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FROM THE TRENCHES
and Austrian men, women and children were

confined for their protection. They had to

b) ep on the stones in the open air ; and it was a

J itiable thing, while the crowds outside the gate

were execrating and hustling those who were

thrust in to join them, to hear them singing

French songs and cheering for France. Most

of them were French by education and sympathy,

and only German by extraction.

The apache element, which had been en-

couraged by the thinning out of the Gendarmerie

for miUtary serv'ice to make patriotism the cover

for convenient looting and brutaUty, was soon

brought into order. Cavalry pickets patrolled

the streets in the evening ; a curious sight, their

horses trampUng on the pavement of the Rue de

la Paix. The worst haunts were raided ; many
hundreds were arrested, and the police in large

motor wagons ran through deserted quarters,

stopping and pouncing in batches upon suspected

passers-by. The civil hnnd had released its

hold, and it was a day or two before the new
military administration could get a firm grip.

Government offices were in a not unnatural state
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