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, 1 ; «. -f .K- .ilraeea committed by Am«Micaii citizens on the
lubject of the r,^^,P^ ^^ „,p ^^^ j^(^g^ district, mid to the affmr

•7u^lf ,
Col. Snively, whoso command had been captur-

ilh ineseiransa
^^j ,,jj,,rr„ed within the 'orritory of Texas by

' ""y ^''."" '"*ps of tlic United States. iJciicvina:, ns the, Ex-
ey are rfi<-«i veti

.^^j ^.^ ^l^^j^ ^1^^^ il^^^ auliiret wna one luuhorizinj? a
'

T^r The "f
"'"'''' " '^"'" ''M^"""'"". '^« f';ltnoi»esitnncy in speak-

)siiii. 1 re o
,

^^^^ wfnn?. In llmsa.ne mp.s.siiije, France was
e account ot l^j^^^

^^^^^^ 1^1^^^, ^^^.^^^^^ ^^^j Enjitmiii m lermn more

,
liO'eil, no'l exiireiHsiny; n cniiruleitt belief ihat all

proposed annex
j^^l^,,„p^ woiiki be redeemed in Rood faith. It

"if"' r (1
" ^'S* behevrd that Riich a courne taken by the Ex-

all 01 ine peoj^jjy^
of Texas would have a tendcney to arouse the

;st expression —grir.an people, v.-hilc it would create new feeling.s
oposition was r

J g^,^j^ji^ npprchensinns on the part of the gov-
=" the "<'«"es

„pie|^j |pj,f iiie future rel.itionH of Texas mijcht
" » considerubj

^^ d^jmble to the United Stales. It had the
' ^\"^ !'". I^^iired etTeof; for soon after these cvent.s, a proposi-
orUerea the wit,

^ ^,„3„,„jn by the United States to trert for annex-
lexation. In tl^jj^—^ mea.surr, wiiieh had been discountenanced
xas haa been r^

^^ jj^^^^ jI^^p
r^.^^^^^

j^ ^^^^ manifest that so long as
In J'^cembejjjjgg^.ji^^g,]

g,-p,,t, nnxicty for annexation, she was
Mime into powt^^.^ ^^^^ i,„li(rercnce, and her application held in
dress, denounci|^^„pg_

pj^.^^.^ ^ change of policy had become
was not 'evivi^gg.^j.y^

^^i^^j ^^^^.i^ ^ change iis would induce the
ures taken tor ifcf i|,at Texas wa.s nl)out to firm new relations
treaty was negjlj

g^f^Q f^jj^^^ country. It wna from these
in which the latl^j^j^g^jj^^pg

that the chari^e of " corpietry"
'""'^ '^

,*'-*"?'"[dle; and if the term was employed, it was in re-
tion ot the ind^pp

jp j^e United States, but n^t to Eneland. It
hnglaiiU did r^, ^^^ applicable to the relations of Texas and
2Xas accumulattjjljj^j

j,^^| ^ould but apply to our relations with
lescribe.

_
_ ^United States.

stration expireij^ ^^^ become necessary to operate upon the ap-

T^' '^^"'."^^^^'wiensions and jealousic? of the United States; to
)int a minister ^g them to exertion; and no other course was
es, with instru ^^n calculated to attain that oliject as to speak
nnexation; andjEnglgn,} j„ jg^ms of commendation,
[hat negouaiioii|i,g j^^^ existing administration of Texas had
he minister (lVjj||j^g^j,p,j under the most unfavorable auspices,
ect to the consi.^ found the country in a most lamentable condi-
s received wit^_

-pi^g institutions of the country were in chaos
hough somewh,|ij(]^„^,( means, without defences; hundreds of
f his duly
ouragement.

^# citizens prisoners in the dungeons of Mexico;

k
'

r h
"wdence between man and man destroyed; the

)iion of the pro^P^^gPf ,,,„[ respected; nc sympathies from

^*^^ivi™"V'^*'^'
'^" Indian war raging on our borders; Mex-

;essor, Mr. V;^!
,.g(jjy ^^ invade us from the Rio Grande; the

ferred to the i^^o^^j undefended; the navy in foreign service;
hicn he was a^^gi of our counties in civil war, and open resist-
in. He diu Tq^ (q ^j^g laws; and without five hundred pounds
m tho responpo^gr a„(j ig^j (^ defend our soil.
there was litiunder these circumstances had application been
fterwards, a pr^awed for admission into the Union. How dif-
ive of Texas fij„( ^ere the circumstances under which annexa-

lfi'*^°*
^^'tt was consummated! Texas had assumed a

ded was receive^j, a^j ^^ore imposing attitude. She had realized
iirca, resident tjorrency composed of the precious metals; peace

