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ta the very obvions aliglit w hich h-id been cat whuie aystemn, sbouid uot n0w be entertained,
uoon mie on the ground that probabir your and ibat the final decision offlthe matier be de-
knowledge off my views on tbe general question terred until if became reasonably clear that
did ot encourage you to expeet 1 wouid iook settiement aiang the probable route off sncb
witb inuicl favaur upun, or render raucb as- rýaiiwsy would justify its construction.
sistance tuward ccrryiug ont the objeet y--m I deairs ta express my extremo regret at
had lin iiew. parting ffromn my colleaguos, and under the con-

Witb the Most extreme regret, Sur Wilfrid, ditions wbieh bave made tbis atep necesaary.
1 feel compelled ta tender 3 ou my resignatian, WVitb mnany off My associates at tbe council
wbich I bave to beg s-ou wil 11 aud to Ris Ex- board il bas been a great pleasurs ta me to acý
celiency without deiay. Tbis resignation yott during the pat seven 3 ears. If. it is ta be a
musc treat as fluai. The action wbicb bas be-rn final separation, I assure y-ou I witbdraw witb
takenl since Saturdar lasc, lin subruiîting to a uersonal feelings off tbe frieufiliest character.
eau 'us ot supporters ut tbe goveruimeut. in par- Will y-ou Sur Wilfrid, aceept my grateful ap-
lismneut tbe transcontinental raîlîs .y pruosi- o)reciation off the compliment and bonour con-
tiaous, ideutically in the torm fiu wbicb tbey terred uipou me wbcn you invitefi me tu cake
were adopied by counicil, assures me tbat tbe a scat in tbe cabinet et is formation in 1896.
govertîntetît bas fully resais cd lu take tbe res- Yours ffaitbfully,
pousibility off asising parliament ta appros e
tlîem. (Sgd.) AND'W G. BLAIR.

lis case yu may tbink tIse action w hieh bas Titis letterua tI1 liait- sa i, oasnile,w i
been takien is nt irrevocable, sud toasvoid tie exception of the refereuce to the Rail-
any possible misuniderstanding on the question, s-a y Comnittee Bill, w-hieu I w-rote andi
I feel s ouglit ta repeat tu y-ou the conditions
upon w bhich I îvuid be diaposed, if y-ou su de- lititideti to tise riglit lion. gentleman the
sired. ta turtlier contider my actioti ii titis lir,4 ii-tu mu Moifly tIlt liii oftl t>iil v3.
Masriter. Lt wss lielt over under the circunastanees

I would reluire chat the goverument sbauld I hsave detaileti to you; sud w-len i gave
ai)anidan its proet jntentio mîtii hay expluttatioe su tite biter I have

lat. Of building or autborizîug tbe building ut mest reati. 1 nccontpaîîied it witlt a further
a lis ut railw ay to Monctoni, îvbicls îvoîld lie«
parelleliug sud lestrao ing tîhe Intercoloniai letter dateti l8îh Jul3-. whltih I wihl also
or building or autbarizing tbe building ut any 110w, witli yottr permission, rend to lte(
other lineofu relaay more renînte tram tic lut- Ho0IlSe :
tercoluuiisl. unitil the neefi ut sncb lsttcr rail- My dear Sur Wilfrid,-As I biad not delivered
wav becomes apparent, sud pruper curvcvs sudluyo tyletrofbeliinatunba

ahugl stma sfis oa ae iatmae u day, 0w iug to 3-unr request tbat I aboulfi defer
tboroughey cide f med d h proceeding w'itb action for a da3 or 1wo ta eahi 3 ou lu tbink

