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XVlll INTRODUCTION

arras.* The fame of the deeds of the past and

present generations in the various battle-fields where
the robust sons of Albion have fought and conquered,

surrounds the British arms with a halo of glory

;

these achievements will live in the page of history to

the end of time.

The records of the several regiments will be found

to contain a detail of facts of an interesting character,

connected with the hardships, sufferings, and gallant

exploits of British soldiers in the various parts of the

world, where the calls of their Country and the com-

mands of their Sovereign have required them to

proceed in the execution of their duty, whether in

• " Under the blessing of Divine Providence, His Majesty ascribes

the successes which have attended the exertions of his troops in Egypt to

that determined bravery which is inherent in Britons; but His Majesty

desires it may be most solemnly and forcibly impressed on the consideration

of every part of the army, that it has been a strict observance of order, dis-

cipline, and military system, which has given the full energy to the

native valour of the troops, and has enabled them proudly to assert the

superiority of the national military character, in situations uncommonly
arduous, and under circumstances of peculiar difficulty."

—

General

Orders in 1801.

In the General Orders issued by Lieut.-Gen6ral Sir John Hope (after-

wards Lord Hopetoun), congratulating the army upon the successful result

ofthe Battle of.Corunna, on the 16th of January, 1809, it is stated :—" On
no occasion has the undaunted valour of British troops ever been more

manifest. At the termination of a severe and harassing march, ren-

dered necessary by the superiority which the enemy had acquired, and

which had materially impaired the efficiency of the troops, many disad-

vantages were to be encountered. These have all been surmounted by

the conduct of the troops themselves ; and the enemy has been taught,

that whatever advantages of position or of numbers he may possess, there

is inherent in the British officers and soldiers a bravery that knows not

how to yield,—that no circumstances can appal,—and that will ensure

victory; when it is to be obtained by the exertion of any human means."


