
18« A CENTURY OP SAIL AND STEAM

With the increasing Bteamem we had abundant deokroom which we desired to fill, particularly for the after-
noon tnp. This might be effected by getting the employ-
ers of some of the specific lines of business to close their
establishments at 1 o'clock on Saturdays.

An "Early cloring movement" was quietly inaugurat-
ed groups engaging in the same business were canvassed
and agreements arranged for simultaneous closing The
retail music stores were the first to put up the notices, and
Kere foUowed by other lines of trade, as the public took
gladly to the idea, until in four or five years the practice
beca.re well nigh universal and a "Saturday afternoon for
«ccr«a<fon, Sunday for rest" had been obtained. That it
has been a boon to many i^ without doubt., and the CityM the better for the many outings which are now available
for the Saturday afternoon holiday.

Thus do great things from little movements grow.
^Mr. John Poy was appointed President in February.

1902, and Mr. B. W. Polger, who had done splendid ser-
vire m the steamboating interests in the Thousand Islands
and St. Lawrence River was appointed General Manager
With him began a whole series of improvements and of
expansion, which has continued with increasingly good re-

The regularity with which the steamers of the Niagara
Line have made their passages has always been prover-
bial, contributed to by the seaworthiness of the vesseb and
the seamanship of their officers. Prom earliest days, but
Binee somewhat modified, we had adopted the principle
learned from the Kingston and Holyhead mail steamers,
whose route was somewhat analogous to ours, a quick run
across open water with a narrow entrance at each end, that
It was best to run the steamer at a regular gait and even


