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sliovels and wlieell)ai'i'((\v.s and a pound nt'

hard: tack eacli man, the iirst liaid day's
woik of the caiiij)aiifM eniiiineM''e(I.
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Tf2e Idol of OuF fipeat Western
Jiome.

in' c. M. coimox.

Ol'l! visitors wliether, tliey come
via tli(!(.'re;it Lakes, or round tlie

i-oek ,1,'ii-t north sliore of I^ake

^upi'rior, will find I'ort Arthur
siiiilinn- iuid I'osy, always lliei'e to

ipeu tlie dooi' and welcome (hem, and in

due (oursi) pass them on. and into the
front parloi-, wliere sits Winnipeg- l)lythlv

enlertainiiii,' her many suitors, tlios^e

who come via Duluth. (
'lii( aL'.o and St.

Paul, find much to interest them on
the way, and were our idol less fascin-

ating', interesting and wealthy in nature's
l)le.ssinj,'s that! she is, her cjiances of re-

tainiiii,' all her heau.x would i)e coiiNider

ably reduced. {''fom the west they come
too. The ])asses of tlu^ l!o^•i^y Miiuntams
are lieini;- made to echo with the word
Winnipeg, as her many old friiMids return
to tlunr Iirst love.

And yet, it is not long since sh" made
her debut, oidy ten years since the fame
of her attractions was noised al)road, and
the first cariiage diawii by the snorting
iron race horses of the aij;e, came galh p-

iug up th(> valley of the lied, ;uid pull 'd

u\) at her door. Since then the \irgin

prairi(! has been ma(h> to tremble under
the clattering footfalls and the thundering
impetuosity of these el)on chargers hurry-
ing with their living burden.s, and loads
of treasure to the home of this fair dam-
sel. When she took up her abodi; on the
rim of th(> wide, wide western world, (if

which sh(! has ever since li:M'n and ever
will be the champion, she was not with-
out d(>lractors. Sisti c towns, envious of

her growing prestige, spoke unkindly of

her. How clamorously they jxiinted to

their own merits, and talked .and talked
among themselves, and to whoever would
listen, al)out the (latness and nastine.ss

and the impudence of this young thing

that had set up an establishment at the
juiH'tion of the Ited !ind the Assinniboine.
I>ut she had come to stay. Her friends
;ind lo\-ers Hocked in thousands to her
liortaj s, till she w,is comjielled ro eida-ge
her rfomicile. ~-^

_

She bfgaii to .-ippi-ecii^^te her own great
ness and call herself the '^' (latew.ay of the
(ireat and Crowing (ii;in;\ry of the (iold
en Wfst," -The Heart City," 'The Hull's
Kye," etc., etc. Infac^tslie now deems
herself the unapproachable but unap
|>roa(hal>lc in (uie scn.se oidl. for her doz-
en railways render her apprfiachable from
every point of the compassi She is not
put out by anything that/ may now be
lie .said of her. She thrives jdikc on cal

umny, persecution or praise. Like l\ T.
Harnum, she •' does not c;ire' what thev
say of her so long as tluiyf.say something.
How majestically she wejirs her coronet,
and how gorgeous the ghus th.at adorn
the Hashing cor.selet of \Vinnipei;-.

Insofar.as she is dependent for her
sjilendor on the de\-elopmcnt .ind wealth
of the keystone j)r()vin(ie .M;initol);i, of
which she is the cajiital, sdie has attained
to it in spite of the dreaniy do nothing-
ness of Canada's iimnigration department:
in spite of the isolation of .Manitolia with
r(|ference to all Eastern Can.ada :, in spite
of the imaginary line drawn across~s4ic
American coi\tinent, shutting her ))eople^
out from theii- wealthy, friendly and clos-

est nciirhboi's : in spite of the" ridiculous
ami falaciotis opinions still tenaciously
held by ten(lerfeetrcgar(lingthe"strengtii"
of the ozone ch.irged prairie atniosplieiv.
I say that -in spite of these and unnamed
diKadv;intages,\Vinni])eghas, by her inate
power and liy sheei' torec of fa\oriiig cir-

cumstances forged far .ahead of .-ill I'om-
jietitors in t\w. race for prominence and
power. The fav,)ring circumstances that
have in the past supported her, continue
to exist ;ind must multiply as the infant
empire of which she is the liead develops
more .and more towaids a lusy m.aturity.

Jler little sisters and cousins wliowen;
somewhat pi(|ued at her in the comim nce-
meiitof her citrer, have sensibly sul)sided
and .some are graceful enough to join in

the long and loud refrain Of .adul.ition

that is now filling th(> world with her
praises. Portage la Prairie long ago made
up her mind that to be a suburb of Win-


