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EXTRACTSfrom tieport of James McEvoy, Geolo-
gist and Alining Engineer, Member of the In-
stitution of Mining and Metallurgy, London,
Eng, formerly Member of the Staff of the Geo-
logical Survey of Ottawa, on the property of the
British Columbia Anthracite Syndicate, on the
Upper Skeena River, B. C.

Toronto, Nov. 21»t, 1911,

To The B. ('. Anthracite Symlkaic of Quebec,

DKAB .S|K8:—

"HtT.wiHi I franKiiiit to you my n'port on youp vWum on the
W.St Fork of tit.' Sk.vnn Uiv, r al.oiit (Jrounil llofj Mountain.

(^i.'sli..ns sui-li MS til.' .ost of .oal an.l injirk.-ts liavc n.)t 1 n
(l.'Hit wit'h, iM Ih.st' art' always s|i.'.-ulativ<' and I'spwially so in tlu
ease of a new field.

I luiv.' n.) doubt, howt'V.'r, l.ijt that a large Miarkct can he found
for this eoal and at «ood ijri.vs. Tli.' douH'sti' nuirket will l»e tli.'

moHt ini|>ortant at first and in this eonneetion as the c'oj<l is pra.--
ti.ally sniok.'I.HH, an.l as it will not make dust and dirt all ovor a
house in the way the soft eoals of the West invariably do, it will be
self-advertising.

The totul cost of mining given by Mr. Campbell-Johnston, at
i|'2.14 is if anything rather liigh, at least for the first four or five
years. However, time alone will tell exactly, a.s there are always
special problems of mining in each individual colliery.

I would sugKcst that the coal should not be sold for less than
!(i4.00 per ton 2,()00 Hw. P. O. B. the mine. This is m.-ntioncd be-
cause our experience has shown that the most common mistake made
in starting new collieries in the West has been to sell the coal at
too low a figure.

Care should be taken to have proper screening an.l picking
table facilities installetl In-fore the coal is placed upon the market
so that it may have a good name from the start.

The cost of a plant to operate when fully equipped, wilj he
about !|!l,r)00,no()., but the exin-nditurc of this, amount will spread
over three .>: four years. In fact it would be wise to have the first

tipple a temporary home-made one, so that experience may show
just what is required for a permanent structure.


