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as to render it more acceptiMy to their

followers and induce them (o chanj^e their

minds. Moreover, sujjporters of thf^ govern-
ment do not like to see their side beaten, and
besides, members of the II:)use do not usually

wish to have an election held before the regular
time, because elections are uncertain and expen-
sive. Therefore, the government generally finds

it an easy matter to persuade its followers to
assist in passing all the legislation that is

required.

In addition to the measures which the govern-
ment introduces, a great many bills are brought
in by private members. Some of these pass,

many do not pass, while others never really

come before the House at all. We shall be
able to understand this put of the subject

better when later we study how parliamene
does its work.

Note.—Before a proposed law has passed the houses of parlia-
ment and has been assented to by the governor-general, it is known
as a " bill." Afterwards it is called an "act of parliament" or a
••statute." An act of iwirlianient may come into force as a " law,"
as soon as it has passed the Houses and received the royal assent,
or .t may be intended to come into force at a later time.


