
AMlSK-Af'CIDKNT.

-Am.have nn wnrdH nf abuse in llicir Inii^uugf.

Ctc, " AiNim."

93. ABUSE, Ferional. Millou, hi/ SuhiKtmitH.

If liny on(! IbinkH Hint {;liissi<'«l HtiulicM of

thcniHelvoH ciiltivnU; llic tiiHti; iind tin- sciili

montH, l(!t him look into SiiliniisiiiH's Hfn/Hiimin.

Tlicrc. he will sc*; Ww first Hchoiiir of his ajre not

thinking; il iinlHH'oniin^ to tiiiint .Miiloii witli his

blin(in»!HH, in Hiich linigiiiifi;c ns this : "A |>ui)i)y,

once my pretty little man, now lije'ir-cyed, or

lalhoni blindjiiif? ; havinf,' never had any mental

vision, he has now lost his bodily sij;ht" ; a silly

<!OXf;omb, fancying himseli' a beauty ; an iinetean

beast, with nothing more biinian idtoiil him than

his (futtcring eyelids; the tiltest doom for him
would be U) hani^ him on the highest gallows,

and set his heair on the Tower of London."
These are some of the iiuivilities, not by any
means the most revolting, but such as I dare re-

produce, of this literary warfare.

—

I'attison's

Milton, eh. 9.

34. ABUSE, Slanderous. \(iix>l<<>i, f. The
English prciss teemed with . . . abu.se. . . . lie

was a . . . demon inhuman form. He was a

robb(!r and a mi.ser. i)lundering the treasuries of

nations that hv might hoard his countless mill-

ions ; and he was also a profligate and a spend-

thrift, squandering upon his lusts the wealth of

empircH. He was wallowing in lieentiou.sness,

his camp a harem of pollution, ridding himself,

by (Mison, of his eoncubines ... at the same
time he was phi/nicall// ait, iinhenlc—a monstei'

whom Go<l in His displeasure had depnved of

the passions and powers of healthy manhood.
He was an idol whom the entraneed people . . .

worshipped. . . . He was also a sanguinary,
heartless, merciless butcher.

—

Aiiiiott's N.\ro-
i,E«)N B., vol. 1, eh. 9.

35. ABUSE, Success by. Politicx. Some pretty

rough polfticians used to find tl;e way to Wash-
ington from the Western 8tates, fifty or .si.xty

years ago. Matthew Lyon was one of these,

a man of great note in his day. Jo.siah Quincy
once asked him how he obtiuned an election to

the Hou.se of Representatives .so soon after his

emigration to Kentucky. He answered, "By
establishing myself at a cro.ss-roads, which
everybody in the district passed from time to

time, and abusing the sitting member."

—

Cvclo-
I'.KDIA OF BlOOUAPIIY, \y. 756.

36. AOOESS, Humble. To Row. Emp. Diode-
tian. The sumptuous robes of Diocletian and
his succes,sor8 were of silk and gold ; and it is

remarked with indignation, that c^ven their shoes
were studded with the most precipus gems.
The access to their sacred i)er.son was every day
rendered more difficult by the institution of new
forms and ceremonies. . . . When a subject
was at length admitted to the Imperial presence,

he was obliged, whatever might be his rank, to

fall prostrate on the ground, and to adorr, ac-

cording to the Ea.stem fashion, the divinity of

his lord and master.

—

Gibhon'h Romk, ch. 18.

37. ACCIDENT, Destiny by. Bnml. [Duchy
of Bethlem Gabor.] An unexpected accident

had given p. singidar turn to the dispute as to

the successir n of Juliers. This duchy was still

ruled conjointly by the Electorate House of

Brandenburg and the Palatine of Neuburg
;

and a marriage between the Prince of Neuburg
and a Princess of Brandenburg was to have in-

separably united the interests of the two houses.

Hut the whole scheme was upset by a box on
the ear, which, in a drunken brawl, the Elector

of Brandenburg unfortunately inflicted upon hJH

inteiKh'd son in law. From this moment the

good understanding between the twoliouH««waH

at an end. The I'ri'ice of Neuburg emlmiced
l)opery. The hand of a ])riiicess of Bavaria re-

warded his apostasy, and the strong sujiport of

Havaria and Spaiii was the natuial result of

both. To secure to the Palatine the exclusive

])os.sessi(>n of .(uliers, the Spanish troops from
the Netherlands were marched into tht; Palati-

nate. To rid himself of these guests, the ElcK'tor

of Branch-nburg called the Flemings to his assist-

ance, whom h(! sought to propitiate by (tmbracing

the Calvinist religion.—TiiiHTV Ykakh' Wau,

3N. ACCIDENT, Distress by. Hiin-ji TI. of
h'rinier. [Henry's daughter Elizabeth was to be

married to Philip, and his sister Margaret to the

Duke of Savoy.] Magnificent rejoicings took

place at Paris during the summer of 1559 in

ceh^bration of these royal iiui)tials. Lists wens
erected in front of the jialace of the Tournelles,

and a splendid tournanieiil was held, at which,
on the 27th of June, the king himself, supported
by the Duke of Guise and two other princes,

niaintained the field against all antngonists.

Henry, who was an admirable cavalier, tri-

unii)haiitly carried off the honors of the day
;

but toward the close; of it, having imfortunately
chosen to iim a course with Montgomery, cap-

tain of his Scottish guards, the lance of the stout

knight shivered in the encounter, and the broken
truncheon, entering the king's eye, penetrated
to the brain. Henry languished eleven days in

great suffering, and expired . . . in the forty-first

year of his age.

—

Students' Hist, of Fkance,
ch. 15, ^ 7.

39. ACCIDENT, Eevolntion by. •' SlriUan Vea-

jXTti." As the citizens of Palermo flocked to

vespers on one of the festivals of Easter week,
March 80, 1282, a French soldier grossly insulteil

a young and be^uitiful Sicilian maiden in the
presence of her betrothed husband ; the latter in-

stantly drew his dagger and stabbed the offender
to the heart. This was the signal for a violent
explosion of popular fury; cries of " Death to
the French !" resounded on all .sides ; upward of
two hundred were cut down on the .spot, and
tlu! ma.ssacre was continued in the streets of Pa-
lermo through the whole night. From the cap-
ital the insurrection spread to Messina, from
.Messina to the other towns of the island ; every-
where the French were ruthlessly butchered,
without distinction of age, sex, or condition ;

the total number of the slain is said to have ex-
ceeded eight thou.sand. Such was the terrible
catastrophe of the "Sicilian Vespers."

—

Stu-
HKNTs' Hist, of Fkanck, eh. 9, ^ 10.

30. ACCIDENT, Saved by. Thomas Paine.
During the Reign of Terror Thomas Paine wa.s
imprisoned, but was saved from the guillotine,
apparently by an accident. The door of his
room was marked for the executioner, but the
sign was made on it while it was open ; and at
night, when the terrible messenger usually ar-
rived, the mark was on the inside, and, as he
himself says, " the destroying angel passed by."
Stkvkxs's Metiiouism, Book 7. ch. 1,

&.fe.i


