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ftorfed it with hogs, goats, and poultry, and iifed ko
tpitch at it for water and frcfli proviiions in their re-

turn from India ; but wc do not find they ever planted

a colony here ; or, if they did, having defertfed it after-

wards, the Engltlh Eaft-India Company took pofieilion

of the iiland A. D*^ 1600, and held it till 167;^, without
interruption, when the Dutch took it by fui-prize. How-
ever, the Englifh, commanded by Capt. Munden, re-

covered it again within the fpace of a year, and took
three Dutch Eaft India fhips that lay in the road at

the fame time. The Hollanders had fortified the land^

ing place, and planted batteries of great guns to pre*

vent a dcfcent ; but the Fnglifh being acquainted with
a fmall creek where only two men could go abreaft^

climbed up to the top of the rocks in the night time,

iand appearing next morning at the backs of the Dutch,
they threw down their arms, and furrendercd the ifland

without ftrikinga ftroke : bu t, aswe have beforeobferved,
this creek has been fince fortified : fo that there is now
no place where an enemy can make a defcent with any
probability of fuccefs. >:> C^

The affairs of the Eaft-India Company are managed
here by a governor, deputy-governor, and ftorehoufe-

keeper, who have certain fettled falaries allowed, be-

fides a public table, well furnifhed, to which all com-
manders^ irtafters of ihips, and eminent pafiengers are

welcome. The natives fometimes call the refult of

their deliberations fevere impofitions ; and though re-

lief might perhaps be had from the company in Eng-
land, yet the unavoidable delays in returning anfwcrs

to addrefies at that diftance puts the aggrieved under

great hardfhips ; and on the other hand, was not the

Stuation of this ifland very ferviceable to, our home-
ward-bound Eaft-India ihips, theconftant trouble and

cxpcnce would induce the company to abandon the

iflandY for though it is furnifhed with the conveniencics

of life, the merchants find no other profitable com-
modities there. The matters of the plantations keep a

great many blacks, who, upon fe\'cre treatment, hide

themfelves


