries, attained to the
position of a mighty dominion, whose pro-
gress has been simply marvellous, and
where the thregtened disruption has given
place to local and imperial union.

Thus was Edward  called to rule over
an. Empire unequalled in extent, in power
and in population. Very different, too,
was the England over which he reigned
‘from England as it appeared when his
noble mother first grasped the sceptre. It
was transformed ' during her reign from
an almost pastoral country to the great-
est -manufacturing centre in the world.
There -was a marvelous growth of indus-
trial power, wealth and population. This
led to the springing up of new cities, alive
with all the enterprise, energy, and in-
dependence which characterize such com-
munities. Happily, too, for with this
material advancement there was a gradual
amelioration of the conditions of the peo-
ple. Many abusés were swept away, many
reforme / effécted—reforms material, men-
tal, social and political. Knowledge grew
from more to more; education spread.
Liberty widened. K There were splendid
achievements in science, art  literature,
philanthrophy, and religion. King Edward
grew up amid these changing conditions.
He was both a Witness and a partaker of
them. During their progress he visited
many of the scenes of such advancements.
He presidediat the opening of many useful
institutions. He was present at the in-
auguration - of .many public works. He
laid the foundation stones-of many noble
buildings. He also travelled extensively in
new parts of the Empire. Thus he was fit-
ted for the position of ruler over such a
far reaching dominion, and over such a
progressive people. He may be said to
have been the -hel of all previous ages, and
he proved himself"“worthy of his splendid
heritage: He brought to it a strong brain
a large heart, and a ' wide vision. ' And
though he was dear three score years of
age when he bécame king and nearly ten
years older when he laid down his crown,
yet he retained to the last a youthful in-
terest in every fresh development.

2—We consider King Edward in relation
to the spirit of the: age in which he
reigned.

Each age has its own character, its own
genius, its own social and political atmos-
phere. The present age -is' unlike any
other; it has its advantages, and probably
its disadvangages. - Whatever be its merits
or demerits, King Edward VII was -ad-
mirably suited to it. ' i

This is a democratic age, an age in
which the human rights of th® people are
more considered than the divine rights of
kings, an age in which, the voice of the
people makes . jteelf 'heard, and the
will of the people” makes itself ‘felt.

ing Edward understood this, He knew
bot_h the limitations and possibilities of his
position: the former he rigidly observed—
of the latter he made the most. In his
first speech to the privy council he said:
“‘I am fully determined to be a constitu-
tional Sovereign in the strictest sense of
the word, and, so long as there is breath
in my body, to work for the good and
amelioration of my people.” That deter-
mination he faithfully carried' out> In
dome respects he was an aristocrat of the
aristocrats, in others he was a democrat of
the democrats. Tt is safe to affirm that
he was the most popular man in the Em-
pire. No president ever had so large a
personal following. - A while ago some
agitators were predicting that ere long a
social republic would be set up in Eng-
land, “and when jt is,” they added, “we
will elect Albert Edward as our first presi-
dent.” That speaks for itself.

This is a practical age. It is not an
age of dreamers, but of doers. It is an
age when success is largely estimated hy
material results. Men have mastered and
harnessed many of: the forces of nature;
they have achieved wonderful ends; they
have succeeded in gigantic undertakings.
Such things have only been brought about
through stern application and unremitting
toil. No idler, whether on throne or
work-bench, can find+«favor in such an age
as this. Edward VII was no visionary;
no recluse; no imaginative but ineffective

: Richard II; no self-absorbed tyrant, like

Charles I; nor a merely self-indulgent
figure-head like Charles II. He was a man
of the world in the best sense, alive to
all its concerns; a part of its throbbing
life; himself one of the hardest workers
in its busy hive. It is said that when he
was travelling in a semi-private way, he
had the appearance of a prosperous man
of business. That is exactly what he was.
He was a master toiler at the trade of
king-craft, and he made a success of it.
We fear (and yet we admire ' while
we fear)  that unrelaxing  devotion
to the business of the state hastened
his end.

This is an age of publicity. No western
monarch can now live in oriental retire-
ment. His every movement is noted, and
flashed around the globe. All his gay-
ings and doings are recorded and re-pro-
duced for the benefit of the world. The
light that beats about a throne is fiercer
than ever. A king moves upon an elevat-
ed and brilliantly lit stage, and is the ob-
served of all observers. Upon that un-
enviable eminence, Edward VII played his
part worthily and well.

He came to the kingdom for such a
time as this.

fL 3—Let us consider his persénal qualific-

tions for the high office he occupied. We
have already hinted at them.

First, we name his excellent parentage.
He had a noble father, and the best of
mothers. Such a boy is generally likely to
come right at last, whatever be the mis-
takes of his early years. So while our
king in his youthful days may sometimes
have begn unmindful of parental counsel,
i d he proved worthy of it.