2nd.~~~~ Tbe idsu m sae tters over stîl turîlier, I liavec thougit, Ihata raiiway from Quebec ta W'innipeg. Tbo gov- 1 tgi upesn ba otiucto n
ermuent shuuld be contenu wirb dpcl-ring lu- Iiigi upeetta omncto n
self in fsvour off the policy off building a gav- .uggcst mneans wberebs- a commun understand-
erumeut lins tram Quebc lu tbe prairies, sud ing un tbe railway question couîf y-cc be crrived
acrusa tbe prairies to tic Paciflc coast, asso, titienuy ol-ge an utseit.
s the neefi saal arise suad in tic meanîtuse * Let mie stale our pocsittoni on tue msin ques-
fliat tiarliament be asked for an anioni lu eu- tlu: My decidefi prefer-unce is for a goverument.
able a tlsorougb exploraion cf tbe coîutry la oîvned sud goveruiment upcraîcdi rciiway across
be Made, su tbat it migit be possible ta jîidge flbe continent, sud uîy- chief reesun for favour-
w-ictber or not a suitalîle traiffie pradncing ing Lt is tbat it siill bav e ant equaizing sud re-
route cauld ho ffonnd ibrougli tbis district, sud, gulatîng influence upan aIl otbcr railo as
its coct sud tbe i-harceler sud conditions of tbroughouc tbe o-est?'ru >crriturs-. lu Ibis visw
tbe country Ibrungi w-bieb Lt ta lu piss ascer- I am practiecliy cloue, sud thorotor,' I admoit
t afil ed.- au. once tbat tbîs proposition must lie laid acide.

I wouîf furîbher s> ipulate tBut tbe cabinet bas decidcd tbat tbe goveru-
Srd.Tbst if sncb a route ta founfi praclicable nient shahl builfi baîf w-as acrosa tbe continenit

sud gave p)romnise of a fair nîcasure off traffie as a goverrnteut road, namneiy, ictweeu Quebse
a railacy shoulfi he hîîilt by goi-crumcut sud \Winnipeg, sud wien bult. shahl lease tbe
tbratîgb, if thbe goveruniet siould s0 dccIl p saute tu tbe Grand Truuk Pue fie suad as ta
a commtision, raiber tbsn 1i. the goverumnent tbhe ohm-r bclf, il lias been detcrnîinedi, as I un-
it self dirc ci ly, sud tai a contraic t for sucb derstand, ibat liheral goscrunctit aid ebali he
construction asanuld be lot, oulY afler, upen sund gisen tibe camne comipanly to hnild cudtI Iereafter
oublie compelîtion. lu uwn to tbe cuast.

4ti. Thati wben built sud readv for aperat tan. To tbis motde off sois ing lb' rcilway prahlcm
sncb railssay ahouîd not be isnded over ta aun I v1ar dccidedy opposed. At besti k is c by-brid
ore eNtsting railw sy couapaus- undepr lease but sceeme, involviug tbe couiprotuise of tan an-
htai, tic saiep siuld be oneratrd cubher hi- tic re.gonistic principlea, and wiii lie followcd. as
gox-ciýiruiit Lt slf. Irutlia commissiot ina- ls tîsuial iii conîprotîtises uft ilat inid, by un-
poiutocd for, flie otîrpase, if qr prefcrrcd. or hs- satisfcory recuits. It will cao feul lu saisx-
a trustr -ompusefi off lte represeutetives of tic tie exponenîts off cuber view". Il will be diffi-
dittei ut railIa sa w%-btc-h mizlit intcttd 10 tise euit tu caplain w-by gos errnient slsould iîîild
Ih uinder direct goveremnt supervision snd sud on tic lest> setion cf tits relws y, sud
con'roi : sud ibat sncb furm of feeiling si-h pros ide a cumpany svitb guverumleut credit ta
tbe question off operaftion or mni.iagemeut shoot] ensile tient lu hniid sud operale tic fat sec-
tecie Iater affecr a tuIler lçinow-ledge of the tion.
focs sud mature eibrin.It is cutenipted co justify tbe eater propo-

5ti, Tiat tie poliey of zivitg a prent gîter sitin front Queben lu Winnipe-g on tie groîînd
entre or ailier aid lu flic nmnany la build -s tbat a great railwas- higbia. wilI ibus lie as-
raioi-ý, Lut contintîslion of tbe Qiteice W'inninegz sured. open ta auy sud ail off tbe wcernlii rail-
lice tiroutali tic fertile u)rqirie district. tie -ass to conneet witb it. sud wiu tarigit tk
Most ialîable n'14 prouîisinz section uf tic ibeir trains ind-'pendenîl- over ibis conimuon

MoIn. Mr. BLAIR.


