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whofe (9^10^9* if) th^^f^inary cpurfe of things,

ibe body .of th^ people have na^ontroui.
T
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XI. Accordingly we find that thofe princes,

or other eminent and ambitious n^en, who have

aimed at making themfelves abfolute maOiprs of

ihc ftateathcy lived in, have always begun the

execution of that defign by drawing to them-

felves, ;and uniting in their own perfons, the

fcveraldifFcrcol gC€»t .in^gidracies of the ftate

:

as.icvcaai .'kings iii Europe have taken to them-

£blye& the ieveral greai ffSkes in theif refpcdivc

XIL I'believe, howevi?ri that |the puce here-

ditary ariftocracy that is eftabllQied in the feveral

commonwealths of Italy may not make thofe go-

vernments quite fo abfolute as thofe ofthe Turk-

ifli and other Afiatic monarchies. The greatnefs

of the number of the ptagiftrates, who are in-

verted with the powers of govinment in thofe

republicks, may probably fomewhat foften the

exercife of the powers belonging to the magif-

tracies themfelves; all the nobles are not always

engaged in the fame defigns j and different tri-

bunals, though formed of the fame body of

the nobility, are compofed of different members

of


