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" Everythini;^ bein,:; ready, on the 5tli (if I'fhruai \'. after

receiving a lecture and absolution from the priest, we crossed

the Kaskaskia l\i\er with one hundred and >e\ent\' men.
marched about three miles and encani[)e(l. where we lay until

the [ythj, and set out. The weather wet (but fortunatel) n^i

cold for the season) and a ^reat i)art of the plains under
water sex'eral inches deej). It was ditricult and \ery fati-uiuL;'

marching-. My object was now to keep the men in spirits. I

suffered them to shoot game on all occasions, and feast on it

like Indian war-dancers, each companN 1)\' turns in\iting the

others to their fi'asts. which was the case e\er}- night. a> the

company that wa> to gi\e the f>.ast was alwa\s supplied with

horses to lay u\^ a sutTicient store of wild meat in the course

of the dav. myself and principal officers putting on the woods-

men, shouting now and then, and miming as much through

the nuid and water as any of them. Thus, insensibly, without

a murmur, were those men led on to the banks of the lattle

Wabash, which we reached on the i.^th. through incredible

diflicullies. far sur[)assing :i!i\thing that an\- of us had e\er

experieneed. frequentK' the dixersions of the lUght wore off

the thoughts of the preceding da\-. We foiined a camp on a

height which we found on the bank of the river, and suffeied

our troojis to amuse themsehes. 1 viewed this sheet of w.iter

for some time with tlistrust ; but. accusing nnself of doubting.

1 immediately set to work. withtnU holding any con->ultation

about it, or suffering an\!)ody else to do so in my |)iesenee;

ordered a pirogue to be built iirimediately, and acted as tlKuigh

crossing the water would be only a piece of diversion. .\s but

few could work at the pirogue at a time, pains were taken to

fuul diversion for the rest to keep them in high spirits. . , .