Link of the ripe -experience he

the, throne. He had to wait

long yeard before e reached that seat of
] i ower; but they were years cf
Pn, years of apprenticeship, years

line. While he waited he was

He had to perform many state

ctions. He had to represent the crown
on many important occasions. He became
adept in all that pertained to the cere-

map of royalty and also gained an in-

ver responsibilities. When,

therefore, he acceded to his great position,

he entered upon it easily, naturally, and
as one to the manner born.
He possessed a personality that was very .
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attractive to the British people. It was
one in which there was a rare combina-
tion of elements. There was in it a ming-
ling of dignity and bonhomie. He had a
bluff heartiness of appearance, combined
with a genial courtliness of manner. He
was equally at home amid the splendors
of the court, and the simplicities of rural
life, He was at once a great king and an
unaffected country gentleman.

His mental endowments were good. He
had not the highest powers of imagination
or speculation; but what is far better and
safer for a king, he was gifted with a
strong servicable intellect of the practical
sort, which is typical of our race, and
which has made it so prevailing and pre-
dominant. He had a marvellous memory,
a keen faculty of observation, a shrewd
judgment, and a ready adaptability. He
seemed to do the right thing in the Tight
way, at the right time. He had a kindly
heart. He felt for and with his pedple.
We do not ‘think of him as sgme heroic
figure far above ordinary  mortals; but,
what is more desirable, as one of his sub-
jects: sharing in their interest; sympath-
izing in.their joys and sorrows, and ever
ready to aid them in their hours of need.

We cannot forget his love of peace. Of
that much has been said. Already he is
known as ‘‘Edward 'the Peacemaker.”
Probably such a designation will pass into
history. His love of peace did not arise
from timidity or pusillanimity; for he had
all the dogged courage of his-house and
race. But he knew the horrors of war,

and he felt that it was better for his

people to have an amicable understanding
with the great powers than to be engaged
in deadly and devastating strife with them.
It is worthy of note that while, when he
ascended the throne; the war clouds rolled
blackly and heavily above the empire, when
he laid down the sceptre the sky was clear,
serene ' and beautiful, and on the far-
stretching horizon appeared no shape of
terror or ‘threatenings.

It is well here to remember his spirit of
tolerance. While of necessity a member of
the state church, he respected the opin-
ions of his subjects outside the pale of the
communion. He was even broader and
more liberal than his mother. We Bap-
tists can never forget that when our great
Spurgeon lay sick with his fatal illness,
the then Prince and Princess of Wales
sent kind enquiries after the famous
preacher. And when he passed away,
they sent a message of sympathy to his
widow. Later when Princess (afterwards
Queen) Alexandra was at Mentone she
asked after the health of Mrs. Spurgeon,
and said that when her son, the Duke of
Clarence, lay on his death bed he often
spoke of Mr. Spurgeon. Early in his reign
King Edward recognized the Salvation
Army, gave an audience to its founder and
general and contributed to its funds.

One of the last creations of 'his reign was
the elevation to knighthood of the gifted
and redoubtable non-conformist journalist,
Robertson Nicoll. Last—but not least—
among his qualifications we place the
choice he made so many years ago of a
wife—a choice that spoke well both for
his eye and heart,—a choice that was rat-
ified by his people, who rapturously re-
ceived the beautiful Danish princess as an
object -of admiration and affection. 'The
place she won in their hearts she never
lost. She is more strongly entrenched
there than ever in this hour of her great
grief. How near she comes to us as she
kneels by. the dying bed, with tear-stained
face, and eyes bhungry for a last look of
love. And how near the great king comes
to us as,rousing himself from the stupor of
approaching dissolution, he gazes once
more, and but for a moment, at that fair
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face, and tries impotently to raise the
hand from whose nerveless grasp the
sceptra has forever fallen!

4—We now shall for a minute or two
consider King ‘Edward in relation to the
maintenance of the monarchial péinciple
of government,

The last two reigns have done more for
the strengthening of that principle than
all the arguments ever advanced in its
favor. The long and splendid reign of Vie-
toria fortified the foundations of the
throne, and Edward’s briefer but equally
splendid reign has cemented them  still
more firmly. It is true that some years
ago there was a little nest of republicans
in England, who made’ up for lack of
members by loudness ‘of noise. Today
Republicanism is a dead. issue in the Brit-
ish Empire. There ar#ibtill & few feeble
foreign anarchists who, having received in
England a refuge they could obtain
nowhere ' else, show their gratitude, ac-

very throne that shelters them. But no
serious minded British eubject has the
least desire for a departure from the prin-
ciple of a limited monarchy. What are its
advantages, as illustrated in the reigns of
Victoria and Edward?

TFor over seventy years we have had
only two sovereigns. Think how many
changes there have been in republican
countries. In that time what a succession
of presidents there have been in the Unit-
ed States, most of them, we gladly admit,
good and able men. But how much of
unrest, of agitation, of disturbed social,
commercial and political life these
changes . have necessitated! Is it not bet-
ter to avoid all such ferment and yet en-
joy the advantages which such & system
brings. For ours is virtually a crowned re-
public—with every benefit which such a
form of government involves. We have
no quarrel with others; we do not ask
them to adopt our system—neither do we
intend to change it for theirs. And we
don’t forget that three American presi-
dents have fallen by the hand of assassins,
while our monarchs have been graciously
preserved. It is true that attacks have
been made on their lives, but such attacks
were rather the outcome of madness than
of malice prepense. Whatever their mo-
tive they were effectually foiled. Truly,
it seems that “There is a divinity doth
hedge a king.”

