
86 A TOUR THROUGH

Publications had been iffued through the

news-papers in Philadelphia, to found the

public opinion, as to a war w^ith Canada.—

•

Every mifreprefentation, as to the (late of

the popular opinion was fought for, and great

encouragement was given by many in the

States, to fuch as were folicitous for convul-

lions. At this tin^, the peopk of Canada,

were not projefting trouble for the Stares,

but as far as pofTible, encouraging a friendly

intercourfe, and reciprocal good offices.

\ The Catholic religion had been aflauhed,

ind treafures devoted to pious ufes were feized

upon in France :—Armies, and the leaders in

the nev/ government, were dividing the pro-

perty of temples, religious houfes, and afyl-

ums for poverty and difeafc, and for the

young and defcacelefs

Reformation was the pretext: This flame

was begun in a great degree in the States,

and a few were ready to give it free courfe in

the provinces. The clergy from France at

this time took great pains with the Canadi^

atis, to lead them to fubordination to go-

vernment, and to preferve themfelves from

mafiacres and deftruftion. They favv that

the Catholics were profcribed, and chat t!ic