!i"
'" "'ij' P''^ been re.otored with the Indians; our citizens

fices of ii'')glar^ged from prison; our internal condition was
I, our ministJifiy^ ^nj ^^e law restored; at peace with Mexi-
tnwards openir^ Ind o^r independence recognised by that power;
upon the Subje^ seaboard free from invasion; Texas tranquil,
government. 4 respected by other nations,
he proclamation ^^a in this condition that she became an inte-
;he Secretary

vernment of til

for annexatiq

:t was no lung

then fol!awiii|

itting his annua

ibject of annei
[ly upon certa^

part of the United States. She did not enter
this Union as a suppliant. No. Tthe last over-

\ for annexation was made by the United States,

"by Texas. Texas was more coy than forward,
overture was received with as much coyness

lier part as the United States had previously
~6d towards her. I have said, Mr. President,

that fihe was not a suppiinnt. She came into thin

confederacy as a sovereign and intfejiendent State.

She brought with her as warm attachments to re-

publican institutions as those of any other State rep-
re "ited in this clin iher. If she did not make her
aii. lit with all the pririij 'lernulia ".f brid.'l array,

she brnuglit a nation for hor dowry, and the heuits

of Ireenien for her jew U.

Ill the cour.se of mis delnto tlie si 'ijeet of war has
been udver'ed to wiili its ilemornliz'i.g influence and
desolating conseqiienres. It wa.s r maxitn of the
veneral)le Macon that war was ner. ssary to such a
i^overnmenl as ours at Icjst onre 'n every thirty

years, i hope that condition of th- iga has run out
with us, and that wisdom will obviate the necessity

fur many years to come. Yet war may someiimes
be productive of good; it may be a t leans of ridding

a community of restless and turbult nt spirits whom
nothing can govern but th», iron rod of military rule.

It embodies 8u;;h men at hast, and places them in a
situation where, if they are not kille

submit to control, and are ixiidcie'

law; and if they shovi'd sur-i

of battle, tliey return better n.

community. War lius it^ evil.s, bu

1 off, ihcy must
auburdiiiate to

i the dangers
mbers of th"

: not to the ex-
tent, or of the character, iiriagined mid described by
an honorable senator. The la.st Wi.r of the United
States was not entirely productive of evil; on the

contrary, it called forth tl n energie.' of the people,

and advanced us in the m: rch of in provement at a
rate unexampled in the hiutory of mankind. It was,
no doubt, one of the agentfi employe] in developing
the resources of American mind and enterprise.

I am far, however, from advocaiii ,7;
war as a prin-

ciple of this government. I desires peace, where
there is a prospect of its proving mere advantageous
th.\n war. 1 would rather remain p little stationary

than to run the hazards of war. But while i admit
that peace ought to be pursued and cultivated, I hold

another great principle of governmrnt, and that is,

always to resi.st oppression. If, to maintain this

principle, war should become necessary, 1 would
endure it. War, wiih all the evil-- attendant in it.s

train, is preferable to national degridation, or tlie

loss of empire. What people ever remained free

that did not pay a price fo" tiieir freedom.' The gov-
ernment has to be supjiorti d at ev-.ry hazard; and
if, in doing this, war should come u;jon us, we must
meet it as a necessary evi'. As for the pernicious

influence apprehended froia general ! who have suc-

cessfully Jed the armies 01 their country, I can>iot

assent to it. If admitted, it would je an argument
against war under any circumstar ces. Men na

pure and patriotic as any of those who have filled

civil stations have achieved victorif ', and secured

liberty to mankind, and parsed off wiihout abuse of
their power.
The history of those who led the revolutionary

armies of America aflford evidence of the truth of

my assertion; for when they had c. nquered in the

field they voluntarily laid down their command, and
submitted to the civil aurliorities o!" the country.

They co-operated '"ith th»jir influenco and power, to

create and establiui.. i ut iiot to overturn, constitu-

tional government.
What did the military leaders, who have filled

the presidential chair, 10 justify such apprehension?

Whatever may be thought of the policy of the last

greatly distinguished military leader who occupied
that station, or whether that policy was right or
wrong, it cannot be denied that after defending his

country in war, he left it in peace, proaperous and