We believe that the seat of a great pow-
er ought to have about it a becoming mag-
nificence. If you despoil the symbolism
of authority you are in danger of injur-
ing its substance. Some may be content
with a high hat and a frock coat as the
garb of power. We think they can be
too easily duplicated, and so we prefer
a 'bejewelled crown and an empurpled
robe. Some may favor a reception hall in-
vaded by a surging, miscellaneous and
sometimes tumultous crowd! We think it
better to have something of exclusiveness
about the court, and its functions, and vet
a court to which the humblest subject
has the right of ultimate appeal. Some
may like to address the chief executive
as “Mr.”—we do mot care for such mys-
tery, we prefer a plain majesty. And we
Lprefer a throne safe-guarded by aneient
usages and high efficials to a desk besieged
by a hungry horde of office-seekers.

Again, we believe that a monarchy se-
cures a supreme-and impartial authority.
Recently Mr. Stead wrote an article in
the Review of Reviews entitled “Our Sov-
ereign Lord the King.” He showed that
such a title had a substantial significance,
and a very real meaning at such a crisis
as that which now obtains in England.
The King is above all parties and politic-
ians, independent- of all and respected by
all. His decision, if appeal must be made
to it, is received as final. With a presi-
dent it is not exactly thus. Though Le
may .be recognized as the head of the na-
tion, he has been sent there as nominee
of some particular’ party. An hereditary
monarch belongs to no party; he is the re-
presentative of the entire mnation. Mr,
Stead well says of our form of government:
“There is united the freedom of the re-
publican system with the order, the

corum, and the stately life of an ancient

In conclusion, we consider King Edward
in relation to God as the suprenre dis-
wser of all events.

't has Peen eaid that on such occasions
as this we deify man. That is, I am sure,
far from our thoughts. We do not dispar-
age the Giver when we admire the gift.
tather do we praise the Giver when we
prize the gift. Through this device we

remember One who is King of Kings,
and whose kingdom ruleth over all—ope

cording to their kind, by assailing thel
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by whom kings rule and princes decree
justice.

Both Victoria and Edward were giits
from God. He must be blind, indeed, who
cannot see the hand of (God in their
reigns. Because the Lord loved His people
—not only the British people, but His be-
lieving people, He made Edward king over
them. We see the providence of God in
preserving him so long, in preparing him
so fully, and in enabling him to perform
his high duties so perfectly.

Physicians gave elaborate explanations of
the cause of the fatal sickness, and others
have intimated that worry over matters
of government had much to do with what
they regard as the king’s premature death.
But back of secondary causes is the first
great cause. It was God's purpose, we
cannot but believe that determined this,
to us, most sad event.

What can it be? He may have taken
away our beloved king from the evil to
come. e may have removed him that
the political elements which were engaged
in a conflict all too bitter, might be har-
monized beneath the shadow of this na-
tional bereavement. It may be that lle
is teaching us to depend less upon human

prudence, and more on the wisdom which
cometh from above. It may be that He
means to humble us as a people beneath
His mighty hand, that in due time He may
the more exait us. Let us ask, wherefore
dost Thou contend with us? Let us pray
that we may know and comply with His
gracious will—whatever that may be.

Blessed be the namé of the Lord!
He alone rules among the armies of
heaven and the inhabitants of earth. To
him be the glory and dominion forever
and ever.

“The God of Abraham praise,,

Who reins enthroned above,

Ancient of everlasting days,

And God of love
Jehovah, great 1 am!
By eagth and heaven confest;
We bow and bless the sacred name,
Forever blest.”

Finally, we say that the best tribute we
can pay our late beloved. king is to avow
our whole-hearted allegiance to his son
and successor. We are thankful that our
present king has arvived at a full matar-
ity of years; that he brings a blameless
character to the throne and that he seems

to have much of fitness for his august

It is true that he bears a name
which is not the most highly respected in
the annals of British kings. But we hope
and believe that he will redeem it from
all untoward associations; that he will im-
part to it fresh lustre; that he” will coyer
it with glory.

We welcome with joyous acclaim his
consort, our new queen. We know that
she will follow in the beautiful footsteps
of her immediate predecessors. She will
bring to the court the influence of a
strong, pure, sweet and domestic personal-
ity. Not only will she have an ennobling
effect upon those in high circles, where she
moves, she will also set a Jofty example
to the womanhood of the empire. Honor
to our king and queen. May their reign
be long and prosperous; may they flourish
gloriously; may heaven’s richest benedic-
tion abide upon them.

Tong live the King!

Giod save the King!

position,

“*Send him victorious, ,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save the King!”




