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has in (he main been ousted from tliat le-^itimate share of itui.i.^.xe
whicli I may call its j-risdiction in the case. A suhject •• pan.-
nlfunit wei-ht goes before the people at tho time when the class*^.^-,

having leisure, and usually contributing most to form and guide
public opinion, are scattered, as disjointed units, over the face of
this and of other countries. In default of Parliamentary action
and a public concentrated .-s usual, we must proceed as we can'
with impaired means of appeal. But honor, dutv, compassion'
and I must add shame, ure sentiments never in a state of cowa'
The working men of the country, whose condition i.^ less affected
than that of others by the season, have to their honor led the way
and shown that the great heart of Britain has not ceased to beatAnd the large towns and cities, now following in foops, are echo-
ing back, each from its own place, the mingled notes of horror
pam, and indignra/on.

Let them understand that the importance of their meetin-s on
th,s occasion ,: least, cannot be overrated. As Inkerman' was
the soldier s battle, so this is the nation's crisis. The nnestion is
not only whether unexampled wrongs shall receiv .-c nd and
righteous condemnption, but whether the onlv effective security
shall be taken against its repetition. In order to take this
security, the nation will have to speak through its Government •

but we now see clearly that it muse first teach its Government"
almost as it would teach a lis Mig child, what to say. 2^^en will
be t.ken out of the way of an united Europe the sole efficient
obstacle to the punishment of a gigantic wron^r

I have thus far endeavored to describe how'it has come about
that he nation, deprived of its most rightful and most constitu-
tiona a.os has been called upon at the season when the task
would under ordinary circumstances be impossible, to choose
between leaving its most sacred duties unperformed, and taking
the performance of them primarily into its own hands
Had the call upon the country been only that of Servia, Bosnia

anc. the Herzegovina, it would have been a grave one. But" it isnow graver far. By a slow and difficult process, the details ofwhich I shall presently consider, and through the aid partlv ofnewspaper correspondence, and partly of the authorized agent^f aforeign State, but not through our o;vn Parliament, or Adminis-
tration, or establishments abroad, we now know in detail that there
have been perpetrated, under the immediate authority of a Goverr-ment to which all the time we have been giving the stronges^


