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nation of tho lule Ministry, involving, ns it docs, tho vital principlo of

Uosponsible Government. There Ims aiwiiys boon u gronl anxiety innnifostod

on iho part of the Crown, both in our own ami la oilier countrio.s, to mnintaiti

its prerogatives subject to as lilllo control as possible, and it ought not,

therefore, to havo been a matter of much surprise that the people of this

Provir.co had to pass through a long struggle to obtain tliat Just eontrol over

Iho prerogative which their fellow subji-'cts in Hiilain oblaineil at the time of

the Kevolution of UiSS. IJut we have a right to ( .\i)re.ss surpfiso when wo
find that, after all the difficulties that havo bficu experienced in this Province,

owing to iho want of constitutional gov(;rninent, aftrr our long anil arduoua

contest having terminated, as we wero kd tobidicve it had, by the cnnce.ssion of

the great principle of Rcspousible LJoverumeni, as practiced in Kiii^hind, the

Imperial Governmont are determined 'o mulco another struggle, a fruitless and

absurd ono it must be, to support the Governor of Canada in an unduo exer-

cise of the Koya! Prerogative. Attempts have been made, gentlemen,

to induce you to belivo that Responsible Govornmr;nt is fully admitied by tho

distinguished individual at tho head of the government. It is true, indeed,

that the term Responsible Government has been used,- but that is not what wo
want. We must have l!io substance, not the shadow. Tho very object of

Uesponsiblo Governmont is to coUli.;' i!ie iiremgativo, by providing tho

Governor vviih advisers possessed ol ])nblic coiifiilunec!. If, however, tho

Governor is to mako appointments to oiliee, either without or against tho

advice of his responsible advisers, it must be obvious to every man of common
understanding that all the advantages of Responsible Government would bo

lost. Can you ir agine for ono moment, gentlemen, that any set of men will

remain in oHice if appointments are to be mado prejudicial to their influence ?

The very idea is absurd. A government ac'ing i,. such a manner as to

destroy itself! And yet the Governor declares, m almost every one of his

answers to addresses, that the appointments arc to be made without referenco

to party considerations. Notvviihstanding this declaration, gentlemen, I fear

that none of us, no matter how well qualified we may be to iill ollicc, will bo

honored with an offer. Indeed 1 should liiivo a very poor opinion of the judg-

ment of those who would make us one—unless with the view of purchasing

either silence or support. Nothing, I confess, has appeared to me more
absurd than the complaints made against the laio ministry because they would
not consent to remain in ollico while appointtnon's were made for which they

W6ro held responsible, and which were prfjudicial to their influence. I know
that in England the statesman who would submit to such a system of government
would be looked upon as bereft of his senses. Let me, gon'lemcn, give you a prac-

tical illustration of the efTcct of such a system. I will suppose that I havo been

elected your representative, pledged to tho prinei|)les which 1 havo always

maintained, viz., that all classes of the people should bo placed on a footing

of perfect equality as regards religious and educational endowments, and that

the people should bo allowed the entire management of their own local affairs.

I will suppose that persons of tho some political opinions are in the majority

in Parliament, and on tho pririciples of Responsible Government, that the

Provincial Ministry of which I am a member, profess the same opinion. I

will next suppose that a vacancy occurs in one of the District oflices, and
thfit it is filled up by the appointment of the party of the minority, a man


